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Foxed: Government to kill off a popular Bill 


aRt/1 9 

A new Penelope Leach 
speaks out, 20 years 
on. 


Clinics and empathy: 
time for male equality 
with women? 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Iraq threatens to shoot 
down American planes 

Iraq has threatened to shoot down American 
surveillance planes that fly over its airspace as part of 
UN weapons inspections, Iraqi Ambassador Near 
Hamdoon sent a letter on Sunday night to the chief 
weapons inspector Richard Butler warning him that 
Iraqi forces were on alert for a possible US air strike. 
The US Ambassador at the United Nations. Bifl 
Richardson, yesterday called the Iraqi threat an 
“irresponsible escalation" of the crisis between the 
United Nations and Iraq and “a direct threat on the 
United Nations". Page 10 


Breast cancer reforms 


After a ferocious Commons attack on the 
performance of West Country breast screening, Frank 
Dobson, the Health Secretary, promised major 
reforms throughout the country. Speaking after 
publication of a report on the East Devon breast 
screening service, which found in an audit that 229 
women out of 1,920 were misdiagnosed, Mr Dobson 
blamed the NHS internal market for the failure of 
those in charge to pick up the problem and act on it 
earlier. Two radiologists running the Exeter service 
are believed to have failed to send women with 
evidence of microcalcification - tiny deposits of 
calcium in the breast which can signal the start of 
cancer - for further tests. Page 5 


The winter drought 

England and Whies remain gripped by drought, despite 
die summer rain. Only eight of the last 30 months 
have had above average rainfall in England and Wales. 
Shortages and hosepipe bans are likely next year 
unless something nearer to normal rainfall resumes 
over the winter, though the drought is a covert and 
patchy one. It isn’t a uniformly depressing picture, 
though: after years of criticism, water companies have 
become more adept at coping with scarce resources. 
But September and now October have had below 
average rainfall, giving a poor srart to the key autumn 
and winter period when the nation’s water resources 
are replenished. Page 16 


<s outwit French 



00 lorry drivers’ barricades went up ail 
» yesterday. By the middle of the day, there 

blockades at strategic points across the 

t French police are not lust standing by 
, g From early morning, riot pofice 
to use large mobile cranes o> tow away 
jhicles in the most politically sensitive 
forced truck drivers to abandon bamere 
llsh and German borders and at key points 

nd Lille. , , . 

. ^ port of Calais remained blocked, the 

„ made no attempt to prevent access to 
\ Tunnel. Several ferries were diverted to 
s and British drivers were able to dnve 
, the Belgian border. Page 3 
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The House of Commons wants to ban 
foxhunting. A survey of 402 MPs pub- 
lished last week showed that almost 
tftree><|uarter5 of them, andutfing all the 
II Cabinet ministers who responded, 
bade the Wild Mammals (Hunting 
with Dogs) Bill. Published today by 
Michael Foster, a Labour backbencher, 
it would make foxhunting with dogs a 
criminal offence. But It isn’t just the 


MPs.' The public wants to ban fax- 
hunting. That is true even in the coun- 
tryside: a Mori poll, based on a sample 
of 1,500 people m rural areas, found 57 
per cent in favour of Mr Fostert Bill. 
Sixty per cent of them disagreed with 
the proposition that hunting with dogs 
is an important part of the British way 
of life. 

So it is just the House of Lords stand- 


ing between Reynard and the hounds 
of death? No, actually, it is the Prime 
Minister: Tony Blair has decided not to 
give Mr Foster* Bill government time 
and that means, almost certainly that 
the bill wiH die, and so too win many 
thousands more of hunted-down fax- 


FuH story, page M, 
Photograph: John Lawrence 


Woodward’s lawyers 
admit her lesser guilt 


When she was sentenced to life 
last week, Louise Woodward said 
to the court: “I would just like to 
maintain my innocence”. But the 
defence yesterday conceded that 
she could be guilty of 
manslaughter, if not of murder. 
Our correspondent watched the 
wretched drama unfold. 


WEATH ER The Eye, page 1° 

4 5 TELEVISION The Eye, page E 
CROSSWORDS Page 32 and 

the Eye, page* 


As the campaign lo have Louise Wbodward 
absolved of her Murder 'Rvo conviction 
reached a crescendo on both sides of the 
Atlantic yesterday, she was forced to 
admit at least by implication if not actu- 
al confession, to guilt to the lesser, but still 
grievous crime, ofthe m a n da u ffoter of baby 
Matthew Happen. 

In one more day of extraortfinaiy anguish 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts when al- 
most 100 free-Louise demonstrators 
jjarriied around the courthouse, it emerged 
that Woodward's defence team was sub- 
mitting a motion to Judge HfflerZobel for 
a reduced charge of manslaughter. It also 
came to tight that when the jurors began 
deliberations last week, a majority believed 
she was innocent By a painful, and by all 
accounts highly irregular process, that 
majority for innocence was transformed 
over 27 horns into consensus for guilt. 

The defence, in documents submitted 
to the court last night, asked for the ver- 
dict to be set aside and the alternative of 
a new trial. But crucially. Wfoodward “far- 
ther moved, without in any way waiving her 
claim that the evidence is insufficient to sup- 
port conviction of any sense, to eater a find- 
fag of guilty on the lesser included offence 

of manslaughter." 

Significantly, however, the prosecu- 


tion team signalled that it would not fight 
the lesser manslaughter charge in arguments 
before Judge Zobel today. Of the 
manslaughter option, Gerard Leone, the 
lead prosecutor at the trial, said: “We 
would be reasonable.” He went on: “We will 
listen to anything that is placed before us.” 

Senior court officials told The Indepen- 
dent yesterday, that Judge Zobel, if be were 
to agree to such a motion, would simply de- 
clare the Murder Two conviction down- 
graded to manslaughter. A final decision will 
almost certainly not be offered by the 
Judge today, who has indicated he would 
rather take time lo consider the issues and 
put his final decision in writing. If he does 


BY DAVID 
USBORNE 


declare a manslaughter verdict he would 
wait an additional period to deliver sen- 
tencing. Woodward has presumably been 
w^ed finally by the knowledge that the sen- 
tence for manslaughter, would probably be 
three to five years with credit for the nine 
months already served. Thus Woodward 
would be home for the mille nnium. 

Whether the plethora of information now 
sp illing out about the extraordinary nature 
of the jury deliberations will influence tire 
judge in any way is unclear. We now know, 
for instance, that many jurors felt aggriev- 
ed that they did not have the chance to con- 
vict on manslaughter instead of murder. 

“Ws were in a ixwrin situation here," one 
juror, Stephen CohveH, told ABC television 
news. “I think if other choices were avail- 


able to us, then potentially manslaughter 
may have been the verdict.” 

Most extraordinary, however, are the 
details of bow the jury reached its final de- 
termination. Mr Colwell said that at the 
outset, the jury took a vote and was sev- 
en to five in favour of acquitting VWx>d- 
wanL But then, in a manner of working that 
appears to have been the reverse of in- 
structions from the judge, the jury began 
by identifying areas -of reasonable doubt 
and one by one eliminating them. Judge 
Zobel had told jurors to consider the charge 
and to throw it out if, and as soon as, rea- 
sonable doubt was acknowledged. ■ 

After taking votes on each of these in- 
dividual issues, they finally, last Thursday 
night, began voting on the verdict itself. 
Three ballots were taken and they ran nine 
to three for conviction, followed by leu to 
two and eventually twelve to nothing. 
There were tears from jurors but no 
yelling he said. Apparently the jurors were 
swayed family by two facts: their absolute 
faith in the testimony of doctors who first 
treated Matthew Eappen at Boston’s 
Children’s Hospital - an institution that 
is utterly revered in the city - and their 
inability to disappoint the Eappens if they 
decided to free Woodward. “There’s no 
way we could face the Happens or the cit- 
izens of the commonwealth [of Massa- 
chusetts] and say ‘We think she did H, but 
we're going to let her go'” Mr Colwell said 
When it was ail over and the verdict bad 
been given, members of the jury sat 
silently in the jury room for two minutes 
listening as the chilling cries of Woodward 
< 3 >me through the walls from the court- 
room. They also heard loud cursing and 

a chair bring thrown in the room of the 
alternate jurors next door as they react- 
ed with fary to the verdict 

Judge* big test, page 3 


The death of 
the Royal 
Opera House 


The Royal Opera House 
is no more. Under a 
dramatic series of 
deliberately egalitarian 
proposals from Chris 
Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture the 
building will be renamed 
‘Covent Garden’. David 
Lister says it will become 
an independent receiving 
house for the Royal 
Opera, Royal Ballet and 
the English National 
Opera. . 


The humiliation of the much- 
criticised Opera House man- 
agement will be emphasised by 
the words Royal Opera House 
being physically scratched out 
by stone masons from the 
front of the building. 

Equally important, the 
En glish National Opera will be 
leaving the London Coliseum 
and London will no longer 
have two grand scale opera 
houses. 

Mr Smith said last night 
that under present puUic fund- 
ing, London could no longer 
afford two opera houses. 
Asked if it was not his job to 
fight to increase that funding, 
he replied: “I am a realist" 
He also emphasised the- 
Government's determination 
that London's flagship na- 
tional companies become tru- 
ly national. He said the Royal 
Opera, Royal Ballet and ENO 
would spend far more time 
touring the country and 
mounting educational activi- 
ties. 

As the cultural establish- 
ment struggled to take in the 
most dramatic arts interven- 
tion by Government effec- 
tively driving a coach and 
horses through the ann’s- 
lengch principle of running 


the arts through the Arts 
Council quango, it was clear 
that the Government had had 
enough of the Royal Opera 
House's shambolic manage- 
ment of their £15m a year pub- 
lic funding and £78m Lottery 
grant. 

Last week a select com- 
mittee chairman labelled that 
management “incompetent”, 
and their peripatetic existence 
during the House's closure 
“shambolic". 

Under Mr Smith’s plan, 
the ROH will become merely 
a receiving house, embracing 
the ENO in its- fold with all 
three companies having their 
own boards. The positions of 
Lord Cbadlington, ROH 
chairman, and Mary Allen, 
chief executive, were unclear. 

Mr Smith has appointed Sir 
Richard Eyre, former artistic 
director of the National 
Theatre to lead a review and 
“radical reassessment" of the 
Covem Garden site. But his 
letter to Sir Richar d setting out 
the basts of the review spells 
out in dramatically dear terms 
the scenario the Government 
expects to achieve. 

Mr Smith told Sir Richard: 
“In particular I would like lo 
see tiie work become more ac- 
cessible to all of us. whether 
through more touring activity, 
through education work or 
broadcast opportunities. I be- 
lieve it is also right to ask hard 
questions about value for mon- 
ey” 

Mr Smith said last he had 
agreement from both the 
chairmen of the ROH and 
ENO for his proposals, though 
there was speculation that 
they were given little choice. 
All three companies have been 
told that under Mr Smith’s 
plan they will not see a re- 
duction in fun ding. 

Contentious matters like 
seat prices will be addressed by 
Sir Richard's review. 
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V COLUMN ONE 

A county of cream teas, 
pasties and . . . coffins? 


PEOPLE 


Watching a television documentary on an all-purpose supermarket 
turned Ian Vosper away from kitchen appliances to Now, his eco- 

friendly flat-pack coffins, made by a Cornish firm with just four employ- 
ees, are being inspected by the Mexican president, and promoted by United 
Nations officials as the cheap bio-degradable answer to grave robbers in 
Angola. 

Mr Vesper’s comparer, Eco-F systems, is on the verge of signing a £15m 
export order with Mexico for 600,000 coffins, and the Angolan govern- 
ment is reportedly dose to agreeing a deaL The "cask-kits 1 ’ have been 
sold around the world; everyone, it seems, is keen to get involved in this 
green, user-friendly way of depositing their dearly beloved into the earth. 

Everyone, that is, apart from the authorities in this country. To cope 
with this sudden rise in demand Mr Vbsper will need to take on at least 
30 more workers, and increase the workspace of his St Ives firm from 1,500 
square feet to 15,000 square feeL He was hoping to get some irmd of gov- 
ernment funding to help with the expansion, but he hoped In vain. 

Mr Vosper started making 
the cask-kits after seeing a pro- 
gramme on the French Roce’ 
Cleric supermarket chain. He re- 
called: "There was a man who - 
bought a coffin off the shelf for 
his own funeral and loaded it into 
a Renault 5. put he was having 
difficulties. I saw how much bet- 
ter it would be it would be if the 
thing came in fat form. So we de- 
cided to produce it and also 
make it eco-friendly.” 

Mr Vesper's firm is the only 
one making wooden fiat-pack 
coffins -there are others that pro- 
duce cardboard coffins but they 
are said to be of a “here’s one I made earlier” type. 

Mr Vosper is disappointed by lack of government backing, but accepts 
that such is the rocky path of creativity - recognition abroad, neglect at 
home. In Mexico, the coffins may become a political hot potato. Presi- 
dent Ernesto Zedillo has taken a keen interest in the project. One of his 
brothers heads one of the biggest government-backed funeral institutions 
in Mexico City, offering subsidised ceremonies to the disadvantaged. 

There is. of course, no suggestion of impropriety involving the Zedil- 
lo brothers, this is not “coffingate". But the Mexicans are at the moment 
sensitive about the business dealings of presidential relations. Raul Sali- 
nas, the brother of the previous President, Carlos Salinas de Gortari, is 
in prison on charges of murder and illegal enrichment 

In Angola, debilitated by a long, bitter civil war. the government feces 
problems from grave robbers who dig up coffins to sell on the thriving 
black coffin market Bereaved relatives, understandably, get upset 
The cask-kits will counter this. Because they are bio-degradable, suit- 
able treatment would mean that within an hour they would break apart 
if anyone tries to lift them up. This advanfege was pointed out to offi- 
cials in Luanda by a UN official. Adrian Dunderdale, who had visited 
Mr Vosper’s factory while in the UK. The price, too, is competitive, the 
Cornish coffins cost $1 00 (£61) each while the traditional ones being im- 
ported to Angola can be as much as $500. 

— Kim Sengupta 



Daniella finds feminist life in Channel 4 drama 


Channel 4 has £350m to spend on programmes for 
neat year and will air dramas by Alan Bleasdale, Lyn- 
da La Plante, the writer of Prime Suspect, and a his- 
tory of feminism by fay Weldon, starring Daniella 
Nardini (above) who starred in This Life. 

The channel’s increased budget, which is up 13 
per cent on this year and is 90 per cent more than 
five years ago, comes from selling £25m of extra ad- 
vertising and sponsorship airtime during 1 997, and 
£25m returning to the channel as its controversial 
funding deal with TTV is scrapped. The channel be- 
lieves that by 1999 it will have an extra £80m to spend 
on programmes. 

Daniella Nardini will star in Big Women, an ac- 
count of feminism as viewed from inside a fiction- 
al women’s publishing house based loosely on Virago. 
It has been described as My Friends in the North for 
feminists, and Carmen Callii, one time bead of Vi- 
rago, has been consulted on its storyline. 

Nardini, who played the hard-living lawyer 
Anna in BBC 2’s cult bit This Life, will play Layla, 
one of a group of four ambitious career women. 

Michael Jackson. Channel 4’s chief executive, told 
a meeting of advertising agencies in London yes- 
terday that drama was his highest priority for the 


channel. Summer next year will also see the airing 
of a new Alan Bleasdale drama. Soft Sand, Blue Sea , 
about the lives of two Irish children, and Killer Net, 
a thriller about a deadly Internet game scripted by 
Lynda La Plante. 

Coming early in the year is the long-awaited four 
part dramatisation of the life of Oswald Mosley, writ- 
ten by Birds of a Feather writers Laurence Maries and 
Maurice Gran. Mr Jackson also outlined plans for 
£25 m to be spent next year on creating a Channel 
4-branded art-house movie channel that will broad- 
cast on digital frequencies. On its existing channel 
next year Channel 4 will premier the movies it fund- 
ed: Nick Hornby’s Fever Pilch and Ken Loach’s Car- 
la s Song, as well as bought- in films like Quiz Show, 
Little Women and The Usual Suspects. 

This winter the channel will broadcast a new se- 
ries of the cult comedy Father Ted, a new situation 
comedy about an deposed African dictator, called 
Exiled, and Kangaroo Palace, a drama about Aus- 
tralians living it up in London during the Sixties. 

New factual series planned for the winter indude 
a history of Henry VIII written by controversialist 
historian Dr David Starkey. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


The real Mr Mastermind comes out to play 
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Mr Mastermind, the elusive fig- 
ure who has featured on the box 
of the code-cracking board game 
for 25 years, has been tracked 
down after a nationwide hunt 
Accompanied by a young ori- 
ental woman and with a cat on his 
knee, the bearded man has peered 
from the cover of 35 million card- 
board boxes. And. just in time for 
the game’s 25th anniversary this 
week, the real Bill Woodward, 73. 
has stepped forward 

The retired hair-salon owner, 
who lives less than a quarter of 
a mile from Invicta Plastic, which 
makes the game, admitted his 
starring role was an accident 


"The advertising agency do- 
ing the picture backed on to my 
hairdressing salon and was run by 
someone I knew,” he explained. 
“And when a model failed to 
show for the 1972 shoot I was 
snapped up. They wanted a mys- 
terious air . . . and I suppose with 
the silver beard I filled the bilL" 
Tbday he wflijoin real Russian 
spy Oleg Gordlevsky, wartime 
code-cracker Alan Stripp, Mas- 
termind inventor Mordechai 
Meirovitz and a host of other 
code experts at the Cabinet War 
Rooms in London for the an- 
niversary celebrations. 

— Amanda Kelly 



Higgins’ girlfriend walks free 


The girlfriend of snooker legend 
AJex Higgins was freed by a 
court yesterday after a charge that 
she had wounded him was 
dropped for lack of evidence. 

Holley Haise, 34. of Clifton, 
Swinton, Greater Manchester, 
bad been charged with unlawfully 
wounding the former world 
champion with intent to cause 
grievous bodily harm earlier this 


year. Appearing in court onder 
the surname Croucher, she was 
freed after a two-minute hearing 
at Salford magistrates’ court in 
which the prosecution applied for 
a discharge because there was in- 
sufficient evidence to proceed. 

Higgins, who was found by po- 
lice on 15 August lying dazed and 

covered in blood near his girl- 
friend s house, was not in court 
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New variant CJD claims 21 lives 
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Gun surrender fails to hit target 


MEDICINE 


The dangerous side of antibiotics 
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Over-use of antibiotics^ putting patients' lives at risk, health chiefs warned 
today. Hie British Medical Association claims "unnecessary and inap- 
propriate” use of antibiotics - which account for 70 per cent of all treat- 
ment courses - has increased people's resistance to the drugs and this is 
causing serious problems in controlling public health worldwide. 

Infectious diseases such as meningitis. pneumonia and tuberculosis, which 
are treated with mainly antibiotics, are becoming more difficult to con- 
trol as they become resistant to the drugs and hospital acquired infections 
are spreading more rapidly, it says. To encourage patients not to ask their;' 
doctor for antibiotics for every cough, sneeze ofsplutrer, the BMA today 
launched a campaign called: Antibiotics: not a miracle cure! 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.27 

Italy (lira) 

2,774 

Austria (schillings) 

19.79 

Japan (yen) 

19859 

Belgium (francs) 

58.14 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.29 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.17 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.52 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.79 

Portugal (escudos) 

286.02 

France (francs) 

9.43 

Spain (pesetas) 

237.34 

Germany (marks) 

2.82 

Sweden (kroner) 

12J4 

Greece (drachmei) 

446.10 

Switzerland (francs) 

230 

Hong Kong ($) 

1154 

Turkey (lira) 

291,162 

Ireland (punts) 

1.08 

USA ($) 

1.63 



Source: Thomas Cook 
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Twenty-one people have died of the “new variant" form of tbebrain-wasting ,1 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease (v-CJD) caused by BSE, according to figures: 
released by the Department of Health yesterday. Another person is stflL ; 

alive with the fatal, incurable illness. . • 

So far. eight Britons have died of the disease, compared to 10 in total. - 
last year, and three in 1995. Butthe course of the disease, which can take; ;, 
more than a decade to show symptoms after the victim is infected, means-; 
that it is still too early to use this data to determine whether any fufl-scaie, ; 
epidemic of v-CJD among the UK population is on the way. Scientists last < 
month demonstrated that tire time between infection and symptoms de-^„ 
pends strongly on genetic makeup. - ■ . 

Because of rime lags caused by the collection and confirmation of dis^- ? 
ease details, tire figures do not include Chris Rhine, of Ripley, Derbyshire*- 
who was thought to have died of v-CJD last month. ■ /.’• 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor ft 


More than 142,000 handguns have been surrendered to the police, tens 
of thousands fewer Than had been previously expected, it was announced' 
yesterday. 

The firearms were surrendered following the introduction of legisla- _ 
tion outlawing high-calibre handguns in the wake of the Dunblabe’mas- . 
sacre.The police had predicted that 160.000 high-powered handguns were.' 
held by shooters in Britain, but the Home Office now believes tire total ’ 
is far lower. So far, 1 16.000 larger calibre weapons have been surrendered - 
and 26,000 smaller 22 calibre guns have been handed in ahead of legisla- 
tion going through Parliament to ban them. Home Office officials said yes- 
terday that the police figure was an over-estimate produced in haste for 
the Cullen inquiry into the Dunblane killings. Thousands of gun owners 
have chosen to export their weapons rather than surrender them, and Alun 
Michael the Home Office minister, acknowledged there could still be some 
held illegally. Under the ban, which came into force on 1 October, anyone 
possessing a larger calibre handgun faces up to lOyeans in prison. 
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‘Hiller the Killer* 
fates biggest test 
of his career 


to nowhere. The blockade by French lorry drivers - such as those in Lille (below) - has emptied roads including the A2 6 near Belgium (above) Photographs: Bran Harris 

French truckers raise the barricades 
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Almost a year after a 
French lorry-driver’s 
strike disrupted 
transport throughout 
Europe, more than 100 
barricades went up all 
over France yesterday. 
There are negotiations 
today to end the dispute, 
but John Lkhfhki and Ian 
Burrell find little impact so 
far on British and other 
foreign drivers 


It was an acute case of deja vu, 
but not as acute as many feared 
By the middle of the day. there 
were 100 truck blockades at 
strategic points across France, 
compared to 200 barriers at the 
height of the 10-day strike last 
December. 

This time around, the 
French government and the 
French police are not just stand- 
ing by and watching. From ear- 
ly morning yesterday, riot police 
threatened to use large mobile 
cranes to to away offending ve- 
hicles in the most politically sen- 
sitive spots; they forced truck 
drivers to abandon barriers on 
the Spanish and German bor- 
ders and at key points near Paris 
and Lille. 

Although the port of Calais 



remained blocked, the French 
drivers made no attempt to 
prevent access to the Channel 
Tunnel. Several cross-channel 
femes were diverted to Belgian 
ports and British drivers were 
able to drive freely across the 
Belgian border. 

In many other places tar- 
geted by the strikers, such as fed 
and food distribution centres 
and auioroutes, the truck bar- 
ricades went unchallenged. 
Panic-buying of petrol over the 
weekend has already left many 
filling stations short of fuel. 


Despite the disruption, the 
French drivers, who often work 
long hours for low pay, can 
count once again on consider- 
able public sympathy. They 
complain that their employers 
have reneged on promises 
made to end last year’s dispute, 
including a one-off payment of 
£300. The drivers are now ask- 
ing for a minimum wage of 
roughly £22,000 a year. On 
some autoroutes yesterday mo- 
torists, after queuing for many 
minutes to squeeze through 
the gaps left for cars in the bar- 


ricades, tossed money into bas- 
kets held by the striking drivers. 

Most press commentary in 
France has been sympathetic to 
the drivers and critical of the 
federation of large transport 
companies, which walked out of 
negotiations late last week. The 
large companies have been ac- 
cused by unions of cynically en- 
gineering the strike in order to 
cripple the tens of thousands of 
small transport operators. The 
transport minister, Jean-CLaude 
Gayssot - himself a Communist 
former union leader- wiD lead 


a fresh attempt to resolve the 
dispute this morning. 

“It makes foe hairs on foe 
bade of your neck stand up,” said 
Paul Gamer, a stranded tony dri- 
ver, as he spent yesterday 
cooped up inhiscabm foe block- 
aded French port of Le Havre. 

The sight which most an- 
noyed him was not the huddle 
of strikers who had parked cars 
across the port entrance, bat the 
Bench truckers who were dri- 
ving past him an to the ferry car- 
rying goods to Britain. 

They were being joined by a 


procession of up to 40 disil- 
luskmed British truckers who 
had chosen to go home with 
their undelivered loads rather 
than face an indefini te wmt on 
the quayside in France. 

Mr Gamer, 4L from Lin- 
coln, had been planning a 
four-day haul to Bordeaux, 
making 12 deliveries of vari- 
ous goods en route. After ar- 
riving at 7am on the night 
ferry from Porcsnouth, he had 
yet to leave the docks last 
night. “This place is well 
stitched up,” he said. “1 agree 
with what the French are do- 
ing. I support them fully but 
they are stopping us working.” 

The Socialist-led govern- 
ment of Lionel Jospin, elect- 
ed in June, remains broadly 
popular; it is also seen as be- 
ing on foe truckers’ side. 

On the evidence of the 
first day (and the mood may 
change) foe new government 
feels confident enough to 
take action to keep key mates 
and borders open. The Eli 
commissioner for transport, 
the former Labour leader 
Neil Kinnock, sent the 
French government a polite- 
ly worded warning at the 
weekend, reminding them 
that Paris bad a duty under 
European law to guarantee 
the free cross-border move- 
ment of people and goods. 


Hiller Zobel is one of 
tjte most experienced 
judges In 

Massachusetts. But in 
18 years on the bench, 
he has never had to 
deal with a case like the 

Louise Woodward trial, 
probably the biggest in 
the state 9 * history. As 
David Usbome explains, it 
would test the mettle 
of anyone 


lo any British observer, the 
first thing that strikes one 
about Judge Hiller Zobel is his 
friendly openness - to the 
media especially - and his 
bent for dry humour. Since the 
guilty verdict was passed on 
Louise Woodward, however, 
he has adopted a grave de- 
meanour and retreated from 
public view. 

After 18 years of keeping 
his telephone number listed - 
he lives in Cohasset, a quin- 
tessential^ New England sub- 
urb of white homes and lawns 
which is home also to some of 
the Kennedy* - this weekend, 
he was forced to ask for a new 
number that would not be 
published. 

While his reputation in le- 
gal circles is as a free spirit and 
even a maverick - his willing- 
ness to cut down lawyers in his 
courtroom who dare to be ver- 
bose or irrelevant has given 
him the nickname “HHler the 
Killer" - the 65-year-old judge 
is also a deeply serious thinker. 
In explaining points of foe law 
to journalists in daily off-the- 
record conferences, he would 
frequently ate obscure cases 
from Britain and Massachu- 
setts and dte the writings of 
figures from Bacon to 
Churchill. He once, however, 
quoted his aunt. 

He has written widely him- 


self. Among his books is a his- 
tory of the 1770 Boston Mas- 
sacre, in which soldiers of the 
British colonial forces were 
slaughtered by the Bench and 
their Indian allies. 

After the 1992 OJ Simpson 
trial, Zobel wrote a contro- 
versial article on the jury sys- 
tem in which he said: “It is 
asking the ignorant to use the 
incomprehensible to decide 
the unknowable.” That re- 
mark has been seized upon as 
be considers the conduct of the 
Woodward jury. 

His humour was best re- 
vealed to journalists in his 
recounting of foe various items 
stolen from his courthouse 
chambers in recent years, in- 
cluding a black gown one Hal- 
lowe’en. 

His own life has not been 
uneventful When he was 25, 
he was kidnapped by two es- 
caped prisoners and held 
hostage in a terrifying car ride 
from Boston to Iowa. He es- 
caped unhurt And his inter- 
est in the media is explained 
by short stint be did as a 
young man as a cub reporter 
on a San Francisco newspaper. 
A son - one of his seven chil- 
dren - is a journalisL 

The children are from a 
marriage to Rya Zobel from 
wham he recently split in a very 
acrimonious divorce. She is a 
federal judge and was short- 
listed by the White House af- 
ter President Clinton's 1992 
election victory as a possible 
US Attorney General (the 
post was given to Janet Reno 
from Florida). 

As speculation rages about 
what be may do about the 
Woodward verdict, attention 
has focused on a 1984 murder 
trial presided over by Hiller 
ZobeL The defence of a police 
officer convicted of Murder 
Ttora, as Woodward has been, 
argued for the verdict to be set 
aside and a new trial ganted. 
That is exactly what he did. 


Plans for a people’s opera strike a 
blow at powers of cultural elite 
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Never before has a government 
minister transgressed so publicly 
and blatantly the 50 -year-old 
’arms length’ principle of arts 
funding. David Lister, Arts News 
Editor, examines the background 
to last night’s announcement by 
Chris Smith on future of the Royal 
Opera House last night 

The Culture Secretary dropped more than 
one bombshell His proposal that the Roy- 
al Opera House become a receiving house 
for three “equal partner” companies - the 
Royal Opera, the Royal BaHeL and English 
National Opera - was radit^ enough. 

Msferther proposal that all three become 

true “people’s oimpania" and tour 

try and run education 

cultural intervention by the Government Hjs 
third announcement, that m htf words 
-stonemasons will remove the words 
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the Eng lish National Opera, for so many 
years » junior partner in London, has been 
bought in on an equal footing. 

The second factor is the National Lot- 
tery, Increaangiy, Mr Smith has been work- 
ing behind the -scenes to ensure that cash 
for the arts from the lottery is used to ben- 
efit the nation.' Significantly, he said last night: 


“We must Slop getting fixaled with buildings. 
We are taking money out of bride and mor- 
tar and putting h into cultural activity.” 

Reflect on the words “we are taking. ” 
The Government was not meant to “take”, 
give or move any National Lottery money 
in the arts. AH that came under the Arts 
Council. With one announcement last 
night Mr Smith signalled the end not just 
of Covent Garden’s self-perpetuating oli- 
gar<±y,TOt just of two opera. houses in Lon- 
don, but also of the 50-year-old power of 
tbeunelected Arts Council to manage cul- 
tural life in this country. 

When 1 asked Mr Smith where the Roy- 
al Ballet might be during times when it is 
not in Covent Garden, he waxed lyrical 
about spaces in Salford and Bristol New 
Labour is serious about people’s opera and 
people's ballet and dearly want national 
companies to.be just that from now on. 

But there remain many questions to be 
asked. Foremost, what will happen to the 
London Coliseum, one of the most distin- 
gitisbed opera houses in Europe. Mr Smith 
says vaguely that there are many options. 
That is too vague. 

Second, does Lord Chadliogton remain 
chairman of foe Royal Opera House and 
Mary Allen its chief executive or do they 1 
become chairman and chief executive of ei- 
ther or both the Royal Opera and Royal Bal 
lei companies? Again, Mr Smith is vague. 

Certainly, neither person will have a job 
with the same power that they have now. 
But then the people’s party has broken the 
power of foe Ro^ Ojxto House as sure- 
ly as the stonemason will chip away at the 
‘ words on the building in Bow Street, 
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Man killed 
wife on 
India trip 


A businessman was jailed for life yes- 
terday for murdering bis wife on a trip 
to India. KuJar, 46, strangled 26-year- 
old Nindeijit with her own scarf after 
luring her to the Punjab on a second 
honeymoon. Bristol Crown Court was 
told. 

Mohan Kular, a market trader and 
shop owner, then tried to make her 
death in 19S7 look like a road 
accident in an attempt to c laim £800,000 
in life insurance payouts. 

During a five-week trial, the court 
heard how British detectives travelled 
to northern India to gather evidence 
about Nindeijil's death. 

Prosecutors then used a little-known 
law to charge father-of-four Kular with 
murder, even though the offence was 
committed 4,000 miles away in India. 

Kular pleaded not guilty, but the juty 
convicted him. He stared ahead im- 
passively as judge Mr Justice Sir Roger 
Toulson passed a life sentence. 

He told Kular; “You treated your 
wife cruelly during her life. She found 
refuge at a women's place of safety. You 
persuaded her to leave by a written 
agreement with promises for her safe- 
ty cynically made because by that time 
you had taken £800,000 insurance cov- 
er on her life and were intending to kill 
her. “You tricked her to go to India with 
you. You there murdered her and fab- 
ricated an explanation as to what hap- 
pened to her. 

“You believed that by murdering her 
in the Punjab you would get away with 
your crime. Ten years later, justice has 
been done." 

Kular, from Swindon. Wiltshire, had 
also faced a second murder charge 
relating to his business partner and lover 
Baksho Kaur Hans. 29. 

He was accused of strangling her with 
her own scarf during a trip to India in 
1981 after she demanded that part of 
his business be put in her name. 

But the juuy of seven women and five 
men failed to agree a verdict after more 
than 1 4 hours of deliberation and were 
yesterday discharged by the judge. 

They also failed to agree a verdict on 
a charge that Kular incited a hitman to 
murder a business rival. The Crown 
Prosecution Service has until the end of 
the week to deride whether to order a 
retrial on these charges. 


Hospital ‘let a girl of 
play with sex offender’ 


A paedophile was 
allowed to play with a 
young girl, pornographic 
videos, drugs and alcohol 
were widely available; 
conditions at Ashworth 
Secure Hospital were a 
“woeful tale that should 
not have been allowed to 
happen”. As the official 
inquiry into the 
Merseyside hospital 
begins, Qenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs 
Correspondent, reports 
a “sorry saga” of 
security breaches. 

An eight-year-old girl was al- 
lowed to play unsupervised with 
an Ashworth Special Hospital 
patient who bod been convict- 
ed of sex offences againsL chil- 
dren, an inquiry was told 
yesterday. 

She was brought in by a for- 
mer patient, known as Mr Y, 
who is suspected of supplying 
pornographic videos to patients 
in the Personality Disorder 
UniL Staff have been unable to 
say if she was sexually abused. 


The inquiry was ordered in 
Rforuaiy this year after Stephen 
Daggett, another patient, made 
allegations about the activities 
in the unit at the Merseyside 
hospital where drugs and alco- 
hol were widely available to 
some of the most dangerous pa- 
tients in the country. 

John Rjpyce QC, counsel for 
the inquiry, said that (be inquiry 
must search for a “constructive 
solution" for caring for such pa- 
tients. “Serious questions need 
to be asked how this slate of af- 
fairs arose and how it was al- 
lowed to continue," he said. 

There had been a succession 
of reports since 1990 when two 
inmates were kilted within 
months of each other. 

Stephen Daggett had es- 
caped during a visit to Liverpool 
after managing to draw £1,500 
from a bank and building soci- 
ety accoum&After agreeing 10 
return, Mr Daggett had made 
a number of allegations about 
the availability of porn, drugs 
and alcohol in his ward, 
Lawrence Ward. 

A hospital inquiry was set up 
and discovered 41 hard core 
porn videos on sale in the ward 
shop, said Mr Royce. More 
than 800 other videos were dis- 


covered on the ward, 225 of 
them alone in one patient's 
room. There was evidence that 
700 or so had been recently 
wiped or had some traces of 
pornographic recording Videos 
depicting bestiality, sado- 
masochism and child pornog- 
raphy were found. 

The internal inquiry con- 
cluded that the man known as 
Mr Y, the former patient who 
brought the child in, was the 
main person responsible for 
bringing in pornography. His car 
had been allowed in without be- 
ing searched. 

An earlier inquiry had found 
an “El Dorado of scams and se- 
curity breaches”. One prisoner 
had been found to be running 
a number of businesses from his 
ceil after obtaining a credit 
loan worth thousands. These in- 
cluded a computer trading com- 
pany, a mail order fraud and a 
travel business called Dream 
Break Ltd. 

His computer was found to 
contain “several hundred” let- 
ters he had sent to women af- 
ter placing ads in lonely hearts 
coliunns.They went into graph- 
ic detail about the domination 
and submission of women. 

The hearing continues today. 



Big foot: Dinosaur footprints found earlier this year at Worth 
Matravers, Dorset, about to be covered for the winter with a 
protective sheet and shingle Photograph: David Rose 


Woman shot three times by police 


Tourist injured in grenade attack 


Police firearms officers shot a women 
three times, in the hand, groin and shoul- 
der, after a 15-minute car chase. 

The shooting took place after the 31- 
y ear-old woman, who is in a serious con- 
dition, was trapped in a cul-de-sac near 
Ilford. Essex. Bailee fired a fourth shot, but 
it missed. 

Scotland Yard have refused to say 
whether the woman, who was pursued af- 
ter she was reported to have robbed a man 
at gun point, fired at the police officers. A 
gun was recovered from the woman's car, 
but police have not yet revealed whether 
it was genuine or a replica. 

Unconfirmed reports suggest that shots 
may have been fired from the car and an 
attempt was made to ram the police armed 
response vehicle. 

It is extremely unusual for a woman to 


be shot by the police during a confronta- 
tion. An inquiry has been launched into the 
incident, which happened on Sunday 
evening after reports that the woman had 
been spotted with a gun. 

Firing broke out after the car was cor- 
nered in a cul-de-sac, called Royal Gose, 
after being pursued through the residen- 
tial streets of Seven Kings. The woman was 
taken to a hospital in Essex, where she was 
described as in a serious but stable condi- 
tion. An investigation by the Metropolitan 
Police Complaints Investigation Bureau, 
overseen by the independent Police Com- 
plaints Authority. 

A PCA spokesman said; "Pblice officers 
fired four shots. As of now, it has not been 
confirmed exactly why the incident hap- 
pened." 

— Jason Bennetto, Crime Correspondent 


A 24-year-old British tourist was injured in 
a grenade attack at a backpackers’ hostel 
in the Ugandan capital, Kampala, officials 
said yesterday. 

Cato Pedder, from Haslemere, Surrey, 
suffered shrapnel wounds to her leg and a 
fractured ankle in the incident on Friday 
night. 

A spokesman for the British High 
Commission in Kampala said that Ms 
Pedder had been sitting with friends out- 
ride the hostel in Lungujja. a few miles from 
the city. 

“It seems that someone managed to en- 
ter the compound and threw an explosive 
device towards them,” be said. 

“She was injured, as were two other 
tourists, a South African and an Australian. 

“She was taken to hospital and has now- 
been transferred to a private hospital, the 


Kololo. 

“As far as we know the police have not 
made any arrests yet, but there are strong 
indications that the attacker was not specif- 
ically targeting tourists.” 

The spokesman said High Commission 
officials had visited Ms Pedder, who was 
travelling around the country, in hospital 
three times. 

“She seems in good spirits and her in- 
juries are not too serious. We have arranged 
for her to speak to her mother and she will 
be flying out here later in the week." 

A spokeswoman for the Kololo Hospi- 
tal said Ms Pedder was in a comfortable 
condition, but would be undergoing surgery 
later today. 

Several people died earlier this year in 
Kampala in a spate of grenade attacks di- 
rected mainly at police units. 
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The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 
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Green Flag 

Motoring Assistance 


IF WE DON’T REACH 
YOU WITHIN AN HOUR, 
WE’LL GIVE YOU £10*. 
THE AA AND RAC WONT. 






More women 
get lung cancer 

The number of men diagnosed with ■ 
lung cancer has dropped by almost . 
a quarter over the past 10 years, J 
while the number of women with j- 
the disease has increaad by 12 per 
cent, it was disclosed yesterday. 

Figures from the Office fbr Na- ; 
tional Statistics show that ber 
tween 1985 and 1996 the number 
of new fnng cancer cases among : 
men in England and Wales fell by ; 
24 per cent to 21,700. In contrast, •_ 
the number of cases among women 
increased by 12 per cent over the : 
same period to 12^00. 

The British Lung Foundation 
blamed the increasing numbers of 
women smokers on the dramatic 
rise in women with lung cancer. 

Appeal for life 

A woman twice jailed for life for . 
bludgeoning her 80-year-old moth- 
er to death with a hammer yes-" • 
teuday won leave to appeal against 
her latest conviction. 

A year ago, the Court of Ap- 
peal quashed 46-year-old Patricia 
Bass’s conviction, at Nottingham 
the previous February, and ordered ; 
a retrial over the death of widow 
Beatrice Greig at her home in Not- 
tingham in March 1992. 

They ruled that the conviction 
should not stand because the tri- 
al judge bad misdirected the jury 
on crudal scientific evidence. The ‘ 
prosecution's case, which was cir- ‘ 
cumstantiaL suggested Bass was , 
motivated by financial greed. Bass^ 
of Ripley, Derbyshire, was freed 
on bail pending the new trial be- 1 
fore a different judge at Binning-? 
ham, in June, when she was once ' 
again convicted and jailed for life. 

Thrust appears. 

The world record breaking Thrust 
SSC car is to make its first public 
appearance in Britain at the week- 
end after speeding into the line- 
up of the Lord Mayor of London’ s 
Show. Squadron Leader Andy . 
Green could complete the historic - 
route through the capital's streets- 
in just 6.98 seconds if he was to rer ~ 
peat his incredible 763.035mph - 
land speed record, in Nevada last 
month. But organisers estimate 
the car will take more than 32 min- 
utes to travel from Guildhall in the 
Gty, to the Royal Courts of Justice. 


4 






for 


rf* 
ers J l 


lad^ ; H£S . 
1^1 
r^ ern ’ 

8>' : : " - ’ 


K-’- w 

& 


■-? 
7‘- 
«► r-' 

:f ' r,: ' 

V/ 

4..-' 

Jui -• ' 

r*- 

. -■i 


„r 

L : -- r 

Oil'' 


New n 

after b 

screen 


Toughs* ■ 
breasra--: 

cancer sm' '• 
orderso Sr- • 
Dobscn .e-:*'" 
the Hstiv- s-. : • ■ 
condemn*: 
prograrirr-i* * 
Devon asa in- 
fers r\ 

Editor, - 

latest go-.* 1 — r- 
moves :? 
quality of 2= 
hasbe*'* v 

scandal. 


Th. 

tre, 

h v -,. • 

pi.'or.i— 
TI.-V f,.. 

’.P; 

Hvall-v • 

J . 
I’rsiM 
i«unj a • 
I'^i ,.; r ; 

r.;. 




How’s this for speed? On average. Green Flag reach you in just 
35 minutes?* In fact we’re so confident of our service that if we 
don’t reach you within the hour, you can claim £10 back 

How’s this for cost? Cover starts from only £29.50 t per annum 

That’s faster and cheaper than the AA and RAC. They can’t heat 
us. So join us. 
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Slice of life 
to ease the 

menopause 

An addition to th« my riad cures 

yestervl mcnopause vras launched 
y^terday ln the shape of a ioaf for 

7*<* of a certain age. Jeremy 
Lourance, Health Editor, looks at 

probte7,. r " T ’ Cdi “ f '‘ ranaKe -° ,d 

but'nnlv f?" hdp " ard ,,fl !w lla-hcs - 
loaf tL , ■ “ *' ,h •"« riuht kind ... 

brld ^h'i CL ''i m mad,; r « Harden 
Z; d ' “ wh ° l «-srain 1™. launched \cster- 

S iwhT "' lh , ho ! u n " ur “ad linseed 
P 0111 ““«« ul plan, uc.sin.gens, 
is hi?™? 1 " 8 planl ° cslro i?‘- , n> in 1 he diti 
l u h 7 ,p rcMorc Plural oc&lro- 
■? level 7 *!»<* decline at n, c menopause, 
causing the familiar symptoms of h< n flush- ■ 
s ' Qip 1 **«iis and rapid mo.wj swings. 

The makers claim that in China, where 
more soya is eaten, the problem a I feels few- 
er than one m five women and in Japan, 
which has the highest consumption of 
plant oestrugens in Asia, there is no word 
to define the menopause. Tliev sav four 
shces of Burgen Bread give two-thirds’ of the 
amount of planl oestrogens of a tvpieal 
Japanese dieL 

The bread, launched by the a°cinc 
celebrity novelist Jilly Cooper at a super- 
market in west London, joins a range of oth- 
er foodstuffs, vitamin supplements and 
1 treatments claimed to help women gcntlv 
into their post-childbearing years. 



Meningitis victim 
loses claim over 
spinal deformity 




I into their post-childbearing years. Slice of life: jilly Cooper with the new product, which Is said to be a remedy for the problems of menopause 

New national checks " " 1 

after breast cancer 

screening ‘disgrace* 30p an hour. 


A 32-year-old meningitis victim 

left with a “gross” spinal 
deformity yesterday lost a long 
legal battle for damages for 
alleged medical negligence. 

EJeftJberios Theodorou had 
sued Camden and Islington 
Health Authority claiming there 
was negligence during the first 
JO days of his life. But a judge 
m the High Court in London 
dismissed his claim. 

Judge Bninningsaid: “There 
is do doubt that the outcome of 
events in the late 1960s has had 
a tragically significant effect 
upon the plaintiff. But, I am 
equally in no doubt that .this 
claim must fail.” 

The judge said Mr Theodor- 
ou, of Muswell Hill, north Lon- 
don, was bom on August 5. 
1965, in the maternity wing of 
the Whittington Hospital in 
north London. 

He was noted at the time to 
have a small “dimple” on his 
spine which his mother point- 
ed out to a female doctor and 
also to a consultant paediatri- 
cian, who examined it and told 
her there was nothing to wor- 
ry about 

Mother and baby were dis- 
charged after 10 days. But prob- 
Photograph: PA lems with the baby's health 


began early in March 1966. 
The judge said that as a result 
of “infections and meningitis*' 
the plaintiff had unfortunately 
“suffered considerably”. This in- 
cluded a “spinal deformity 
w hich is gross and permanent”. 

Judge B running added that 
he had not been able to attend 
mainstream schools and his 
“intellectual development was 
accordingly impaired”. 

During the hearing there 
was evidence from four experts 
who all agreed the plaintiff's 
condition was “extremely rare**. 

It was claimed on Mr 
Theodorou s behalf that if he 
had been referred to a neuro- 
surgeon the “meningitis w’ould 
not have supervened and the 
subsequent problems would 
have been prevented". 

But the judge ruled yester- 
■ day: “That the clinical response 
of the paediatrician in 1965 was 
not negligent in hailing to refer 
the plaintiff to a neurosurgeon. 

“The appearance and loca- 
tion of the ‘dimple' on the 
plaintiffs spine did not and 
ought not to have generated 
that degree of suspicion 
requiring a reasonably compe- 
tent paediatrician to make such 
a referral.” 






Tougher checks on 
breast and cervical 
cancer screening were 
ordered by Frank 
Dobson yesterday after 
the Health Secretary 
condemned the 
programmes in Kent and 
Devon as a ‘disgrace*. 
Jeremy Laumncet Health 
T 3 Editor, reports on the 

£ latest government 

[ moves to improve the 

i quality of a service that 

has been beset by 
scandal. 

The faith of women in cancer 
screening has been undermined 
• J by serious failures affecting the 
programmes and reforms are 
•’ now necessaiy lo restore putv 

r lie confidence, Frank Dobson, 

the Secretary of State for 
V Health, told the Commons yes- 

i terday. 

7 Speaking after publication of 

h a report on the East Devon 
breast screening service which 
i found that 229 women out of 

|j 1,920 were misdiagnosed, Mr 

ff Dobson blamed the NHS in- 
s’ tenial market for the failure of 


those in charge to pick up the 
problem and act on it earlier. 

The reporu by Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, the Government's 
Chief Medical Officer, said the 
two radiologists running the 
Exeter service. Dr John Bren- 
nan and Dr Graham Urquhart, 
had failed to provide care of the 
standard that could reasonably 
be expected. They are under- 
stood to have failed to send 
women with evidence of mi- 
crocaicificaiion - liny deposits 
of calcium in the breast which 
can signal the start of cancer - 
for further tests. 

Dr Brennan, who was in 
charge of the breast unit, 
mourned a legal challenge Jast 
week to iTy to prevent publica- 
tion of the report He has been 
suspended and disciplinary pro- 
ceedings have been started 
against him. Dr Urquhart has 
been moved from breast screen- 
ing and all his radiological work 
is being checked. • - 

In a statement lo the Com- 
mons, Mr Dobson said the fail- 
ures in the East Devon service 
paralleled those identified in last 
month’s inquiry into the cervi- 
cal screening scandal 3t Can- 
terbury hospital in which five 
women died and 90,000 smears 
had to be re-checked. 


He blamed (he internal mar- 
ket for the absence of arrange- 
ments to secure national 
standards and legal obstacles 
which prevented interference in 
the affairs of trusts even when 
they were falling down on the 
job. 

“The breast cancer screen- 
ing service in Exeter and the cer- 
vical cancer screening service in 
Canterbury ... were a disgrace. 
And the failure to have in place 
a system which could identify 
promptly things that were go- 
ing wrong and then put them 
right was also a disgrace,” be 
said. 

All health authorities and 
trusts have been ordered to in- 
stitute a new programme by 
next February to ensure all 
screening programmes meet 
national standards. All breast 
units have been told to review 
their arrangements for securing 
a high quality service and sub- 
mit reports by next January. 

Historically, the cervical 
screening service has had the 
greatest problems because it 
grew slowly from the 1960s 
with each local service operat- 
ing its own system. The breast 
screening service began in 1988 
and operated to national stan- 
dards from the start. 


STAY IN TOUCH • STAY IN POCKET 


30p an hour. 
It’s so wrong 
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CON TRACT 

monthly bills ksveb 

CONNECTION CHANGES 

buy THE FtAGEH 


/viiNi ca// 


for turtlie 


, r information FreeCaH 


0500 SOS 


So write. 


We believe that most British 
people would be horrified at the 
hardship behind many of the goods ■ 
they buy. Wages of less than £3 a day 
are common. . • 

• So we welcome the steps that 
supermarkets have taken to sign up 
to ethical codes of conduct. 

Registered charily no 258003 


But now it’s time for supermarkets 
to turn principles agreed on paper 
into practice, with tangible benefits 
for Third World families. 

Shoppers need to know that the 
products they buy meet basic 
minimum standards for ail workers, 
wherever they are. 


We're collecting coupons to let 
supermarket directors know how 
strongly their customers feel. 

So make your mark. Send the 
coupon. Or call us on 0345 000 300. 

Christian! lAid 

We believe in life before death 

WWw.0new0rid.CW3/dvistlan_ald 
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Designed by 

Dell. 

Built by Dell. 

Recommended 

by PC Pro. 
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PC Pro Magazine only gave one home computer its highly coveted 
Recommended Award for November"*: ir was rhe Dell Dimension 1 " XPS 
D30D MT. Beating the competition hands-down, ir earned the verdict of 
"an extremely good value, feature parked PC that offers catting edge 
technology for under £2.000." It has everything you need - in a home 
computer that won't grow out-of-date quickly. Bur you won't find 
rhe Dimension XPS D30D MT in any computer store: to bring you the 
latest technology, we only build our systems after you order. In fact, 
were the worlds largest direct PC manufacturer*. So call us now. And 


award yourself an award-winner. 


— PcPrtt Nownter 1997 tour. 'Sourer IOC 


PC PRO AWARD WINNING SYSTEM 


DELL DIMENSION™ XPS D300 MT i!,uw*r- 

• INIEL PHmUM* H PROCESSOR 300MHZ fj^75L 

•64MB SDRAM 7S 

• 6.4GB HARD DRIVE l 

• HIGH PERFORMANCE TRINITRON" TCO 17' COLOUR 
SVGA MONITOR (026 DOT PITCH, 15-65° VIEWABLE AREA) 

•512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

•STB vaoanr nVIDIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB sgram video memory 

• 12-24X CD-ROM DRIVE 

•AWE 64 SOUND CARD AND AUEC LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE WITH 3 X 100MB CARTRIDGES 
•MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 AND MICROSOFT* OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION 

£1799 (£2,1 49.08 lie. tuiiin i vh) 

•ADD A US ROBOTICS 56KB MODEM FOR ONLY £70 (£82^5) INC VAT} 

•WE HAVE A NUMBER OF PRINTER OPTIONS AVAILABLE - ASK FOR DETAILS 

DELL DIMENSION™ XPS M233s MT 

• INTEL PENTIUM PR0CBS0R WITH MMX» TECHNOLOGY 233MHZ 
•32MB SDRAM 
•4.3GB HARD DRIVE 

•STB NfTRO 3D GX 64-BIT PCI GRAPHICS CARD WITH 4MB EDO VIDEO RAM 

• 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR U DOT PITCH, 15.9* VIEWABLE AREA} 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND AND ALTEC LANSING ACS290 SPEAKERS 

• MICROSOFT OFFICE SMALL BUSINESS SUTTON 

• US ROBOTIC 56KB MODEM 


£1,259 (£1,5 15.58 


IRC. DlllfCOT 


SPECIAL HOME SOFTWARE PACK 


FOR ONLY £49 (£57.57 INC VII) YOU CAN EHJOY A FAHTASTK 
SELECTION OF TOP MICROSOFT® SOFTWARE TITLES INCLUDING: 

• MS CNCARW* 97 (USJ - INTERACTIVE MLH71MQHA BiOYIflWEDtA 

• MS BKARTA WORLD AHAS - A MUDIMSHA VIEW 0FTHE WORLD 

• MS GOLF (US] -TEST YOUR GOLFING SKILLS ON WORLD-FAMOUS COURSE 

• MS MONEY (US) - HOPS YOU BALANCE ACCOUNTS, 

PLAN HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS AND MUCH MORE 


Deu 



MI 6 case may become second ‘Spycatcher’ 


A former MI6 agent 
appeared in court 
yesterday charged with 
disclosing confidential 
information about his 
work. The case, writes 
Jason fiennetto. Crime 
Correspondent, 
threatens to became a 
repeat of the notorious 
^catcher affair. 


John Tomlinson. 34> was named 
for the first time yesterday as the 
former MJ6 agent accused of 
trying to publish a book con- 
taining sensitive secrets. 


He is the first person to be 
charged under the 1989 Official 
Secrets Act and could face up 
to two years in jail if convicted. 

He is accused of providing 
an Australian publisher earlier 
this year with & synopsis of a 
book about the Secret Intelli- 
gence Service. MI6 argue that 
information obtained from his 
time in the service from 1991 to 
1995 would be highly damaging. 

Mr IbmlinsoD, who was 
named after his lawyer suc- 
cessfully applied for reporting 
restrictions to be lifted, is un- 
derstood to have worked in 
Moscow and Bosnia, recruited 
spies and was involved in 
Middle Eastern intelligence. 

. He was dismissed by M36 


and attempt to take his case to 
an industrial tribunal, but Mal- 
colm RifltiDd,the then Foreign 
Secretary, prevented it citing 
“national security reasons”. 

He was remanded in custody 
yesterday at Bow Street Mag- 
istrates Court in London for a 
week. He was arrested on Fri- 
day and charged under Section 
1 of the Official Secrets Act 
1989. 

Wearing a crumpled suit 
and open-neck shirt, unshaven 
and wifh tousled hair, he spoke 
only to confirm his name. 

Dm Sharping, the Crown 
Prosecution Service solicitor, 
said that after leaving the in- 
telligence service, Mr Tbmlin- 
son had indicated to his former 


employers that he was writing 
a book. MI6 obtained mjunc- 
tions prev enti ng any publication 
of the book, but Mr Ibmbhson 
continued with the enterprise, 
the court was told. - 

Ms Sharpting said "... in 
May of this year it was discov- 
ered that he might be intending 
to write a book and to give that 
book to publishers in Australia. 

“Officers of the Metropoli- 
tan Police Special Branch were 
dispatched to Australia to in- 
terview a publisher who was 
able to give direct evidence of 
Tbmlinson's intention to publish 
his manuscript 

“We really fear that he will, 
continue to endeavour to make 
his manuscript available.” 



Musical youths: Pupils from Longley Primary School in Sheffield, rehearsing for last night's Music for Youth Prom 
at the Royal Albert Hall in London, where they were joined by other young musicians from across the country 


Unions at turning 
point, says UN 


Patients sue over 
LSD treatment 



Union membership has 
dropped sharply over the past 
decade in most countries, but 
the spread of democracy pre- 
sents historic opportunities, 
according to the International 
Labour Office, an arm of the 
United Nations. 

And despite an estimated 10 
per cent drop in the number of 
trade unionists over the past 
decade, there has been no cor- 
responding reduction in union 
influence, says the ILO's latest 
annual World Labour Report 

Duncan Campbell, a senior 
author of the report and advis- 
er on industrial relations to 10 
east Asian countries, argues 
that the “globalisation ” of trade 
and the increasing indepen- 
dence of individual enterprises, 
does not necessarily mean the 
destruction of trade unionism. 

Mr Campbell says that while 
it is likely that some countries 
will continue to “bid down” the 
wages and conditions of work- 
ers and unions would lose in- 
fluence, most economies even in 
the Third World are realising 
there is a limit to economic 
expansion fuelled by low costs 
and unsophisticated products. 


Cleveland ‘tip 
of an iceberg’ 


A key figure in the Cleveland 
abuse crisis said children caught 
up in it were “the tip of the ice- 
berg”. Sue Richardson, Cleve- 
land County Council's 
child-abuse consultant at the 
time, was speaking at a confer- 
ence yesterday marking its tenth 
anniversary. 

Most of the 1 21 children di- 
agnosed as abuse victims by 
Middlesbrough General Hos- 
pital doctors and taken into care 
were eventually allowed home, 
which Organisers of the con- 
ference still regard as a mistake. 

The diagnoses were by doc- 
tors Marietta Higgs and Geof- 
frey Wyatt, who, with Mrs 
Richardson, were criticised over 
their roles. Mrs Richardson 
said: “The figure of 121 was just 
the tip of the iceberg out of a 
population of 50Q,000. It is im- 
possible to say how many more 
children there might have 
been.” 

— Glenda Cooper 


There is also evidence that 
the so-called, tiger economies in 
the Pacific Basin are contem- 
plating some form of labour 
market regulation in order to 
cope with growing industrial 
unrest That presented unions 
with a role, he believes. 

Part of the explanation for 
a decline in unions - there are 
now 337 million members out 
of a non-agriculturai workforce 
of 13 billion - was the removal 
of Communist governments in 
central and Eastern Europe 
where membership of “unions" 
was compulsory. 

Presenting rhe study in 
Geneva yesterday, Michel 
Hansenne. director-general of 
the ILO, said the results point- 
ed to a “turning point" in glob- 
al industrial relations and that 
a decline in union membership 
told only part of the story. 

He sai± ■ “Where many 
observers ... see only decline, 
1 see increased democracy, 
greater pragmatism and free- 
dom for millions of workers to 
form representative organisa- 
tions to engage in collective bar- 
gaining with their employers." 

— Barrie Clement 


Up to 30 hospitals face legal 
action from patients who 
were given LSD to treat a 
variety of mental disorders 
and depression. 

Lawyers acting for 200 
former patients, who have 
suffered recurring “flash- 
backs " as a result of being 
given the drug, will shortly 
issue writs against a number 
of hospitals. 

The Legal action, which is 
likely to seek damages and 
compensation running into 
tens of thousands of pounds, 
wiU expose the use of LSD to 
treat patients for more than 
20 years from the 1950s. 

Those given the drug - in 
doses above the amount tak- 
en in recreational use - 
ranged from people with men- 
tal Alness to alcoholics and 
those suffering from post-na- 
tal depression. They were not 
told they were being given 
LSD and nor were they in- 
formed of its likely side effects. 

These include flashbacks 
where people re-live their 
first “trip", sometimes as of- 
ten as five times a week. One 


DAILY POEM 

The Obliterating Prizes 

by Adrian Mitchell 

A gruesome occurrence fell on me once 
When i was a sammy at oxford 

They chose me to be the college’s dunce 
O I was the lubber of oxford 

A conical hat they plunked on my head 
Those grievous old gories in o x ford 

With a D for Dunce wrote upon it in red 
Yes I was downderried at oxford 

Now underbred dunderheads romp round the town 
Through the blithering weather of oxford 

Each wears a gold cap and a silvery gown 
Each moocher but adrian in oxford 

And 1 cautiously watch their regalia Clap 
As l stand in the corner in oxford 

For now I’ve been wearing that overhead hat 
For twenty dark blue years of oxford 


This week's poems celebrate the 65th birthday of Adrian 
Mitchell, the lyrical, radical conscience of British poetry for 
40 years. They come from the new collection Heart on ihe Left 
Poems ] 953- 1984, published by Bloodaxe Books at £995 
“Among all the voices of the Court," says Ted Hughes, Adri- 
an Mitchell is “a voice as welcome as Lear’s Fool”. 


person has claimed the drug 
brought on epilepsy. 

Solicitors Alexander Har- 
ris, who are representing the 
legally-aided patients, are 
planning to bring a number 
of test cases against selected 
hospitals and health 
authorities. Senior partner 
Ann Alexander said that de- 
spite the difficulty of individ- 
ual cases dating back 30 years, 
they were confident the case 
would go ahead. 

“We anticipate issuing 
proceedings in the very near 
future," she said. 

The cases became known 
after patients at Fowick Men- 
tal Hospital, then part of 
West Midlands Health Au- 
thority, complained to their 
MB Ken Purchase. It then 
emerged that the problem 
was nation wide. Powidc hos- 
pital has since dosed. 

A spokesman for the 
Labour MP said: “Ken is 
pleased we’ve got this far - 
and will be even more pleased : 
if the actions are successful" j 
— Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Lager complaints 
rejected 


The tefeviswn-standaitis watch- 
dog Uimed down 130 com- 
plaints about a lager 
advertisement that poked fun at 
drought conditions in Africa. 

The Fosters Ice advert 
showed a Bushman walking in 
barren fields before di gging for 
a frog he planned to squeeze for 
moisture. The man's son, instead 
of pursuing such traditional 
ways of getting a drink, is seen 

going to a bar and gening a beer 

from a refrigerator. The com- 
plainants felt it was distasteful to 
treat drought and famine com- 
ically to sell beer. Some also felt 
the depiction of the old Bush- 
man digging for a would en- 
courage racist attitudes. 

But the Independent Tele- ' 
vision Commission said most 
viewers would see the adver- I 
tisement as a light-hearted pas- 
tiche and did not believe it I 

would encourage racist beliefs. 1 

— Paul McCann, 
Metia Correspondent 
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Mr Tomlinson was known to 
have “excellent knowledge” of . . . 
foe workings of the Internet and 
ft was feared that he intended 
to publish in that medium too, ■ 
she said. ■ . 

Outade the court, Mr Trim- 
iimann ’s sotichnr. John T fa flb am ,. 
said: “My client has a genome 
grievance against the Secret .. 
Intelligence Service which he 
has never been able to put for- .i 

ward in an independent tribunal 
or court It is what he has been 
trying to do all along.” . 

Government lawyers fear a 
repeat of the Spycaicher affair 
when Peter Wright, a former 
MI5 assistant director, sue- 
. rftssfiiPy publis h ed his memoirs. 2 :' 
in 1987. J 


Whale swims 
back to sea : ; . 

Coastguards were confident - 
yesterday that a stranded whale 
was safely back in the open sea. 
The 45ft female Mmke whaJs 
was found beached on Sunday 
on miidbankSai South Peafoy, 
near HuIL 

But with-a.risirig tide and a 
flotilla of boats the whale was 
coaxed out into the North Sea. ‘ 
The incoming tide floated the 
whale shortly after 4pm and it 
swam into the mrrm channel 
back out to sea. A Humber 
coastguard spokeswoman said 
it was good that the whale was 
back in the open sea. 


Oh, girl! 


Baby Rebecca Jarrett was a 
surprise delivery for her parents 
Stephen and Deborah. For die 
is the first giri bom into the fam- 
ily from Shrewsbury, Shrop- 
shire for more than a century. 
Mr Jarrett, 28. said: “Wvetost 
count of the number of boys. 
But we know there hasn’t been 
a girl for at least 125 years and 
it could be 140 years." 


ST. JOSEPH’S q 
HOSPICE ■ 

MARE ST. LONDON E8 4SA. - 
(Charity Ref. No. 231323) 

Since 1905 v#e have shared 
the grief and eased the pain 
of countless suffering souls. : : 
Last year alone 900 lound 
peace with the help of your’ 
vital gilts. Host of them died 
ot cancer - but so serenely , 
that you would hardly know.- r: 
Your concern is as encouraging ■* 
a* your generosity and we: 
thank you (or your Inspiring : 
trust. , r- 


Boy, 15, faces 
rape charges 

A schoolboy appearedin court 
yesterday charged with raping 
a gjri and bay, both aged sev- 
en, when he was 13. .The 
younger children lived hear the 
teenager in Nottingham, the 
city's crown court was told. 

The boy now aged 15, (femes 
raping the girl once and the boy 
on more than one occasion at 
his home. John Burgess, for the 
prosecution, said the _gjd was 
raped in a bedroom, but it was 
not until six months later that 
she told her cousin and the po- 
lice became involved. He told 
the jury: “A child under 14 can- 
not be guilty of a criminal of- 
fice unless at the time bekfrew 
what he was doing was seriously 
wrong. The prosecution say he 
did know this." 

Mr Burgess said the boy’s 
teacher had said he knew right 
from wrongs The care continues. 

Patient jailed 
over theft 

A doctor recognised the patient 
on a casualty department 
stretcher as a robber who bad 
held him up at knifepoint, a 
court was told yesterday. Dr 
James Moore remembered the 
face of Kart Tefemaque, 21, who 
had robbed him at a nightclub 
five months earlier. 

The doctor rang police from 
Cardiff Royal Infirmary while 
another medic treated the man 
for bis injuries. He then point- 
ed him out when officers ar- 
rived. Telemaque, of Ely, 
Cardiff, who was wanted for a 
string of other crimes, was 
jailed for six years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 


- •rT.'r gSfclST. 
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Bank arrest fuels 
Belgian scandals 


The latest in a string of 
bizarre Belgian scandals 
broke yesterday with the 
sensational revelation 
that the head of one of 
the bi g gest bank 
corporations in the 
Benelux area has been 
charged with criminal 
conspiracy and tax fraud 
on a massive scale. 
Katherine Butler reports 
from Brussels. 


Damien Wigny, 55-year- old 
chairman of KB-Lux, the Lux- 
embourg sister company of Bel- 
gium's Kredietbank, was 
arrested at the weekend for al- 
leged collusion with Rita Ver- 
siraeten, a tobacco heiress 
already facing charges of de- 
frauding the tax authorities to 
the tune of 2 billion Belgian 
Francs - about £34m. 

Mr Wigny. the son of Baron 
Pierre Wigny. a former Belgian 
justice minister, is officially a 
resident of Luxembourg. He 
was picked up on Saturday 
when he returned from (he 
Grand Duchy to spend All 
Souls Day, a public holiday 
and a traditional family occa- 
sion, with relatives in Belgium. 


Belgian police had staked out 
the family residence at Perwez- 
Eghezee. 

Investigating magistrates 
who have been following the 
money trail in the Verstraeien 
case for months believe Mr 
Wigny orchestrated a massive 
tax fraud scam. He is being held 
for suspected money launder- 
ing and on suspicion of head- 
ing a criminal conspiracy to 
defraud the tax authorities. 

Jean -Claude Leys, the judge 
leading the investigation, said 
Mr Wigny is believed to have 
personally assisted Rita Ver- 
straeten, a former hairdresser, 
to launder billions she inherit- 
ed from cigarette magnate 
Roger Gosset in 1991 in a se- 
cret Luxembourg account. 

The arrest will provoke re- 
newed criticism of Luxembourg 
as a tax haven. The Grand 
Duchy is under intense pressure 
from other EU governments to 
bring its bank secrecy and tax- 
ation laws into line. But it has 
also shaken the powerful Bel- 
go-Luxembouig banking world 
to the core. KB-Lux was being 
monitored closely by the Bel- 
gian tax and judicial authorities 
for at least three years. Up to 
300 accounts held by Belgians 
in the Luxembourg bank have 
been investigated on suspicion 
of tax fraud. 



Good intentions 
at Balkans summit 


Multistorey paridng: Cars swept on top of one another in Camas, southern Spun, after a night of 
torrential rain caused widespread flooding and damage across the Iberian peninsula Photograph: AP 

Britain honours Soviet military hero - 50 years late 

George Robertson, the Secretary of State and the Foreign Minister, Yevgeny Pri- visit, however, will be the presented 
for Defence, flew to Moscow last night to makov, are expected to give the go-ahead an honorary knighthood to the wid 
seal agreements for closer defence for a new joint commission to handle de- Ivan Konev, the Soviet marshal 
co-operation with Russia, and - more fence initiatives between the two countries, defeated the Germans in the great 
than 50 years late — bestow a special They will also clear the way for joint tank battle of Kursk and shared in th 
British honour on one of the Soviet Union’s naval exercises between the Royal Navy and turn of Berlin two years later. He wj 
greatest military heroes. the Russian fleet designed to help them of three Soviet commanders given ai 

In a round of meetings today, Mr to work together on peace-keeping and hu- oraiy knighthood by King George-V 
Robertson and top Russian officials, ia- manitarian missions around the world. the award was never presented becau 
duding his opposite number Igor Sergeyev The sentimental highpoint of his short Cold War then turned allies into fix 


visit, however, will be the presentation of 
an honorary knighthood to the widow of 
Ivan Konev, the Soviet marshal who 
defeated the Germans in the great J943 
tank battle of Kursk and shared in the cap- 
ture of Berlin two years later. He was (me 
of three Soviet commanders given an hon- 
orary knighthood by King George VL but 
the award was never presented because the 
Cold War then turned allies into foes. 


Protagonists in some of the 
Balkans’ bloodiest and most 
ancient feuds began a first ever 
regional summit yesterday with 
a flurry of signals of peace and 
reco ncilia tion - but with no 
guarantee that these would 
translate into a lasting outbreak 
of brotherhood between them. 

Opening the two-day en- 
counter in Iraklion, Crete, the 
Greek Prune Minister, Costas 
Shniti s urged his colleagues to 
“overcome the past and define 
our future together”, while 
Mesut Yilmaz of TUrkey, 
Greece’s sworn foe. spoke of the 
need to “leave behind nation- 
alism and animosity" so that the 
ftalkans could shed its bloody 
image once and for alL 

The first decisions of the 
summit built on these good in- 
tentions included an agreement 
to hold a second such gathering 
in Tlirkey in 1998, as well as reg- 
ular ministerial meetings and a 
concerted effort to reduce trade 
barriers. But die very structure 
of the meeting pointed to the 
practical difficulties ahead. 

The summit has no agenda, 
because none could be agreed. 
The leaders of Greece. TUrkey, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Albania, 
Yugoslavia and Macedonia 
were present But Croatia and 
Slovenia ignored the gathering, 
while Bosnia, ripped apart by 


conflict between 1992 and 1995^ 
was represented by a deputy 
foreign minister. 

Its success will be measured 

at least as much by two bflateral _ 
meetings on the summit side- 
lines as by what happens in the 
plenary sessions. . : h 

In the first, the Yugoslav 
President, Slobodan Milosevic, ' 
was discussing with the Alban-. 
fan prime Minister, FatosNaooc 
the worsening tensions in Koso- 
vo province, where Che anger of : - 
tbe ethnic Albanian majority at 
Mr Milosevic's policies appears; 
about to explode. J_; 

Last night, meanwhile, Mr 
Yzhoaz and Mr Simitis met for, - 
the first Greco-Turkish summit , 
on Greek soil in nirte years, 'm . : 
the hope of reducing frictions ~ 
over Cyprus and the eastern 
Aegean. After some coodEataiy 
remarks by the TUritishFpteigQ ' 
Minister, Ismail C era, digtomats ■ 
nourished cautious hopes last; 
night that at least the non-ag- 
gression pad brokered by the 

US at July's Nato summit in 
Spain could be revived. . . 

Since then, matters' have - 

gone from bad to wors6, cid- ’ 
minating in October’s reapro- . 
cal buzzing of planes carrying 
the two countries* Defence 
Ministers to and from viats to 
the Greek and Turkish portions ■■ 
of Cyprus. — Rupert Comwtdt 


The New Tudor Chronograph, 

around £1,000. 





Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black, white, red, green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel bracelet. Waterproof to fifty 
metres, scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement. 
A comprehensive range of Tudor models and further information is available from: 
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Kremlin delay on Cleric suspended 
fate of last tsar over Jew remark 


A Russian government commission decid- 
ed to delay until January making a recom- 
mendation on what to do with the bones 
of the last tsar. Nicholas H , and his fami- 
ly. The remains of Nicholas, Empress 
Alexandra and their children were dug up 
six years ago near Ekaterinburg, where they 
were shot by Bolshevik revolutionaries in 
2918. They are kept cases under lock and 
key in Ekaterinburg morgue. 

“Our scientists ... reported today a 
certainty of 99.9 percent that these are the 
remains of Nicholas II, the tsarina and the 
children.” the First Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, Boris Nemtsov, said. “But we none the 
less need to carry out... a small additional 
test that will take about two months.” 

— Reuters, Moscow 

The write stuff 

Dominique Noguezwon the Femina liter- 
ary prize for L'Amour Noir, about the suf- 
fering that comes with love, and Philippe 
Le Guillou earned the Mediris prize for Les 
Sept Noms du Pcimre describing the life of 
a con temporary artist. The awards mark the 
opening of France’s annual prize season, 
which crowns the best literary works in var- 
ious categories. AP - Paris 
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The Roman Catholic archbishop of Gdan- 
sk suspended a prominent priest who said 
Jews should have no place in Poland’s gov- 
ernment. Archbishop Tkdeusz Goclowski 
said Henryk Jankowski would be allowed 
to resume his job as a parish priest if he 
showed he h3d learned a lesson during the 
year-long suspension. 

FT Jankowski effectively served as a chap- 
lain to Solidarity after it arose in Gdansk’s 
shipyard in 1980 as the Soviet bloc's first 
free trade union. Reuters - Gdansk 

Trial told of torture 

One of 19 ethnic Albanians on trial in Ser- 
bia’s Kosovo province testified yesterday, 
describing torture inflicted on him by Serb 
police and undressing in court to show traces 
of the beatings. 

Nait Hasani, a Kosovo student charged 
with terrorism and separatism, is considered 
the key figure in the trial. Mr Hasani, who 
was arrested in late January, is suspected 
of leading a shadowy a paramilitary group 
called the Kosovo liberation Army, which 
is striving for the province’s independence 
from Serbia. 

AP - Pristina 
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Iraq threatens to turn its 
guns on US spy planes 


Saddam Hussein 
yesterday warned that 
he might shoot down US 
U-2 spy planes that are 
on loan to the UN and 
flying over Iraq in 
support of UN weapons 
inspectors. Patrick Cockbum 
reports on the latest 
raising of the stakes in 
the Iraqi President's 
battle to divide the 
coalition ranged against 
him 


Arab sources said the Iraqi 
Ambassador to the UN, Nizar 
Hamdoon, sent a letter last 
weekend to chief weapons in- 
spector Richard Butler warning 
him that Iraqi forces were on 
alert for a possible US air strike. 

The letter warned Butler 
th»at he must assume responsi- 
bility for authorising surveQ- 
lancx“ flights “especially in the 
circui'ostances in which our 
anti-aii "craft artillery is open 
everywhere in anticipation of 
possible aggression” the 

sources sai,d. 

The US Aral ^assador to the UN, 
BUI Richardst U called the Iraqi 
threat an “tm. ’-sponsible esca- 
lation" of the cn. 'sis, and a threat 


to escalate the confrontation 
into a military showdown. 

“This is a direct threat on the 
United Natrons,” Mr Richard- 
son told reporters following a 
meeting at UN headquarters. “A 
direct military thr eat to the 
United Nations." 

Earlier, President Sad d a m 
called for dialogue to resolve the 
stand-off, the official Iraqi news 
agency (INA) said. He said 
Iraq wanted “a clear and com- 
plete picture” of when the UN 
would lilt all of its sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Speaking of the UN inspec- 
tors, be added: “If they have a 
question here or there, these 
questions and explanation have 
lasted for seven years and 
maybe they will last more ... the 
bulk of them are silly and 
provocative.” Iraq has already 
prevented three US inspectors 
from entering the country from 
Bahrain. 

In the hope of defusing the 
crisis, Kofi Annan, the UN Sec- 
retary General, is sending a 
team to Iraq. 

Newt Gingrich, the House 
Speaker, said the message must 
be sent “that the United States 
w ill take whatever steps are nec- 
essary to enforce an ability to 
inspect”. He said that “ab- 
solutely” included military 
strikes. 


New Zealand's ‘Thatcher* takes over from Bolger 


New Zealand’s long-serving Prime 
Minister, Jim Bolger, announced 
yesterday that he would resign. 
The country will have its first 
woman PM r Jenny Shipley, who 
has been called a New Zealand 
version of Margaret Thatcher. 
David Barber in Wellington says the 
change in leadership will mean a 
turn to the right. 


Jim Bolger, 62, leader of the conservative 
National Parly since 1986 and Prime Min- 
ister for the last seven years, announced he 
would step down later this month after Jen- 
ny Shipleytold him he bad lost the support 
of a majority of his MPs. 

Mrs Shipley, 45, Minister of Transport 
and Women's Affairs, is a tough politician 
who has been likened to former British 
prime minister, Margaret Thatcher. As So- 
cial Welfare Minister in 1990 she presided 
over wide-ranging cuts in benefits of up 
to 25 per cent. As Minister of Health 
from 1993 she introduced disastrously un- 
popular health reforms which remain the 
biggest problem for the government in 
voters’ eyes. 

After refusing all day to go, Mr Bolger 
issued a late night statement saying “chang- 
ing circumstances make it appropriate for 
me to step down as Prime Minister". 

He said be was signalling his intention 
to retire now to permit an orderly transi- 
tion for the National Party's coalition gov- 



Right turn; Jenny Shipley steps into Jim Bolger’s place Photographs: Reuters 


eminent with Winston Peters* populist New 
Zealand First party. 

But there was widespread speculation 
that as Prime Minister, Mrs Shipley would 
end the 11 -month-old formal coalition 
which has become one of the country’s most 
unpopular governments ever; it scored a 
90 per cent disapproval rating in a recent 
polk 


Although NZ First's 17 MR give the 
coalition a single seat majority in Parlia- 
ment, analysts predicted Mrs Shipley could 
dump Mr Peters, who is Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Treasurer, and run a minority gov- 
ernment with the support of a handful of 
disaffected NZ First MPs. the eight rep- 
resentatives of the right-wing ACT NZ par- 
ty (formerly the Association of Consumers 


and Taxpayers) and the lone United NZ 
ME Peter Dunne. 

Mr Peters, once the country’s most pop- 
ular politician, attracted an 88 per cent un- 
favourable rating in a recent poll of voters 

and is blamed by many National Party back- 
benchers for the gpveinment’s unpopularity. 

Mre Shipley indicated that Mr Pieters <hd 

not figure in her future plans when she did 
not consult him on her move, merely in- 
forming h«n this morning that she had the 
numbers to oust Mr Bolger. Support for NZ 
First, which won 13 per cent of the vote at 
the election in October last year, has 
slipped to 2 per cent in opinion polls. 

A leadership bid by Mbs Shipley has long 
been on the cards as the polls showed sup- 
port for foe coalition dwindling. A poll last 
month indicated the main opposition 
Labour Party, led by Helen Clark, would 
. romp home in an immediate electron. 

But the timing of Mrs Shipley’s challenge 
stunned political analysts who had not ex- 
pected her to move until the New Year. The 
plot to oust Mr Bolger quickly was appar- 
ently hatched over the last two weeks while 
he and his party deputy. Foreign Minister 
Don McKinnon, were overseas attending 
foe Commonwealth Heads of Government 
meeting in Edinburgh and making a state 
visit to France. 

Mr Bolger is seen by many in the 
National Party to have been too soft with 
his big-spending coalition partners in New 
Zealand First at the cost of National's 
traditional right-wing policies and fiscal 
restraint. Mrs Shipley has never been 
accused of being too soft on anyone. 
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Economic crisis forces Thai Prime Minister to quit 


Chavalit Yongchaiyudh, 
Thailand’s embattled 
Prime Minister, has 
announced he is stepping 
down from office after 
just II months. During 
that time, Thailand has 
entered its worst 
economic crisis for 
decades. As Matthew 
Chance writes from 
Bangkok, the PM has 
been shouldering much 
of the blame. 


It was the announcement many 
Thais have been waiting for. Af- 
ter months of deepening eco- 
nomic hardship, provoking 
heated street demonstrations in 


Bangkok over recent weeks, 
Mr Chavalit could wait no 
longer to end the months of 
speculation over his future. 

“I think it is time to open a 
chance for another person to 
work. The country will have a 
new government, and new peo- 
ple to serve in it,” he told re- 
porters. 

Nationwide radio and tele- 
vision quoted foe Prime Min- 
ister as saying that he would 
remain in office at least until to- 
morrow. before seeking the ap- 
proval of King Bbumibol as the 
Thai constitution requires. In 
the meantime, perhaps in a 
bid to salvage something from 
the crisis of his administration. 
Mr Chavalit says he will see 
through parliament a number of 
key items of financial legislation. 

There is no escaping the fact 


that at foe end of his short, 1 1- 
montb administration, Thai- 
land's once dynamic “Asian 
tiger” economy lies in disarray. 
The country’s banking and 
property sectors, once booming 
and lucrative, have stagnated, 
sending Thailand’s finances 
plummeting. No less than 58 
Thai financial companies, 
buried in billions of pounds 
worth of debt, have been sus- 
pended from operations. And 
since July, a financial crisis has 
seen the currency, the baht, lose 
half its value. 

An emergency rescue pack- 
age for Thailand, brokered by 
the International Monetary 
Fund three months ago, worth 
more than 10 billion pounds, re- 
stored some confidence in foe 
embattled Thai economy. But 
Thailand’s failure to act quick- 


fyto implement much-needed fi- 
nancial cut-backs has heightened 
suspicions amongst investors 
that the government is compla- 
cent abouL economic reform, 
And the local press, the public 
at large, even members of his 
own government have repeatedly 
named the Prime Minister as the 
man to blame above all Others. 

The exit of Mr Chavalit 
from power may not be the 
complete solution to Thafland’s 
economic -woes. In his an- 
nouncement, the Prime Minis- 
ter made no mention of who 
was to succeed him. or what 
form the new government 
would take. And there is con- 
cern that confusion might re- 
place the chaos of the Chavalit 
government, and a c h ange at the 
top might delay serious eco- 
nomic reform. 


Afghanistan breakthrough 

The TaJiban and its opponents moved closer to the negotiating 
table, a senior UN official said yesterday. The breakthrough came 
last week when former communist general and elhnic-Uzbek war- 
lord Rashid Dostum released as many as 200 Taliban prisoners 
being held in northern Afghanistan. The Taliban has responded 
by accepting a list from Mr Dostum of as many as 200 men ap- 
parently being held by the Taliban. — AP, Islamabad 

Push to delay Kenyan poll 

A prominent Kenyan politician who helped father a cross-party 
reform package argued for foe delay of elections and a govern- 
ment of national unity. George Anyona said presidential mid par- 
liamentary elections could be held as late as next ApriL The received 
reading of the constitution, is that the elections must be held and 
foe results declared before President Daniel arap Moi's term ex- 
pires on 3 Januaiy. — Reuters, Nairobi 

Director’s death halts film 

Production of an Indian-made movie thriller about Kashmiri ter- 
rorists has stalled following the death of its director in India. Mukul 
An and, 46, under stress because of violence surrounding India's 
film industry, died in September of a heart attack. His death came 
shortly after he flew back from Utah, where he had been film- 
ing near Sail Lake City. Anand's name had reportedly appeared 
recently on a hit list of Indian filmmakers targeted by the 
underworld. — A/J Soft Lake City 

Memorial to Laika 

Russian space scientists unveded a plaque yesterday to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the first living creature sent into space 
- Laika, a mongrel dog. Laika, a stray found on the streets of 

aboard 


Moscow, literally rocketed to fame aboard a Soviet space ship 
on 3 November 1957. She burned up along with foe satellite as 
it returned to foe Earth’s atmosphere. — - A/J Moscow 


Suicides reopen paedophile 
row in New South Wales 


An apparent suicide pact by 
three Australian youth work- 
ers being investigated over an 
alleged paedophile ring has 
reopened an outciy over the 
sexual abuse of children. 
Tlvo of the men died after ap- 
parently gassing themselves 
in a car near Brisbane, 
Queensland A third man was 
critically ill and is in hospital. 

They worked in northern 
New South Wiles with home- 
less and destitute children. 
One worked for foe state’s 
department of health in 
Arm (dale, in foe New Eng- 
land district, where officers 
from the state's child-pro- 
tection enforcement agency 
raided houses last week and 
seized what was described as 
child pornography. 

TWo of the men in foe car 
were arrested during the 
raids and charged with inde- 
cent assault and homosexu- 
al intercourse wiih a child 
aged between 10 and 16. 

Police are believed to be 
looking for four other men af- 
ter allegations that a dozen 
minors in the New England 
district were sexually abused. 

The disclosures come af- 


ter a year of publicity, alle- 
gations and inquiries into 
paedopbfie activity. A rqyaJ 
commission of inquiry head- 
ed by James Wood a former 
judge, covered alleged pro- 
tection of paedophiles by 
police. Seven witnesses com- 
mitted suicide, including a' 
former Supreme Court judge 
and two policemen. Mr 
Wood's report led to a police 
shake-up, and several 
charges being laid over child 
sexual abuse. 

A fortnight ago Franca 
Arena, a Labor MP in the 
New South Wales parliament 
and campaigner against child 
abuse, said Bob Carr, the 
slate premier, and Peter 
Collins, the opposition 
leader, conspired with Mr 
Wood to conceal names of 
people in high places al- 
legedly involved in pae- 
dophile activities. 

All three denied the alle- 
gation. Mr Can appointed 
another inquiry into Mrs 
Arena’s charges, before 
which she declined to appear, 

and its report next week is ex- 
pected to condemn her. 

- Robert MiHlken. Sydney 
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The Party’s over, but the memories still live on 




__ V ° ^ ^ oscow yesterday. Life for many Russians has got steadily worse since the end of the Soviet era, and for some (right) the past inspires not hatred but nostalgia 

This week marks the 
®Oth anniversary of 


Photographs: AP 


Russia’s October 
Revolution, an event 
which heralded some of 
history’s sorriest 
episodes. Yet Russians 
are increasingly 
ambivalent about their 
past. 

As Phil Reeves reports, 
Homo Sovieticus has 
found a habitat in post- 
Communist Russia. 


The picture showed a strapping, 
blonde Slavic-looking woman 
striding through a field brim- 
ming with wheat on her way to 
ii another joyful day labouring in 
the fields for the good of the 
people. 

The camera cuts to another 
image, a painting of Joseph Stal- 
in. his chest inflated with 
patriotic pride. And then, to a 
third: another heroic portrait of 
the dictator. looking resolute 
but avuncular. 

For a moment, the clock 
seemed to have spun back half 
a century. But then Boris 
Yeltsin appeared on screen. It 
was the first day's broadcasting 
of Kultura (Culture) TV. a new 
state-run channel bunched on 
Saturday, on the president's 
orders, to promote Russian art 
_ and traditions in the face of a 
tidal wave of Western pop cul- 
ture. At last, he said, Russians 
could seriously discuss spiritual 
values, their morality, their 
heritage. 

'lobe fair, the Stalin portraits 
were only a few minutes of a day 
devoted to wall-to-wall films, 
ballet, and a concert by the three 
tenors, Domingo, Pavarotti and 
Carreras. 

Yet the implication, under- 
lined by endless interviews with 
ex-Soviet “people’s artists”, was 
dear. The Party, literally, is over, 
but Lhe Soviet Union's achieve- 
ments have a place in today’s 
Russia. 

Or at least, for some. The 
80th anniversary of the Revo- 
lution on Friday will reveal that 
Russia is suffering from a deep- 
ening identity crisis, bought 
about by both an ideological 
vacuum that has followed the 
"end of Communism and the 
genuine fear of a Slavic people 
which, with its population 
plunging, feels painfully under 
threat. 

Two motions drawn up in 
parliament last week revealed 
its contours. One, authored by 
the dominant Communists, 
congratulated the nation on 
the SOth anniversary, and 
declared that the ideals “for 
v- which the older generations 

' selflessly fougbt remain alive in. 

the hearts of millions of 
countrymen”. (It passed.) The 
other, from an independent, 
called for the revolution to be 
condemned as “a coup that es- 
tablished a totalitarian regime 
in the country based on mass 

terror” (It failed.) 

Russia’s ambivalence about 
its history was even more evi- 
dent on Thursday, remem- 
brance day for the victims ot 
political persecution. Given the 
scale of suffering - the slaugh- 
ter of millions by Lenin and 
Stalin, the deportation of entire 
nations, the labour camps, the 
repression of Jews, intellectuals, 
dissidents - one might expect 
such an occasion to bring the 
country 1 to a stunned, horrmea, 

halt. It didn’t 

There were a few cere 
monies. Some 400 people 
a forest outside St Petersburg, 
lhe site of a mass grave for vic- 


tims of Stalin’s Great Terror in 
1936-37. Yet the turn-out was 
tiny, when compared with the 
46,000 people believed to have 
been buried there by the NKVD, 
forerunners to the KGB. 

“We must admit that we 
have lost the fervour with which 
we denounced the political 
butchers in the early 1990s and 
the sympathy we felt for the vic- 
tims of the Bolshevik regime,” 
said the newspaper Rossiskiye 
I'bsti. “We tend to repeat the 
phrase which was popular in 
Brezhnev’s time: the persecu- 
tion campaigns were evil, but 
not everything was black or 
white.” 

The staff of Russia's parlia- 
ment, the State Duma, went one 
step further. On the same day, 
they held a concert and lavish 
awards ceremony to honour 
those who stormed the Ostan- 
kino television centre in 
Moscow an attempt to unseat 
Boris Yeltsin during his stand- 
off with parliament in 1993. Tb 
many liberal eyes, this was tan- 
tamount to honouring a band of 
hardline Soviet reactionaries. 

The absence of any mass 
sense of outrage about the past 
flaws has multiple roots. Rus- 
sia's historical memory has been 
warped by decades of Soviet 
propaganda and censorship, 
and by a weary disillusionment 
with the new society (and its 
western friends). The rest of the 
world perceived the end of the 
Soviet Empire as a distinct 
punctuation mark, a rending be- 
tween Lhe past and the future. 
But for the majority of Russians, 
especially those outside larger 
cities, life has continued seam- 
lessly, usually getting worse. 

Homo Sovieticus is still at 
large all around them. They still 
need a residence permit to live 
in Moscow (despite the consti- 
tutional guarantee of freedom 
of movement). In the provinces, 
the security services still pry, 
supporting governments which 
are run by the old Communist- 
era apparatchiks. The courts are 
often unfair, Lhe prisons, filthy; 
the police, brutal. 

Despite Mr Yeltsin’s efforts 
to introduce enabling laws it is 
usually impossible to buy land. 
The shops are basic. And Rus- 
sia’s genuine triumphs — free 
speech, the right to travel abroad 
-mean Bttle to the economically 


have not materialised. So why 
should they reject the past, an 
era that inspires not hatred but 
nostalgia? 

Nor is this phenomenon 
confined to the impoverished, 
the majority who have gained 
nothing from the privatisation 
of 70 per cent of Russia’s econ- 
omy. Homo Sovieticus has also 
spawned a modern, cos- 
mopolitan successor who moves 
cheerfully amid the banks, bou- 
tiques and glittering sew malls 
of Moscow. 

Less Soviet than Russian 
patriot, he believes in capital- 
ism combined with state inter- 
ventionism (and lots of foreign 
investment), including state- 
owned tend. He runs his fieftkm 
with an iron rod, helped by his 
security forces; he has some dis- 
tinct imperialist markings, such 
as a conviction that Sevastopol 
in Ukraine should be returned 
to Russia- 

Like the Soviets* he enjoys 
erecting enormous monuments 
- for instance, to the triumph 
over the Nazis, and to Peter the 
Great. He believes in the cult 
of the personality, and is con- 
stantly seeking the national 
limelight His name is Yuri 
Luzhkov, Moscow's mayor. 
And he is perhaps the strongest 

contender to be the next pres- 
ident of this vast land. . 
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Tories play safe with mumsy Euro-sceptic in Beckenham 


Jacqui Laft has a disarming answer 
to the Piers Merchant 'problem*. 
She tells Cofin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, she*s too 
'motherly* to be involved In a sex 
scandal. 



“I don't look like someone who is going to 
get involved in sleaze," said Jacqui Lait, the 
Tory candidate in the Beckenham by-elec - 
trotL Pressed to say what she meant, Ms Lait 
- she is happily married - said: “It*s not my 
style. Someone said 1 had been described 
in the press as motherly. I don’t mind that " 
Being described as “motherly” is hard- 
ly a problem for Ms Lait, who is fighting 
a seat vacated by the former Tory MP Piers 
Merchant, who resigned after being video- 
recorded in bed with an ex-hostess. 

Ms Lair’s biggest problem at the moment 
is fighting shy of the accusation that she is 
pro-European, and a “Kennite’*, a mem- 
ber of the Ken Clarke tendency, 

A former chairman of the European 
Union of Women (British Section) who lias 




Gerry Malone (right) campaigning in 
Winchester with Peter Ulley 
Photograph: Andrew Buurman . 
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Europe among her interests, she is suspi- 
ciously Europhile for some Tory MPs. 

However, when pressed on the issue, 
she is resolutely behind the new leader, 
William Hague, in rejecting the argu- 
ments of Mr Clarke and his friends on the 
single currency. 


As a former Parliamentary Private Sec- 
retary to Mr Hague, she says she has no 
hesitation in supporting her party leader's 
line ruling out entry to the single curren- 
cy in the next Parliament. She also denies 
going through a conversion to Euro-scep- 
ticism. have always been deeply scepti- 


cal of die practicalities of the single cur- 
rency she said. 

Ms Lait was the MP for Hastings and 
Rye. a seat she lost at tbe last election, and 
the first woman into the Tbry whip’s office. 
She dissociates herself from tbe campaign 
against the leader being run by tbe former 


Chancellor and his friends over Europe. “It 
is crazy. On the whole, tbe thing is just not 
an issue.” Al her selection conference, Ms 
Lait told the Beckenham Tories that Eu- 
rope was not an issue in the sense that the 
Tories were in government. Ms Lait, who 
lists her recreations as walking, swim- 


ming, theatre, food and wine, told the lo- 
cal party she would fight the by-election on 
local isues, including education and health. 

Mr Clarke's friends privately said they 
were worried at being blamed for a set-back 
in tbe by-election. It is being held on 20 No- 
vember, the same day as polling in the Win- 
chester by-election, where Gerry Malone, 
the former minister, has a re-run after suc- 
cessfully appealing against a Liberal De- 
mocrat victory on grounds of irrcgulantfos 
at the general election. 

Ms Lait said she lost the Hastings seat 
d rirt to demographic changes. Mr Merchant 
had a majority of 4,953 over Labour on. I 
May. The aim of a short three-week cam- 
paign is to give Labour little time to or- 
ganise, but the timing of the campaign, after 
the let-down by the MFs private life, leaves 
Ms Lait facing a possible backlash in tbe 
midst of the most serious Tbty split since 
the divisions over free trade. 
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Press freedom 
to rest in hands 
of judges 


The Lord Chancellor 
conceded yesterday ft 
was “very likely” that 
judges would apply 
their own law on press 
privacy. Michael Streeter 
and Colin Brown look at 
press freedom and the 
Royal Family. 


Lord Irvine insisted that the 
freedom of tbe press would be 
safeguarded by both British 
and European judges, fol- 
lowing tbe incorporation of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights into British 
law, and said die Government 
had no plans for privacy leg- 
islation of its own. 

His statement came as 
Downing Street and Buck- 
ingham Palace denied a report 
that the Queen's private sec- 
retary, Sir Robert Fellowes, 
had been secretly pressing 
the Government to use the 
convention to protect the 
Royal Family from press in-, 
txuskm into their private lives. 

Following the death of 
Diana. Princess of W&les, 
there was an agreement by tbe 
press to avoid intrusion. But 
the Government responded to 
fears that the incorporation of 
the Convention could be used 
by the Royals and celebrities 
to seek injunctions to stop ac- 
curate press disclosures about 
their private lives. 

Opening the Lords second 
reading debate on the Human 
Rights Bill, he said; “1 say as 
strongly as 1 can to the press, 
l understand your concerns 
but let me assure you that 
press freedom will be in safe 
hands with our British judges 
and with the judges of the Eu- 
ropean Court." 

Accepting the likelihood of 
judges developing a common 
law on privacy, he added: “Any 
law of privacy will be a better 
law after incorporation.” 

The European Court in 
Strasbourg - which will re- 
main as the ultimate arbiter 
of the Convention - had al- 
ready shown its hostility to at- 
tempts by public figures 10 
restrict comment, a view 
echoed by British judges, said 


Lord Irvine. He said he saw 
no prospect of late-night in- 
junctions disrupting newspa- 
per publication “if the press 
have solid grounds for main- 
taining that there is a public 
interest in publishing”. 

The Lord Chancellor went 
on to confirm ministers' back- 
ing for media self-regulation, 
saying: “The Government is 
not introducing a privacy 
statute. It has resisted de- 
mands that it should.” 

Legal experts have already 
predicted a judge-made law of 
privacy, but they suggest 
judges will pay similar atten- 
tion to the right of freedom 
of expression -also enshrined 
in the Convention. 

A Downing Street source, 
dismissed as “bizarre, eccen- 
tric 24-carat tosh" a report that 
Sir Robert had intervened. 
The source added: “I think 
someone is out to get Robert 
fuflowes." Buckingham Palace 
was also forthright in its denials 
of the report as “completely 
without foundation”. 

A Palace spokesman said: 
“At no stage has the Palace 
tried, either publicly or pri- 
vately, to seek special treat- 
ment on behalf of the Queen 
and members of die Royal 
family." 

For the Conservatives, 
Lord Kingsland confirmed 
they would not vote against 
tbe BilL But be stressed: “If 
this Bill goes on the statute 
book it will have a clear and 
defining influence on the bal- 
ance of power between the 
legislature and the judiciary.” 

He said he supported the 
terms of the Convention 
“wholeheartedly" but he was 
concerned about its effects on 
existing British legislation. 

The human rights lawyer. 
Lord Lester of Heme Hill QC. 
called for “some genuinely in- 
dependent authority”, ideal- 
ly the Press Complaints 
Commission, to maintain the 

sensitive balance between free j 
speech and personal privacy. 
“If lhat happens then the de- ' 
velopment of a right of privacy 1 
... will not lead,- normally, to 
judicial intervention against 
the media.” said the Liberal 
Democrat peer. 
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Hague takes firm 
line on shadow 
cabinet dissidents 


^“ gofToryfrt) " ti — h 
Hr: n ir ur ^»/wi.na m 
Hague yesterday. With no 

° r qUarter off ered by 

^ew Conservative leader, ^ 
Goodw#n Anthony Bevins 
J*? °^ the continuing tremors 

^European Sfngl e 


Hague yesterday offered his party the 
E? “■* of leadership, with SL 
“at the party would oppose next weckW 
ond reading of ihe Amsterdam Treaty, and 
^a any frombenchers who could not 
^ low ^ Earo-sceptic line should reS 
X raiher Ihan gencrale “ntinuin^ 

hv ? abnefcani paigi] visit to the Paisley 
c J n P a « n ' Mr Hague saiZ 
Its always disappointing when some- 
tody resigns. but it is better they resign if 

leader of the party than if we try to cover 

l U n P ,K K ni[ely aQd have the ten- 

sion that brings. 

As for next Tuesday's Commons vote on 
the Amsterdam Treaty - the next big bone 
of contention with his own pro-European 
dissidents - Mr Hague said: “1 don't Sink 
we should have too much difficulty on that, 
it everybody remembers what they cam- 
paigned on in the general election." 

But in a warning of continuing conflict 
ahead, Kenneth Clarke suggested that if the 
Shadow Cabinet wanted to perform a 
bead-stand on the single currency, it must 
not expect him to follow suit. 

Mr Clarke, the former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, told a British travel agents' con- 
vention in Tenerife: "Now we have a gov- 
ernment that is saying ‘Let's wait a little 
longer', and an Opposition that is saying 
‘Let’s wait - and wail’." 

However, in a stark condemnation of the 
new stance taken by Mr Hague and his col- 
leagues, he added: “If the Shadow Cabi- 
net suddenly wants to change the policy of 
the Conservative Party for the last 30years, 
it can’t conceivably imagine that people 
who’ve been in office for yean, and years, 
taking a different view, were going to 
agree ” 


The political pit-falls threatened by 
the single currency spread to the Govern- 
ment yesterday, when ministers were again 
warned that Britain would have to re-join 
the Exchange Rale Mechanism before 
entering the euro currency. 

Probationary membership of the ERM 
has already been ruled out by both the 
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
although Lhc Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land suggested yesterday that Britain might 
have to shadow the tax policies of 
“euroland" before going into the single cur- 
rency. 

TTie Prime Minister’s office said it was 
n ° loa Sf r a niattcr of “cast-iron necessi- 
ty” to join the Exchange Rate Mechanism 
before joining the single currency, os laid 
by ihe Maastricht Treaty. 

Hans Teitmcyer. President of the Ger- 
man Bundesbank, said in Aachen, Ger- 
many. said that if countries did not join the 
first wave of the currency in 1999, they 
would have to belong to the ERM for two 
years to become eligible for subsequent sin- 
gle currency membership. 

“If they want to join later, the UK must 
have participated in the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism for two years,” Mr Teitmeyer 
said. 

More ominously for the Government, 
Patrick Child, spokesman for the European 
Union Commissioner for monetary union, 
Yves-Thibault de Silguy, said: “The Com- 
mission's view and the view of the major- 
ity of other member states is that one of 
the conditions for participation in EMU is 
prior membership of the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism. 

“One of the criteria Jin the Treaty] re- 
quires observance of the normal fluctua- 
tion margins of the ERM of the European 
Monetary System without severe tension. 
The treaty text is dear." 

David Heathcoat-Amoiy. a Conserva- 
tive Treasury spokesman, said that Mr 
Brown had been given a humiliating slap- 
down. 

“Mr Brown must explain what action he 
will take if he fails to win a waiver of the 
Maastricht Treaty's requirement,” be said. 
“Otherwise, there will be a growing suspi- 
cion that his week-old Economic and 
Monetary Union Policy is already felling 



Britain to host 
conference for 
applicants for 
EU membership 


Robin Cook promises 
that when it holds the 
EU presidency, Britain 
will foster a 
partnership between 
European Union 
applicants and existing 
members, writes Alan 
Murdoch in Dublin 


Britain mil host a special Eu- 
ropean conference next year 
during its EU presidency to 
which all applicants for mem- 
bership will be invited. 

The Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, said it would en- 
courage partnership between 
the EU and those applicant 
countries less likely to be ad- 
mitted in the next intake. 

Mr Cook reminded the In- 
stitute of European Affairs in 
Dublin that several were ap- 
plicants to both Nato and 
the EU. The conference 
would reduce the risk of those 
not being admitted to the 
EU feeling snubbed. “Our 
own view is that Tlirkey 
should be invited to that con- 
ference," he said. 

He said Britain’s priorities 
during the presidency would 
be action on crime, jobs and 
the environment, and devel- 
oping an EU code of conduct 
on arms exports. He also 
promised to use Britain's own 
experience to ensure liberal- 
isation of the EU telecom- 
munications markets, due on 
1 January, "is effective and on 
time”. 

Britain's term will involve 
overseeing which countries 
qualify for the third stage of 
economic and monetary 
union. He claimed Britain's 
delayed EMU entry timetable 


giving the EU presidency an 
“impartial” chair. After the 
talks he had separate meet- 
ings with Bertie Ahem, the 
Irish Prime Minister and 
David Andrews the Foreign 
Minister, and said that be bad 
encountered “an under- 
standing of our position on 
the single currency” while in 
Dublin. 

“The talks underline the 
extent to which Britain and 
Ireland are good friends and 
working partners," he said. 

“I do not believe there will 
be any problem with Britain 
in acting as president of the 
EU in relation to the single 
currency.’ 

Mr Cook also reported “a 
very strong welcome and sup- 
port" in Dublin for Britain's 
initiative on human rights. 

“Ireland is one of the 
countries closest to us in the 
European Union with a com- 
mon agenda. During this vis- 
it, we have identified a lot of 
common ground," he said. 

Mr Cook also discussed 
the Northern Ireland peace 
process with Mr Andrews 
and said he assured him tha t 
the British government was 
strongly committed to making 
it a success. 

But he refused to be 
drawn on the consequences of 
last week’s election of the 
Belfast-based law professor 
and self-confessed nationalist, 
Mary McAleese, as the new 
President of Ireland. 

He said only: “I have con- 
gratulated the Irish people on 
the successful way in which 
they have shown the place for 
women in politics is at the top. 

“Mary McAleese win, I am 
sure, be a very fitting succes- 
sor to Maty Robinson, whose 
period as President of Ireland 
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Music taught 
to dwindling 
band of 
school pupils 


The number of children 
learning a musical 
instrument has slumped 
by around 120,000 
compared with three 
years ago - the 

equivalent of 1,500 bands 
— says a new report, 

Judith Judd, Education 
Editor, looks at Britain’s 
threatened school 
orchestras, and the 
reasons for the decline. 


Government policy of delegat- 
ing budgets to schools, so that 
they rather than local councils 
are responsible for music ser- 
vices, is partly to blame for the 
four per cent drop in children 
learning instruments, music 
education experts said yester- 
day. 

Individual schools cannot 
afford the high cost of instru- 
ments or tuition, and it is un- 
economic for them to fond 
teachers of minority instru- 
ments such as the bassoon. 

Music teachers gathered in 
London to hear the findings 
from the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music, the 
leading music examinations 
body. 

The Board told of teachers 


being told to give ten- minute 
cello lessons to make money for 
tuition go further. Others were 
having to teach four children of 
different abilities different in- 
struments during the same 40- 
minute lesson. 

The survey of 3,000 children 
and adults found that almost all 
the decline in instrument play- 
ing was in families in the Cl and 
C2 social groups, those in cler- 
ical or junior managerial jobs 
and dolled manual workers. 

The number of children who 
take instrumental lessons in 
schools is down from 87 to 79 
per cent compared with the 
board's last survey three years 




Hackney 
school 
hit squad 
upset 



Michael Wearne, chairman 
of the Federation of Music Ser- 
vices, said that £40 million had 
been cut from the service over 
the last four years and parental 
money was being sucked in to. 
fill the breach. 

"It is an invasive cancer of 
can't pay, can’t play, spreading 
insidiously throughout the mu- 
sical body. It is potentially cat- 
astrophic for the musical health 
of the country. " 

Around 17 million children 
and adults play instruments, aod 
the percentage of adults who 
play is increasing after a big 
boost to school instrumental 
music in the 1970s and 1980s. 

The present drop among 


The proportion of school children studying musical instruments has dropped in three years from 87 per cent to 79 per cent Photograph: Rui Xavier 


five to 10-year-oldswi& leave die 
country bereft of orchestral 
players, according to Richard 
Morris, the associated board's 
chief executive. 

If children bad not started an 
instrument by the age of XI, they 
were unlikely to do so. 

Music was like a pyramid 
with a wide base. Plenty of 
younger performers were need- 


ed to sustain the people at the 
top, he argued. Orchestras are 
also being threatened by the de- 
cline in popularity of minority 
instruments such as oboes, 
French horns and bassoons. 

By contrast, numbers play- 
ing the drums and the electric 
guitar are rising. 

The decline in popularity of 
the piano continues, though 


the percentage of those playing 
its rival, the electronic key- 
board, is also down. More 
teachers are teaching the flute 
and the saxophone and the 
number of teachers for whom 
the piano is the main instrument 
is falling. 

Roger Durston. chairman 
of the Music Education Coun- 
cil, pointed to evidence that chil- 


dren's overall academic ability 
improved if they took part in 
musical activities. 

“At a simple level well mo- 
tivated people gainfully occu- 
pied in playing musical 
instruments will almost cer- 
tainly be good citizens, and 
form part of our attack on 
crime and the drug culture.” 

Mark Fisher, minister for the 


aits, argued that the policy in- 
troduced bv the last Govern- 
ment of devolving budgets to 
schools was generally popular. 
“But we need to identify specific 
problems which come with de- 
volved budgets.” 

Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture, plans to set 
up a fond for instrumental tu- 
ition using lottery money. 


Teachers talk down plan for high fliers Exclusion row head quits 


A package of measures to 
improve teaching recruitment was 
recommended by a Commons 
committee. Judith Judd discusses 
plans to put bright graduates on a 
fast-track and to raise entry 
standards. 


A fast stream for teachers, similar to Civ- 
il Service practice, would give high-flying 
graduates a stronger financial incentive to 
enter the profession, MPs on the Commons 
Education and Employment committee 
said. However, teacher unions attacked the 
proposal to separate excellent teachers from 
the rest and said that a few high-fliers would 
not solve the recruitment crisis. 

Overall the MPS’ committee said, pay 


was not a critical factor in teacher re- 
cruitment. According to international com- 
parisons, it argued, teachers' starting 
salaries in the UK are “average” in rela- 
tion to those for other jobs. 

But members said that teachers ’some- 
times fell behind other professions after a 
time. To overcome this, last-track entrants 
should move more quickly than others to- 
wards the Government’s proposed “super- 
teacher” status or even to headship. 

The committee’s report made clear its 
fear that the Government's standards cru- 
sade might be threatened by teacher short- 
ages. This year there was an 11 per cent 
drop in the numbers on undergraduate 
tearfiing courses. In maths, applications are 
down by 36 per cent over three years. 

The committee recommended minimum 
A4evd scores for entry. Members had been 


shocked to discover A-ievel qualifications 
of students entering teacher training were 
on average about three grades lower than 
those for all undergraduate courses. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general secretary of 
the National Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, said: “To say 
that pay is unimportant is ridiculous. And 
attracting a few high-fliers won’t meet the 
Government's targets. We need well-qual- 
ified teachers in every classroom.” 

Doug McAvpy, general secretary of the 
National Union of Teachers, said: “The 
committee has accurately put its finger on 
some of the main causes of teacher short- 
age, including excessive workload and 
poor working conditions. But I regret that 
the committee has been lured into invidi- 
ous distinctions between so-called ‘excel- 
lent teachers’ and the rest.” 


The headteacher of a school 
which excluded a pupil for at- 
tacking academic standards 
has resigned days before the 
publication of a critical in- 
spection report. 

Nicola Atkin yesterday an- 
nounced she was stepping 
down to give Queen Eliza- 
beth's Endowed School in 
Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, 
“a fresh start". 

Last July, a group of GCSE 
pupils told a local newspaper 
too little had been done to rec- 
tify failings, including high 
levels of staff absence, identi- 
fied by the inspection service 


Ofcted a year previously. One 
pupil. Sarah Briggs, IS, was 
permanently excluded after 
refusing to withdraw her crit- 
icisms and apologise, but was 
reinstated by governors during 
the summer holidays. 

The row culminated in an 
intervention by the schools 
standards minister Stephen 
Byers, who ordered an in- 
quiry. A team of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors will report later 
this year, while a separate re- 
port by Nottinghamshire 
County Council education in- 
spectors, due out next week, is 
expected to identify weakness 


throughout the 600-pupil 
school. Staff at the school 
protested at what they claimed 
was “timetable chaos” with a 
vote of no confidence last 
summer. Yesterday, the 
National Union of Teachers 
welcomed Mis Atkins' an- 
nouncement, while Roger 
Kirk, of the National Associ- 
ation of Schoolmasters Union 
Of Women Teachers, said he 
hoped the move would restore 
stability. 

An experienced former 
Nottingham headteacher, 
John Round, has taken over as 
acting head. — Lucy Ward 


A government “hit squad” sent 
into a failing London education, 
authority is being accused by 
councfllore of confrontation- 
seeking and treating members 
and officers with contempt. 

Conservative and Liberal- . 
Democrat members of Hackney ; 
Council will criticise the ac- 
tions of the improvement team ’ 
at an education committee 
meeting scheduled for tomorrow : 
evening. 

Local government leaders 
last night feared councilors 
could join with representatives - 
of Hackney New Labour, a 
breakaway group expelled from 
the national Labour party, to re- 
ject recommendations made in 
the team’s interim report, plac- 
ing the council in confrontation 
with the Government.. 

The four-strong improve- 
ment team, sent into the 
authority by ministers in Sep- 
tember, last week called for ur- 
gent action to appoint a director 
of education. Hackney was giv- 
en two weeks to scrap its “fan- 
cy and trendy management 
structure”. 

The Tory and Lib-Dem mo- 
tion attacked the “hit squad” for 
releasing its findings to the 
press before allowing council of- 
ficers and members to see them. 

“This is dearly an attempt to 
undermine the council's in- 
tegrity and provoke confronta- 
tion’ 1 . the resolution says. 
Despite the fact that “officers 
have co-operated and worked . 
in partnership and offered every 
assistance to the Government's 
improvement ' team, they are 
new treating council officers and 
members with contempt”, the 
motion concludes. 

The motion was last night 
condemned by Graham Lane, 
chair of the Local Government 
Association’s education com- 
mittee. He said: “These people 
are bringing local government 
into disrepute. If they decide on 
bonfire night to tty and join Guy 
Fawkes and blow up the gov- 
ernment tbey will see fireworks.” 

Conservative councillor 
Isaac Leibowitz, who moved the 
motion criticising the improve- 
ment team, last night said he 
had not yet read its report. He , 
said; “We are concerned to 
take any steps which will im- 
prove education standards for 
the children of Hackney.” 

— Lucy Ward 
Education Correspondent 





>ig 50 p offer just 


(Now Sunday as well as Saturdays.) 






Would you like more time for those long, relaxed conversations, 
a^iny time, any weekend? Well here’s your chance ...because 
from'fst November, our 50p offer covers the whole weekend. 

imagine, every UK long distance call every Saturday and Sunday 
during November and December, will be rated as normal until 
ft -reaches 5Gp...then you can stay on the phone for as long as you 
like without paying a penny more. 

unique offer is fust one of the many ways Cable & Wireless can 
save you money on your phone calls every day of the week-To find out 
more, .FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting R1NDB1. 
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Oregon leads 
the way in 
battle over 
euthanasia 



Taxing time for Republican 
governor who cut the costs 


Americans go to the 
polling booths today. 
There are races for state 
and local offices but the 
votes on weighty social 
issues are probably more 
important in the long 
term. Alary Dejevsky looks 
at the question of 
euthanasia. 

The eyes of many stale gov- 
ernments will be on the north- 
western state of Oregon today 
when voters are asked, for the 
second time in three years, 
whether they want a law to per- 
mit “doctor-assisted suicide” - 
a highly regulated form of eu- 
thanasia. 

Three years ago Oregon vot- 
ed 51 per cent to 49 to allow 
doctors, in carefully defined 
circumstances, to help termi- 
nally ill patients die. It was the 
first state of the Union to in- 
troduce such a provision. Offi- 
cially named the Death with 
Dignity Act, it permits someone 
with a terminal illness - defined 
as likely to result in death with- 
in six months - to solicit the help 
of a doctor to end his life. 

There are numerous safe- 
guards: the patient must be of 
sound mind, make his request 
in writing, consult two doctors, 
and wait 15 days, rte may then 
receive a lethal drug dose, 
which he must administer him- 
self, so the doctor bears no re- 
sponsibility for causing death. 

The law, however, has never 
been applied. It was challenged 
on constitutional grounds and 
judged to be of such importance 
that the case went to the 
Supreme Court for a ruling. 

In June, in what was seen as 
a prelude to the Oregon judg- 
ment. the Supreme Court ruled 
in a separate case that there 
were no constitutional grounds 
for a federal ban on euthana- 
sia passing the decision back to 
the states. Last month, in its de- 
finitive verdict on the Oregon 
law, it dismissed an appeal by 
a lower court that would have 
rendered the law invalid. The 
Death with Dignity law had thus 


surmounted all legal hurdles 
and was allowed to stand. 

But by then the Oregon state 
legislature had decided to sub- 
mit the law to a second refer- 
endum, which takes place today. 
This time, voters are to be 
asked not whether they want a 
Death with Dignity law, but 
whether they want to repeal it. 

The result is seen as doubly 
telling. Not only wall it show the 
state of opinion in Oregon on 
a controversial issue, it will 
also show whether opinion 
has shifted over the past three 
years, and what effect, if any, the 
previous referendum result may 
have had on public opinion. 

One view is that voters were 
so scared by the implications of 
the law they had so narrowly ap- 
proved that they would vote de- 
cisively to repeal it at the first 
opportunity. Others say voters 
so resented having their origi- 
nal decision called into question 
that the majority this time will 
be much greater. One survey, 
for local news agencies, indi- 
cated that the vote would be al- 
most two to rme to keep the law. 

As polling day neared, the 
gap was thought to have nar- 
rowed as groups hostile to the 
law mobilised resources in a 
hard-hitting advertising cam- 
paign. With $2m (£1 .25m) at 
their disposal, compared to 
$400,000 commanded by sup- 
porters of the law, anti-eu- 
thanasia groups are exposing 
what they see as the unaccept- 
able rides and immorality erf doc- 
tor-assisted suicide. More than 
half their funds have been 
raised by the Catholic Church. 

One advert in the opposi- 
tion's armoury shows a termi- 
nally fll teenager in a fit of 
depression dying a tortured 
death from the drugs prescribed 
to end his life - something the 
law’s supporters say would be 
impossible under the law as 
framed. 

Outside Oregon, there are 
nerw 20 states considering “right- 
to-die” legislation of their own, 
adding substance to the view of 
those who forecast that eu- 
thanasia could be to the next 
century what abortion was to 
this. 





Moving the mountain: Oregon’s progressive law may be followed by other states Photograph; Michael J Howell/Coforific 


What do American voters want 
when their taxes have already 
been cut by a third? Answer 
more tax cuts. That is the aw- 
ful troth emerging from this 
year’s two slate-governor elec- 
tions and it has grave implica- 
tions for those aspiring to jump 
from local to national politics. 

In New Jersey, Christine 
Todd Whitman, a Republican of 
exceptional pedigree and per- 
sonal wealth, faces an unex- 
pectedly close race for 
re-election because her oppo- 
nent. Jim McGreevey, fixed on 
two New Jersey gripes. Car-in- 
surance rates there are the 
highest in the US and proper- 
ty taxes are high too. 

It was a bold decision by Mr 
McGreevey to attack Ms Whit- 
man on tax. She snatched vic- 
tory from the Democrat 
' incumbent four years ago on a 
promise to cut state taxes by 30 
: percent in three months, lb the 


astonishment of all, she did so 
with a month to spare and her 
example was quoted wherever 
Republicans gathered. 

With the new governor's 
30-pcr-cent reduction in their 
wallets, though, voters seemed 
simply to feel other taxes more 
keenly. Ms Whitman may ex- 
plain coolly and calmly that the 
stale governor has no control 
over car-insurance rates (which 
are set by the companies) or lo- 
cal property taxes (which arc set 
by counties) but the voters 
seem not to believe her. 

Mr McGreevey, mayor of a 
city which coincidentally bus 
raised property taxes, accuses 
Ms Whitman of being in the 
pocket of the insurance com- 
panies - and so not wanting to 
restrict increases in premiums. 
Her cuts in state lax, it is mur- 
mured, “have to come from 
somewhere" - so this is why 
property (axes have risen. 


PPP healthcare gives you 
immediate access to hospital treatment 

from around £15 a month 


Texas referendum 
could kill off 
affirmative action 


I ONG hospital waiting lists seem to 
-i be a fact of life these days. They’re 
currently at their highest ever - over 
L2 million. And many of those waiting 
are having to spend weeks, months, 
even years with painful conditions - 
not knowing when their turn for 
treatment will come round. 

How would you feel if you were 
one of those people? Would you still 
be able to work? If you had a family, 
how would they cope? It doesn’t even 
have to be a serious Illness - conditions 
such as varicose veins, tom ligaments 
and gall stones are all very painful to 
live with -yet operations for these have 
some of the longest waiting lists of all. 

The sad thing is that so many 
people could easily have avoided long 
waiting lists - if they had realised how 
affordable high-quality private medical 
insurance can be. and how easv it. 


_ , ______ . . r -J* ■ 

r ^ ' ■ " • ' 

•. j**-* - ^£-****3 


;7: . 


V. ;.a - 


,*>**&*'.■*■ 


it- 

*■ v\ • - '■ 


- ‘-My.""" 


- . ; - 

*** /• 
v v ■ . 



..v'«£y: n * — 

««>••• 


V" 



One FREE call gives you a FREE quotation 
and a FREE Parker Pen. No obligation. 


is to arrange. 

in fact, cover 
with PPPhealflicare 




Electors in Houston, Texas are 
voting today for a new mayor. 
But they also have a referendum 
on their haliol papers - Propo- 
sition A - that would end the 
city’s year-old policy of giving 
preference to women and eth- 
nic minority candidates for city 
<vmncil jobs and contracts. 

In the city itself, it is the may- 
oral election that is at the fore- 
front of attention. The popular 

liberal mayor. Bob Lanier, has 

served as long as current regu- 
lations permit, and a black can- 
didate - a former Houston an d 
New York police chief - is 
favourite to succeed him- 
Outside Houston, however, 
it is the referendum that is be- 
ing etched ^ the 
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racial composition, partly be- 
cause of the popularity.of the 
outgoing mayor who is cam- 
paigning against repeal. He is 
fronting adverts that say: “Let’s 
not turn back the dock to the 
days when guy who looked like 
me got all the city’s business." 
Some also think that with a 
black candidate standing for 
mayor, a larger than usual pro- 
portion of ethnic minority vot- 
ers could tunr out. which could 
tip the balance towards keeping 
affirmative action. 

With the vote so dose, the 
wording of the referendum it- 
self became a controversy. May- 
or Lanier replaced the words 
favoured by anti-affirmative ac- 
tion campaigners - which called 
00 the city “not to discriminate 
against or grant preferential 
treatment to anyone on the 
baas of rare, sex, colour, eth- 
nicity or national origin**- with 
a question that asks whether. 
Houston should amend its 
Charter “to end the use of 
preferential treatment (affir- 
mative action)” in the chy’s em- 
ployment and contracting. 

This second version, which 

lacks the echoes of the Sixties 
ova rights movement, is thought 
to offer a better chance of re- 
taining the status quo than the 
previous version- The change 
could also open the city to legal 
challenge from opponents of af- 
firmative action, if the referen- 
dum foils. If « succeeds, that 
could spell* the end of affirma- 
tive action across the US. If 
racially mixed Houston votes to 
end preferential treatment for 

minorities, the polity wg be 

demonstrably unsustainable. 


Key Plan, one of our * 

j roost popular plans. ^ 

! starts from as little 

MR. P, < 

, as £15 per month. ■■ 

And you could arrange everything 
over the phone if you wish. 

PPP heat&care Key Plan gives you 
a wide range of healthcare benefits, 
including - immediate access to top 
quality private hospital treatment 
whenever you need it with eligible 
in-patient benefits paid in folL And 
PPP healthcare Key Flan is just one of 
a comprehensive range of healthcare 
plans on offer. 

Call us free, without obligation 
and well give you a free quotation. 


U J 'am indebted to you 
for saving rkfiftom the- / 
debilitating effectofa ' 
/brig wait on. the NHS” 


and full details of the plan that’s right 
for you. Well also send you a stylish 
FREE Parker Pen with our compliments. 
And we’ll give you your first month 
• • — of cover free when 
ed toyou you decide to join. 


Comfort and 
privacy 

With PPP heal&care. 


1 you can rest assured 

that should you need treatment youll 
enjoy die comfortable surroundings 
of a quality private hospital. Youll 
usually have the privacy of your own 
room and other facilities, — — - ' t 
like your own television ** On One 
and en -suite bathroom. '.wlfeWiV 


best chance of staying healthy. 

Like our regular Health Checks. 
Most of our plans. Including 
PPP heal Si care Key Plaa offer you a 
professional Health Check every 
two years. This can give you 
valuable reassurance that you are j. 
in good health - or help detect * 
any problem in its early stages, 
so that you can arrange 
treatment straight away. 
and maximise your 
chances of a. foil and 
swift recovery. ' Cj 

Our 24-hour Health Inform*- jjg 
tion Line is staffed H 


** On one ocsa&on my by health professionals 
•w tifejtfykwes saved ■ ^ nurses, mid- 


to mako your stay u ^yWservtaaL." wives, health visitors 
pleasant as possible - ' • and pharmacists, 

plus the convenience of E. ..£ ■ • I PPP healfhcare mem- 

being able to arrange your treatment j bets can ring, free of charge, at 
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to suit your needs precisely. 

Providing healthcare services 
for nearly 60 years 
■ When you choose a private health- 
care company, you should remember 
that their track record will give you 
a good' indication of the level of 
service you can expect from them. 
PPP healfhcare has been a healthcare 
specialist for nearly bo years. . 

Today we are ofie of the UK’s 
largest healthcare providers, giving 
protection and peace of. mind to 
over 2 million members in the UK. 
Lastyear, in fact, we paid out over £l 6 
million In claims every working day. 

'Support when you’re well too 

PPP healdicare does more than 
lust look after you when you're ill 
Many of our plans include benefits 
which help to make the most of 
your good health and give you the 


any time of the day or night and 
receive expert help and information. 
Although this service cannot 
replace a visit to your GP when 
necessary, it can provide great 


peace cf mind and relief from worry 
- as our members regularly tell us. 

Our commitment to caring is at 
the heart of our service 
Should you become ill and 
need to take advantage of your 
private medical cover, youll want 
to know you can count on the best 

a possible service. That’s 
why we allocate to you a 
Personal Advisory Team 
who will help you with 

all your queries. — 

They'll be happy ' fff-fiVGrl 
to confirm with ' 
you exactly what • 
you 31. covered ^tkPPP 

for. so you have l - : g - Ji 
no anxieties about claiming. And 
theyll help you through the claims 
process from start to finish - even 
completing any forms for you as 
far as possible. 

At PPP healfhcare we even pay 
your eligible medical bills direct 
so you don’t have to pay and then 
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First Month’s 


Cover FREE 


when you take 


out a Plan. 


claim back. We really are committed 


to making sure you can concentrate 
fully on getting better. 

Call for your quotation now. No 


obligation. No medical examination 

Why not find out how affordable 
it can be to enjoy the peace of mind of 
top quality private healthcare? Ring us 
now fora personal quotation - youll be 
under no pressure to take out a plan. 

Quote the reference number 
shown below when you call, and we’ll 
send you a free Parker Pen with your 
quotation. And if you go on to take 
out a plan, we’ll also give you your 
first month’s cover free of charge. We 
can even give you instant cover over 
the phone today, plus a 5% discount, 
if you call and give your credit card 
number - and you'll still enjoy your 
first month free before we collect 
any payments. 

You’re covered for new medical 

7” " conditions from the 

e any more 

■ , _ „ vef y day you Start 

novHshoff 

’ your PPP healthcare 

l secure .■ 

, . __ cover. And we guar- 

tidteare.” 0 „ 

antee that you will 

i*s; 

: ' ■ -I not be asked to take 

a medical examination when you 
apply. So call now. or complete and 
return the coupon. 

After all, why risk a. painful wait 
for any treatment you or your family 
might need, when you could be 
sure of immediate access to a quality 
private hospital, at an affordable price? 
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BN2I I BRNO STAMP IS NEEDED. 
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I — : : — : — - — Postcode 

| Telephone No. (Day) — . (Evening) 
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Number of children under 2 1 to be included ' 

If you have a -current healthcare policy, please giveyour renewal date / / 
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16/ENVIRONMENT NEWS 


After wet summer, Britain 
heads for a winter drought 
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Despite a wet summer, 
England and Wales 
remain gripped by 
drought. 

One water company 
has even had to pump 
treated sewage effluent 
into one of its reservoirs, 
explains Nicholas Schoon, 
Environment 
Correspondent. 


Rainfall accumulation 
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The long running, on-off 
drought is definitely on again, 
says the Government’s Envi- 
ronment Agency today in its 
latest drought report to John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Secretary of State 
for the Environment. Only 8 of 
the last 30 months have had 
above average rainfall in Eng- 
land and Wales. 

Shortages and hosepipe bans 
are likely next year unless some- 
thing nearer to normal rainfall 
resumes over the winter. 

“The South-easr of England 
will face a very difficult summer 
if we do not get at least 75 per 
cent of normal winter rainfall" 
said Dr Geoff Mance, the 
agency’s water management 
chief. 

The drought is patchy. Partly 
this is because of the wet sum- 
mer, with the well above aver- 
age rainfall of May, June and 
August sharply cutting demand 
for garden watering. And after 
years of criticism, water com- 
panies have become more 
adept at coping with scarce 
resources. 
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Most of them are reporting 
that their reservoirs are actually 
fuller than they would normal- 
ly be at this time of year, and 
levels arc much higher than they 
were in October 19% and 1995. 
Exceptions are in the Thames 


and Anglian regions. But Sep- * 
lember and October have had 
below average rainfall, giving a 
poor start to the key autumn 
and winter period when the na- 
tion's water resources are re- 
plenished. Across the country, 
from the south coast through 
East Ang lia and up to the Scot- 
tish borders, groundwater in the 
aquifers remains at exception- 
ally low levels. Groundwater' 
provides two-thirds of water, 
supplies in South East England, 
half in East Anglia, and one- 
third in the Thames Vhlley, 
and the agency's report says 
water resources in these areas . 
are “precariously balanced". 

The Environment Agency 
has 35 “indicator" rivers whose 
flow is constantly measured AD 
but one of these is flowing at be- 


■ low average levels for this time 

of year, and 23 are under half 
the average. Hosepipe and 
sprinkler bans are still rela- 
tively rare. The largest of these 
covers 1.7 million people and 
was imposed by the Essex and 
Suffolk Water Company last 
ijune. 

Yesterday the firm which 
covers parts of east London, 
Southend Chelmsford Low- 
estoft, Great Yarmouth and 
surrounding towns and villages, 
said it did not know when it 
could be lifted 

Some customers have been 
alarmed by the company’s 
scheme for recycling sewage ef- 
fluent into a reservoir, which 
went into operation last August. 
The treated effluent is taken 
from Anglian Water’s sewage 


works at Chelmsford and piped 
seven miles to a treatment 
plant, where ultra-violet light is 
used to disinfect it. Then it is 
mixed with water from the 
Cbelmer and Blacfcwater 
Rivers, before being pumped 
into the company’s Hanning- 
field Reservoir. 

It only reaches the cus- 
tomers’ taps after being fil- 
tered and chlorinated when the 
water leaves the reservoir. 

The scheme has given die 
company an extra 20 milli on 
litres a day, equivalent to 5 per 

cent of its output of drinking wa- 
ter. Dr Roger Griffen. director 
of customer relations, said “It's 

no different to what happens in 

a large number of rivets, and the 
water in the reservoir is just as 
good as it would always have 
been, if not better." 

Several water companies 
take water from rivers down- 
stream from sewage works. Dr 
Griffen claimed his company’s 
scheme was fundamentally no 
different to this, apart from the 
effluent used by Essex'and Suf- 
folk being given the extra, ultra- 
violet disinfection treatment. 

“On the whole our cus- 
tomers are taking it quietly, but 
there are some that are con- 
cerned and we’re trying our 
hardest to give them confi- 
dence," said Dr Griffen. 

The agency is objecting to 
Anglian Water’s bid to take ex- 
tra water from the rivers Nene 
and Ouse to help refill two 
reservoirs. 

The company is applying 
for drought orders which, if 
granted, would allow the rivers' 
i flow to drop below the usual le- 
i gal minim um from December 
■ to next May. 

i But the agency says Anglian 

. cannot yet justify the harm this 
i will do to the environment and 
; other water users. 
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insrrite of mating fox hunting a cnnf3 1 
In spue or themas^l 

inal offence with a stiff the BBE* 

s^LabourmajoritywiU guarantee thfi^ 

an overwhelming Owmojinjoy fot: 
its second reading on 28 Novemter. - 
It will get cross-party support, and ftjS : | 

Tory MPS who wOl back the tan °nhu^l 

ing with dogs will be led by . . f -‘ 1 
combe, the former Home Office 

MPS are being inundated wth letters-, 
in support of the Bill. Supporters claim, 
armmd30.000 letters have been sent t^.. I 

MPs to back the Bill. . . ‘ ; I 

But the opponents, who organised the; • | 
mass rally ofan estimated 100,000 sop*; 
porters in Hyde Park in the summer , 
chiding William Hague, the Tbry •“deg!; I 
are planning to kHl the Bill by blocking 
it passage through the commttM 

ADowning Street source said. “Ttare , f 
will be a free vote and once that has hap^ l 
pened, we have made clear it won t gef* j 
, government time. We have made it clear] 
the Government has enough on its pjatgvl 
at the moment." An opinion poll published ; | 
today shows most counuyside dweQers me . | 
opposed to fox hunting. MORI found 57, 
per cent supported Mr Foster s Bill, and I 
32 per cent opposed it. Sixty per cent of I 
rural people disagreed with the propose I 
tion that hunting with dogs is an unporr | 
tant part of the British way of life... ■ . . r 
‘ — Gafin Bfltfwy j 

Chief Political Correspondent 
• Animal welfare activists kept up the 
pressure for a complete ban on the pxporl 
of Live animals for slaughter yesterday,-; 
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Oh 


come on, get a grip 



There’s this annual 
exhibition. It* usually 
four artists in their 
thirties, it’s chosen by 
judges who never argue 
in public. Irt called the 
Turner Prize shortlist. 
See it for what it is, says 
Tom Lubbock 


j bdfcve that the Tiira- 
3 w makes many hearts 
er. Everyone knows 
, and all the reactions 



rear ujc uitum wug, 
res it “controversiaJ”. 
rear the Tate Gallery 
with statements and 



ve jnmietu uuu-j™ 
np: oh come on, it’s 
ing. But still it is a 
and I think eveiy- 
ttle down if that was 


■tofthisisthefact 
id itself is no big 
□e. Compared to 
►rize, the question 
og actually to win 

izeisa minor mat- 
ching is the short- 

l the priz fi is mere 
jretext. And the 

ty wouldn't mind 
r sordid, competi- 
ahogether, if there 
Iher effective way 
public eye for a 
!m poraiy artists 


artists, generally in their thirties, 
using non-traditional media 
and methods, reflecting the cu- 
ratorial consensus with no rank 
outsiders considered. Grant- 
ed, that restricted rubric 
wouldn’t have the big fanfare of 
“the nation’s top an prize". But 
it would be honest. It would an- 
nounce the relevant terms of 
judgement It would even allow 
the likelihood that some years 
won't offer such rich pickings. 

This year, for example. Not 
that the shortlist exhibition is a 
bad show, exactly. The general 
impression is of art that neither . 
fails nor excels, but amply does 
the job; perfectly adequate, per- 
fectly competent- Now it may 
seem odd to talk of competence 
in a contemporary art context, 
where every artist is a lone op- 
erator and the concept of 
“ drills ” doesn’t apply. Butin this 
ait too, though it seems so di- 
verse, there are basic, shared 
skills: giving objects a curious 
mental resonance, say, and pro- 
ducing a paradoxical reaction in 
the viewer. You can’t directly 
teach them, at least not in the 
way you can teach drawing, and 
a “how-to” mwmial would seem 
to be a satire - butthat only re- 
flects the way that absolute 

originality is assumed to be the 

bottom line here. Wrongly. For 
you can certainly leam these 


Id the rules to 


nt>er. 

be only treble 

prize, the way 
a which is P^ - 
it never quite 


more or less talent 
The exhibition has one fine 
wonder, Cornelia Paiker’sMass. 
This is a multitude of particles 
of charred wood, suspended 
(on threads) mid-air, in cube for- 
mation, larger bits in the centre, 
smaller ones cm the periphery, 
giving ft an outward movement, 
^ that the whole thing is like the 
moment of an explosion held m 

i._'m im’t mifo non! 


rcouia* 

r son# kinds o 

And of course 

Bt (unlike the 
r break 


though. It's more tike an in- 
stantaneous ckanateriafisatjon 
_ act with a bang but a ping. It’s- 

jovelybowilkeepsonben^sud- 

den. One day, pahafr someone ; 
could get together aD the great 


oncomitandy 

Booker) me 



could 


Id be more 
‘tobvi- 


c for four 


Gorxdey's 

vistaofdayfo^^’^ 

ofl piece, and this wo* too. By 

sheer impact and evident pub-, 
uc address, it would make die 
land of winning propaganda [or 
curmnt art that the Unner Pnze 
SriTes for and seldom debveis. 

In Parker's other pieces, we 
move from wonder to sot^- 

ming more sandaid The theme 

ofntces and remains continues 



on a -smaller scale - the odd 
residues of things, presented in 
frames or glass boxes, a head of 
hair dippings, the filament of 
vinyl cut from a record groove, 
the marks of a diamond en- 
gagement ring scratched on 
glass, and some real strange- 
nesses like a silver teaspoon 
stretched into a wire the length 
of Niagara falls. You often have 
to read the label to get the res- 
onance of absent presence, but 
that doesn't worry me. The 
trouble is that traces and absent 
presences is a very stock theme; 
and while Rarkergives it an idio- 
syncratic, Victorian-feeling twist, 
a familiar old theme and set of 


responses it stays. 

Christine Borland’s work 
gpes the same way. The treat- 
ments are new and can be pi- 
quant but you know just where 
it’s coming from. The Dead 
Teach the Living has a group of 
h uman heads on plinths, cast 
very pure-looking in white plas- 
tic, but a moment's inspection 
reveals that they’re actually 
physiognomic specimens 
demonstrating probably racial 
types, and therefore deeply sin- 
isJer (or if you don’t see it, a wall- 
text tells you, and that they’re 
cast from models found in a 
German museum). 

'Pro things to note. One is that 
the viewer response “looks nice 
but turns out nasty” is another 
wefl-wom art-riff. The other is 
that physiognomic “science” 
and its pernicious uses and re- 
sults have become a favourite 
cultural studies topic which there 
are a lot of books about I sup- 
pose the effect does depend on 
what’s new to you, ideas-wise. 
It’s just bad luck if you've read 
same of these books, because it 
leaves The Dead Teach the Liv- 
ing, and Borland's other dodgy 
science-based pieces, as only 
art-footnotes to a thriving area 
of criticism. 

Gillian Wearing does videos 
and photos about collisions of 
private life and public exposure, 
spontaneity and performance, 
and though that description 


Simply doing the job: Christine Borland* The Dead 
Teach the Uving',1997 (mam pfcrurejrtfram die tap) Cornelia 
r Colder. Darker Matter)* 1997 f detail): • 


Teach the Living, itt/ ii™ vf™"’ a/pj worm 

Parker* ‘Mass (Colder, Darker Matter)’ 1997 (detail); 
GHBan Wearing’s *Sacfia and Mum’, 1996 ; Angela 

.. . _i_.' if tun I 'l uu with SatelKtfMcV WOT 


Gillian Wearing* ‘Sacra ana rium , mo ; Angela. 
Bulloch* ^‘Superstructure with Satellites’, 1997 (detail) 


fly - again, we know where we 
are, we’ve seen a few plays and 
films dealing with these matters 
- the results can get under the 
skin effectively. Her best thing 
is probably the video of chil- 
dren's confessions being lip- 
synched by adults, which is a 
good deal more edgy than that 
Dennis Potter drama with Col- 


in ^feQand in shorts, and it’s cur- 
rently on view in “Sensation". 
Here there's another adult- 
child work, Sacha and Mum, in 
which a mother and grown-up 
daughter are locked in an un- 
ending physical tussle, veering 
rapidly from cuddling to bully- 
ing to near-violence and back 
again so you can hardly tell the 
difference. The film plays back- 
wards to further disorient. 

Disorient and trouble it does, 
partly because the daughter in 
her underwear seems such a 
helpless victim (special needs?), 
partly because (hit of course) the 
action just goes on with no ex- 
planation or denouement But 
this is a problem loo, because it 
leaves you only with the thought 
that parent-child relationships 
are fraught, treacherous and 
double-binding, a thought which 
surely everyone will agree they 
have had before. It's a work that, 
as they say, “asks questions". But 
when the questions in question 
are up and r unning already, this 
isn't the dynamic Lhing it wants 
to be. In fact, the “asking ques- 
tions” nostrum has beoome a dis- 
abling shibboleth: sounds very 
open and stimulating, ends up 
often in vacancy. 

Angela BuDoch asks some 
questions loo. Her large con- 
struction of multi-coloured 
donut-shaped poufs, which set 
off noises when you sit or lie on 
them, asks questions about the 
difference between art and soft- 
fumishings, and viewing and 
participating, but I really can’t 
see what the point of these 
questions is. It introduces a lit- 
tle oasis of work-spectator 
“democracy” into the gallery, but 
it makes me think of those 
restaurants that have a “mix your 
own salad” counter. Just try 
shifting the work around file 
floor a little, and you’ll see how 
far the gallery attendants will let 
democracy ©a. Or are the lim- 
its of partiripaDonmore the ob- 
ject? And don’t we know these 
limits already? No, this isn’t 
good. But on that issue, with so 
much art operating on the prin- 
ciple that “the spectator makes 
the work” (a principle which can 
have veiy rich results loo), it 
seems right that some year or 
other the Turner Prize too 
should turn its rights round and 
be awarded to the Unknown 
Viewer. It might petk thirds up. 


At the Tate Gallery, London 
SW1 (0171 SS7 8000) to IB Jan 
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18/HEALTH 


Men are notoriously ignorant 
about their health, particularly, 
says one GP, the 'below the 
belt* stuff. Some men want a 
national network of clinics just 
for them; the rest are too 
busy enjoying their beer, 
fags and greasy breakfasts, 
Peter Baker on the message 
that so many men don’t 
want to hear. 


“I had an erection problem for two 
years before if I did anything about it," 
says John Scott, a 54-year-old surveyor. 
“I didn’t see my GP, partly because I 
was embarrassed, but mainly because 
I thought he'd be unsympathetic. 

“I eventually went to a Harley 
Street clinic, but the doctor ripped me 
off something rotten. He prescribed 
penile injections: it effectively cost me 
£50 every lime 1 bad sex with my wife. 

“1 heard about the Open For Men 
clinic in Lewisham [south London] and 
made an appointment. I was 
astonished when they discovered I had 
diabetes, since it hadn't been detect- 
ed by the private doctor I'd seen, even 
though it's known to be a common 
cause of impotence. 

“I now control the diabetes through 
my diet, and Open For Men supply me 
with the drugs f inject to get an erec- 
tion. They also give me a general 
check-up every six months. 

“IVe found it a brilliant service. If 
I hadn't gone there, my diabetes 
might not have been detected and my 
marriage might well have broken up. 
The atmosphere of the clinic is very 
different from a GP service. There's 
more time. I'm not embarrassed, and 
T feci I can be completely honest." 

In one way, Mr Scott is lucky. Al- 
though it takes him 20 minutes to drive 
to Open For Men, he still has relatively 
easy access to one of just a handful of 
specialist men's clinks operating with- 
in the NHS.fTherc are also a few pri- 
vate “well man" clinics providing 
much the same, for often considerable 
amounts of cash.) But a survey pub- 
lished today by Men's Health Matters, 
a new health education campaign, 
claims that many more men are de- 
manding this service. 

The survey, for which the pollsters 
Gallup interviewed 839 men, found al- 
most three-quarters would like to see 
more men’s health clinics, and two- 
thirds believe a men’s confidential 
health helpline would be a good idea. 
Men’s notoriously blase attitude to 
their health could at last be changing; 
the survey found no major differences 
between the sexes as to how long they 
say they would wait before seeing their 
GP if feeling unwell. 

But can this evidence justify the cost 
of setting up a national network of 
men's health clinics? Despite all the 
improvements in public health this 
century, men can still expect to live six 
years fewer than women. They also 
have more accidents, drink more, 
take more drugs, and are four limes 
as likely to commit suicide. Mortality 
rates have generally been falling for 
men and women, but the rale for men 
aged 15-44 was 5 per cent higher in 
1 995 than in 1 985. Despite all this, the 
average man makes half as many vis- 
its to his GP as the average woman. 

The Department of Health has at 
last funded research into the reasons 
why so many men avoid taking better 
care of their health, while the minis- 
ter for public health, Tessa J owe II, is 
known to be interested in men’s 
health issues. 

Proposals to tackle gender in- 
equalities are expected to feature in 



At last! The £15 

personal trainer 


How would you like your 
own person ad fitness 
expert? Nice idea but 
strictly for celebrities, 
thought an out-of- 
condition OierriB Hicks. 
Then she heard about an 
outfit bringing ‘personal 
training to the masses* 


(hunched shoulders from wo 
ranch deskwork), a slight head 
tat, slight k>rdosis (bottom sock- 
ing out). Ffeet: slightly flat, m 
need of good supportive train- 
ers. Abdominal strength: aver- 
age - not bad, said Stephanie, 
for someone who hadn’t done 
a sit-up in years. Hip-waist ra- 
tio (to measure the amount of 


fat carried around the ab- ^ 


Men are getting more health-conscious, a survey suggests, but the medical profession isn't celebrating yet Photograph: Tony Stone (mages 


The well man (a rare sight) 


a forthcoming Green Paper on pub- 
lic health. Ms Jaweirs department is 
also working on a health advice leaflet 
for men, aimed particularly at the 40- 
plus age group, likely to be published 
next spring. 

Ministerial backing for a national 
network of men’s health clinics re- 
mains unlikely, however, nor only for 
financial reasons but also because of 
doubts about whether men would 
use them. 

One such service has been run since 
1980 by Dr Tim WatJrin Jones from bis 
GP surgery in Flintshire. Each week- 
ly afternoon clinic attracts an average 
of six patients for routine check-ups, 
as well as consultations about specif- 
ic problems. 

“I set up this clinic because I felt 
that, while women's health was fairly 
high on the agenda, we were letting 
men down,” says Dr Walkin Jones. It 
is difficult to measure the effect- 
iveness of his service, but it has de- 
tected several cases of potentially 
serious high blood pressure. “Most 
men are still not genned up on male- 
specific, below-the-belt stuff! Some 
young men think you can’t get cancer 
down there; we've seen some things, 
such as testicular lumps, which men 
often think arc trivial but which could 
be quite serious.” More widely, says 
Dr Wat kin Jones, “the clinic helps 
build up a rapport between men and 


the GP’s surgery." 

Open For Men secs about 10 men 
each Friday evening. “Some men 
come from quite a long distance to see 
us,” says Dr Lesley Bacon, who runs 
the sendee. “Most of our clients are 
between 25 and 44, and they want to 
discuss sexual health problems, al- 
though quite a few come because 
they’re worried about their cardio- 
vascular system, obesity and smoking, 
or because they want a general check- 
up" 

Dr Bacon finds that men "often 
don't go to see GPs because they feel 
the surgeries are too busy, or that ask- 
ing for a check-up is wasting their doc- 
tor's time.” She has found that many 
men visit Open For Men because their 
partners have asked them to after see- 
ing publicity for the service at a local 
well woman clinic. 

The evidence from these two clin- 
ics indicates the importance of offer- 
ing men the opportunity for a general 
check-up, as well as a longer ap- 
pointment than is normally available 
at a GPs' surgery. The check-up seems 
to provide the “excuse" many men feci 
they need to use a health service, and 
they often find that a more relaxed 
consultation gives them time to dis- 
close whatever is really worrying them. 

As John Scott’s experience also sug- 
gests, when if comes to sexual health, 
the availability of a confidential ser- 


vice can also be critical. Indeed, this 
is what seems to have underpinned the 
success of the Impotence Association's 
telephone helpline. It has received 
more than 12,000 calls since its launch 
in January 1995; in September 1997 
alone, it received more than 700 calls, 
as well as 300 letters. 

About 135 calls a month are also 
handled by the general men’s health 
helpline operated since 1995 by the 
Medical Advisory Service. (The men's 
helpline is now being funded by Yama~ 
nouchi, the drug company that is also 
sponsoring the Men’s Health Matters 
campaign.) 

■The anonymity of the helpline is 
very important,” says Kathleen Mc- 
Grath, MAS's director of medical 
services. “Our male callers can ask 
questions that they might think are too 
silly to put to their GP. I think many 
men are asking us for "permission’ to 
go to their doctor, or are rehearsing 
what they’ll say when they get there." 

It does seem as though telephone 
helplines are another useful way of 
reaching men who might otherwise 
delay getting medical advice. 

What of the survey’s dairo that men 
are getting more health-conscious? 
“My impression is that men’s altitudes 
haven’t yet changed an awful lot,” says 
Dr Ian Banks, a GP with a special 
interest in men's health. “Where there 
has been an increase in men’s inter- 


est in their health, it may well be just 
amongst younger, middle-class men. 
Working-class men have probably 
been much less affected." 

Dr Sian Griffiths, director of pub- 
lic health for Oxfordshire and a com- 
mitted men's health advocate, also 
believes the Men’s Health Matters' 
survey is “optimistic". She would like 
to see more evidence of change before 
starting to celebrate. 

More climes and helplines could 
well make some difference, but the 
gender gap in health may only begin 
to close only when many more men 
change their lifestyles by slopping 
smoking, cutting down on their drink- 
ing, eating less saturated fat, tackling 
their stress and generally taking few- 
er risks with their health. That will re- 
quire campaigns that appeal directly 
to Lhe male psyche, rather than rely- 
ing on the traditional and dubious, 
notion that Lhe best way to reach men 
is by targeting health messages at then- 
wives. Such work with men is in its in- 
fancy; until it becomes mainstream, too 
many men will die too young. 


^Whaal? You mean you’ve 
never bad a personal trainer?" 
exclaimed the PR lady. Er, 
no... at something like £45 an 
hour, ft was neither top of my 
priorities nor within my budget. 

This was different, she 
insisted. Get Motivated, a new 
outfit set up by an ex-City type, 
was p lanning to “transform the 
shape and lifestyle habits of the 
nation" and “bring personal 
training to the masses” by of- 
fering sessions at the startling- 
ly low price of £15. 1 could tiy 
ft myself: “Don’t worry if you're 
not too fit” 

■ Until my mid-thirties, I 
could wolf down masses of fat 
and sugar, stay in bed ail day and 
still stay thin. I never gave gyms 
or dieting a thought. Two preg- 
nancies changed all that. I was 
demoralised by the number of 
dothes I could no longer get 
into and developed the “apple” 
shape (extra weight on the 
upper torso and abdomen, 
rather than hips and thighs) 
associated with a high risk of 
heart disease. Apart from lift- 
ing a three-year-old into the 
bath and walking with the chil- 
dren (at a snail’s pace) to the 
park, I never exercKed. I had no 
deare to develop a goddess-type 
body, but I (fid want to feel more 
like ray old sett I phoned the 
PR and accepted. 

Nearly all their trainers had 
degrees in exercise science or 
human movement study; many 
were from Australia and New 
Zealand, because knowledge 
there was ahead of Britain by 
about five years (not because 
they were young girls keen on 
travel, then?) 

Did I want male or female? 
A woman, please. Was I the 
kind of person who liked to be 
bullied? No, thank you: a gen- 
tle approach would suit. 

Stephanie, a cheerful Aus- 
tralian half my age, took no 
notice of the toys scattered over 
the carpet, nor my old khaki 
shorts which didn’t quite rip up. 
She had a questionnaire. Main 
aim? To lose a little weight, tone 
up, get fitter. What kind of ex- 
ercise did I like doing? Er ... 
walking? What prevented me 
from exercising? Children, 
work, lack of energy, life. 

Posture? Abducted scapula 


domen): less than -8, so within 
the healthy range- Resting heart 
rate was 65 beats a minute, again 

lew for someoae sedentary. 

To reduce the flab, said 
Stephanie, ray heart had to be 
working at 105-131 bpm. the 
“fat-burning zone" - brisk 
walking pace. 

WC began the real thing: chin 
pokes to combat my head tilt, 
tricep extensions to pullback the 
musdes in the bade, abdominals, 
overhead tricep extensions with 
weights to tone my anus - and 
prone paddles to strengthen 
back and bottom. I would have 
enjoyed it, except most of the 
time I was thinking about how . 
much else I had to do and feel- 
ing guilty about the children be- 
ing looked after by someone 
else while I concentrated on my 
body. You need time to yourself; 
said Stephanie reassuringly. 

Afterwards, I have to admit 
despite my cynicism. I felt 
great And the next few days, 
on a break with the family, I did 
feel inspired to do more: I ran 
up and down the seashore, 
ny>p<an-ing my beartbeat/did my 
abdominals os the children 
watched telly in the hotel room, 
used a heavy lamp as a weight 
for the triceps I felt better phys- 
ically than I had for a long time. 

The next time I saw Steph- 
ante, I was definitely stressed: 
too much work, too many prob- T - 
lems with childcare. We went 
for a walk at a very brisk pace 
along the river (heart rate 1 13). 

I should have got into it, but I 
was gloomy about my three- 
year-old who hadn’t wanted to 
go to playgroup and the house 
we were desperately trying to 
buy. Doing leg stretches just 
past Ibwer Bridge, I burst into 
tears. Stephanie pnt her aim 
round me and said she always 
knew when people were low. 

By our third session, I had 
done no exercise in the inter- ' 
val and hadn’t even managed to 
buy a pair of trainers. 1 was still 
feeling tired and emotional. We 
did some aerobic warm-ups, but 
ray heart wasn't in it. 

Siace meeting Stephanie, 
I’ve lost my scorn for personal 


trainers. I have three more 
free sessions to go. I’d love to 
do them, but don’t know how 
to fit them in ... 


Get Motivated, 0171-736 0402 


Narcolepsy and 
car accidents 


Medical Advisory Service men 's helpline 
0181-995 4448; Impotence Association 
helpline: 0181-767 7791. A 'Water- 
works' information leaflet on prostate 
problems is available from Men's Health 
Matters, Blythe Hall, 100 Blythe Road, 
London W14 0HB f send sae). 


In an article about narcolepsy 
(Health, 10 June), we report- 
ed the statement that daytime 
sleepiness caused by narcolep- 
sy and other sleep disorders is 
the commonest cause of fatal 


car accidents. We are now in- 
formed that this is wrong. Nar- 
colepsy, which is a rare sleep 
disorder, is not a common 
cause of car accidents, although 
daytime sleepiness caused by 
shiftwork, insomnia and other 
problems is a factor in about a 
quarter of motorway accidents. 
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DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


My Mum 
tried an 
impromptu 
sight test. 
‘Could you 
read the 
top line of 
that chart?* 
"What 
chart?* 


“The first time I saw my son*, I just 
wepL" Mother, Birmingham. 

As a top media doc, I get sent a lot 
of unsolicited press releases. Most are 
binned, but occasionally one attracts my 
bespectacled eye. Today, Lady Luck is 
shining on DoUond & Aitchison (the 
opticians Burl Reynolds sold out for) 
who have launched a Specs Power 
programme “to break the chain of poor 
self-image in children who wear 
glasses". Apparently, parents view, 
children in specs with guilt and shock, 
and all the children surveyed had been 
bullied. Cue heart-rending anecdotes 
from Dr Phil’s scarred past ... 

I first noticed I had a poor image of 
other people in biology. I didn't want to 
sit too close to Lhe front, so I toughed it 
out with William “Thicky" Hickey at the 
back. From there, I could make out veiy 
little of teacher's anatomy or his 
anatomical drawings- What liulc 
biology I gleaned was from copying 
Thicfcy, who can’t have been that thick 
or else Fd never have made it to 
medical school, would I? 

It didn’t strike me that not being 
able to see clearly was anything 
abnormal, and it wasn’t until my Mum 
tried an impromptu sight test that l was 
found out. “Could you read the top line 
of that chart?" “What chart?" Boom, 
boom, and off wc go to the opticians. 

“Now we just have to choose some 
frames. Might I suggest a dark rim to 
balance the pale eyebrows?" “What do 
you think Mum?" “I think they’re veiy 
nice." “You don’t think ihey're a bit - 
you know - obvious?” “How about a 


dark top and a clear bottom?" And so I 
walked out with what looked like a sea 
slug asleep on my forehead. Not that 
tfi3t was my main concern. The lenses 
were so strong that the pavement came 
up to meet me. St 01, it was cheaper than 
cider. 

Monday morning at Marlborough 
Grammar School. Tentative entrance 
from old boy In new glasses. “Hey, look! 
It’s Joe Ninety!" 

Thankfully, it was a full year before 
we went comprehensive, so I had a bit 
of time to work on my self-image before 
Lhe heckling got really personal. Even 
then, I only wore them in class. How I 
wish I’d been brave like Rogerson and 
worn them round the back of the 
French hut. 

Most of my life was spent in a nol- 
too-disagreeable haze. I think Marl- 
borough boasted the widest high street 
in Britain. I’m not sure how many 
insurance claims I fathered trying to 
cross It, but miraculously I was never 
hit It was only when my mother crossed 
me on the pavement and I completely 
blanked her that she realised I wasn’t 
getting on with my sea slugs. And I’ve 
still got the wrinkles from all that ' 
squinting. 

We agreed that I could have contact 
lenses as soon as my sight stabilised, but 
my myopia spiralled downwards before 
- finally stopping at minus 8. At 16, 1 
switched to contacts, ray eyebrows got 
some sunlight and 1 could kiss with 
confidence at discos. Praise the Lord. 

My love affair with contact lenses 
lasted until I hitched round Australia at 


18. 1 lost my canying case and ended up 
storing them in a sock overnight. I 
squashed one lens putting the sock on 
and the other split when a piece of stray 
coconut hit me in the eye. Somehow, I 
managed to hitch to Sydney and get on 
to the plane home with no optical 
correction. When l got to Heathrow, my 
Mum met me off the plane. I walked 
straight past her. 

So now I’m back in specs. At 35, I’m 
confident enough to wear them all the 
time, can pick out my Mum across a 
crowded room and only take them off 
during long consultations when I want 
to drift off for a few minutes. However, 
after 15 years in the same frames (my 
empathic, tortoiseshell ones - see 
picture), I was finally mistaken for 
David MeUor. OK, so I was buck naked 
apart from my Chelsea top, but it 
destroyed my self-iznage. 

Choosing new frames has been very 
traumatic, especially since the market 
has been flooded with elliptical Euro- 
styles that make you look like an extra 
from Dh a. My local optician was a 
model of tolerance and allowed me to 
take frames home to tiy out. After 
much deliberation, my Mum and my 
wife went for the Milky Bar Kid look. I 
tried to have an opinion but it was all a 
bit blurry, ft may be a while before the 
Independent photographer cottons on, 
but the new image is on show every 
Monday. BBC 2, 8pm. For those who. 
prefer the old one, tiy Channel 5, every 
Monday, iOJOpm. 
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pset 



My book 


ZtZZ? whBnth * n *«°''-* 

'^'"Sab aby , an “ y * 

workmg mother, Dinah Half fbuni 

to talk to Penelo^! 

British 8 “ rU . *“ a deration of 
Brmsh mothers. H e r attitudes 

dHen,jma of the working mothe 
and left many feeling guilty. , n t 

^ ” fher bo <* *e has 

% ^Justed with the times. 


f 


— UI LLiUU I" 

ers who spent the Eighties with a baby on 
^breast and Leach’s bible of child care, 

& C *y d ' U P on the other, ray 

head resting on a metaphorical briefcase. 
' .r * J 11 ** waDl to throw myself at her feet and 
: A ^ * or a * )S0 ^ ut ' 0Q for parental failings. 

This « most unfair on Penelope 
Leach, who never set out to be dogmatic 
or authoritarian, but who has ever since bad 

working mothers trying to offload their bur- 
dens of guilt on her. “What I can’t under- 
stand," she says, “is that they tell me my 
book made them feel guilty, and then show 
me their copies, which are dog-eared, cov- 
ered in coffee stains, breast milk and spit- 

up. And I say, if it made you feel like that, 
why didn't you bin it? You do rely on peo- 
ple to decide for themselves whether a book 
is useful to them or not. Disagreeing with 
it is a different matter, because disagree- 
ment must help you think out what you 
fed." 

Leach has completely rewritten the 
book because she feels that the world has 
i changed so much since she wrote it in 1977 
- in terms of both parenting situations and 

r new research - that working the occasion- 
al single father into the text would not have 
been enough. In 1977 the majority of moth- 
ers stayed at home, at least until their child- 
ren were of school age. So a sentence like 
— the following would ruffle no feathers: “A 
• - three-month-old baby," she wrote, “is 
ready to form a passionate and exclusive 
emotional tie with somebody, and you are 
elected." In the 1997 edition it is changed, 
significantly, to: “and, if you are the most 
central, loving person in his minute world, 
you are elected." 

Although the title has been given a more 
cuddly Nineties possessive pronoun - Your 
Baby & Child - her basic philosophy re- 
mains unchanged. It is still unapologetically 
child-centred - a phrase that has dropped 
from favour in recent years, taking the 
blame not only for educational failings but 
also for the rise of that spectre of the 
Nineties, the “tyraunicar child. But Leach 
still finnlv believes that getting it right for 
the child is often the same as getting it right 
for the parents. “After all, what’s more dis- 
ruptive than a whining, bored child?” 

— k The Leach mother never has to fed guilty 

V about following her instinct to cuddle and 


it ... — e c ‘ an iaea or v 
it feels like to be silting in Pene] 
Leach’s kitchen. 

As a journalist, of course, I should be 
mg a Judas and asking difficult questi 

such as- t . - . 4 



UB.C IXUik, 

manuals l ° get them on 
road? But as one of the million* ~ 


made mothers feel guilty? I wondei* why 



Penelope Leach: her philosophy is still unapologeticaJly child-centred Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


comfort. Leach also questioned the idea of 
a “spoilt" child. “It's not whatyou give them, 
but why. If you give them things and atten- 
tion so that you can go to work, or take a 
bath, maybe that’s ‘spoiling'. But if it’s be- 
cause you can't resist thee^pressjononlheir 
faces when you give them a packet of tick- 
ets, or because it’s a nice thing for a three- 
year-old to have ... You can be fortunate 
without being spoilt ” 

Leach was never explicitly anti-working 
mothers - she herself was one, though 
always pan time. (She had the first of her 
two babies at the age of 28. once she had 
got her PhD in psychology - she was one 
of the first of the “elderly primagravidae’’.) 
But, inevitably, because she was able to put 
across so well exactly how babies and small 
children feel, any women with an ounce of 
empathy was going to feel miserable and 
guilty on reading about, for example, sep- 
aration anxiety. And in the Eighties, work- 
ing women were particularly sensitive 
about their position; the myth of super-, 
woman was at its most potent and the 


'woman who succeeded in her career was 
also determined to be a perfect mother. She 
was intelligent and literate, and it wasn't 
enough just to rely on maternal instinct she 
wanted a more cerebral approach to child- 
■ bearing, which is precisely why. she was at- 
tracted to Leach in the first place. 

Baby & Child was once aptly described 
by an American as a “PhD in child care”; 
Leach, a research psychologist, was highly 
qualified in the subject, but could also bring 
her own brand of empathy to ft. Even now 
her descriptions of a baby’s smile has me 
practically lactating. But all this knowledge 
had a price: would-be perfectionist mothers 
read the book and inevitably at some point 
felt let down by their own expectations. 

“I can't apologise for this," says Leach. 
“It would be senseless to write a book about 
. doing a job and not suggest we do it as well 
as possible. Tm not saying anyone who can’t 
manage is a failure; on the contrary, nobody 
can manage to be a perfect parent all the time. 
But we should at least have a crack at ft.” 

It will be interesting to. see whether 


Leach will be able to bond with the new 
generation of mothers. Siobhan Peattie, 
policy research officer at the National 
Childbirth Trust, says that middle-class 
NCT members at least are still reading as 
avidly as they did In the Eighties, and that 
they tend to select books which “reinforce 
and reflect their parenting values", though 
NCT Maternity Sales have not stocked 
Leach’s bode for some time. Miriam Stop- 
paid appeals to be the frontrunner at pre- 
sent -possibly because she has such a high 
meda profile- while Kitzinger still appeals 
to the more “alternative” mother, who 
warns to give birth at home. Miriam Stop- 
pard’s books may be easier to digest for a 
generation of parents weaned on daytime 
television, but hbur Baby & Child is un- 
apologetically literate. And if one is going 
to make classist assumptions about read- 
ing habits, does this mean she is reaching 
only a fairly middle-class audience, maybe 
even preaching to the converted? 

“Yes, it’s a lot of words,” agrees Leach, 
“but I couldn’t have done it any other way. 


If s gone so far the other way over the past 
10 years - the Dorling Kindersley style of 
snippets of information. But I realty, really 
don't see ft as preaching. You won’t be able 
to look something up in the index and find 
a statement that will ‘put you right’ on it. 
It’s about to what extent you feel the same 
side of the fence as your children - do as 
you would be done by. And I suppose, if 
thafs preaching, then 111 have to take the 
fall for it." 

One of the biggest changes in the years 
since Baby& Child was first published is the 
increase in day care. In the past Leach has 
criticised nursery care, particularly for 
smaU babies, for whom one siabb care-giver 
is so important. But she is currently involved 
in a research project to assess the long-term 
effects of day care; and believes that in some 
families ft may well be a valuable solution. 

“I know of so-called stay-at-home moth- 
ers in America who spend the day on the 
golf course, leaving the children with au 
pairs. I wouldn’t say that those children are 
getting more love and security than a child 


at a good nursery." One thing she is 
adamant about, though: a mother should 
always stay with a sick child. Asked whether 
she has any regrets about anything she did 
as a parent, she says she still feels guilty 
about going back to work too soon after her 
twu-ycar-old had meningitis. And she is par- 
ticularly alarmed about the American con- 
cept of “sick child day care": they are 
opening up special wards in hospitals for 
children who arc not well enough to go to 
their ordinary day care. 

“Imagine - a sick child, being looked af- 
ter by complete strangers. No, that’s too 
much for me.” We discuss how any mother 
could do this - though I can summon up half- 
a-dozen who wouldn't hesitate. But Leach 
is, as ever, reluctant to be too judgemental 
- she could see there would be times when 
a vital meeting at work might necessitate it. 
No. she could never have done it herself - 
“but then 1 found it very difficult to be a 
proper professional mother.” 

lour Baby & Child ‘ (Penguin, £15-99) 
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just want to ask her one question about her and 


The Ambassador said 
Mrs ainton would speak 
to as many guests as 

possible. An enormous 
queue formed. Oh no, I 
thought, she’ll never get 
round us all. and anyway 
I want to watch the 
second half of Everton vs 

Southampton ... 

Hunter Davies reports 
from the American 
Embassy. 

Kfcu wait 20 * eD 

comealong almost at thecae 

a r 9 BIY. It W 0 S 



by dear.Tbne and the 

Cherie. On Sunday H was 

nerican Embassy, for a 
ion to meet the First 

i. they really do call 
t’s not just a shorthand 

. . i tlui media. 



131 — i - - 

n my mutton. “AKtf- 

in Honor of the First 

bie also the American 



line*. 

on this occasion re- 

She hates siandmg 

jlltalking, when she 

i home reading a 


book. So I went on my own, 
mainly because I had a personal 
question I wanted to ask Mrs 
Clinton. If, of course, I got the 
chance. 

At Downing Street, each 
guest on arrival was introduced 
personally to the PM, and we 
got our little moment of inti- 
mate chat. 

Would 1 manage to get in- 
timate with Hillary? Or would 
the American heavies drag me 
away as soon as I started to ask 
about her and Bill? 

There were police eveiy- 
where outside the Embassy. 

Once inside. I was met by o veiy 

official-looking woman in urn- 

form with a badge saying 
■'Pinkerton”, who said, “Thke 
your hands out of yourpocket.” 

I was wearing my while suit, 
once again - well, it is my only 
suit. My wife had warned me 
BO t to slouch or put hands m 
pockets, but this did seem a tot 
hossy. Turned out to be a body 

check, before going through an 

airport-style security bamer. 

On the way into the recep- 
tion room I met Salman 

^ You must be used to this,” 

I said. “All this security stuff. 

When he came to my house, 

a couple of years ago, he had 

three heavieswithhim-tmerf 

whom went off and left his 
the reception room, waiting 

for his partner to amve. so 
went into the scrum deter- 
mined to mingle. 



. There were about 200 peo- 
ple present Roughly the same 
number - as at Number 10, I 
spotted Richard Branson, once 
again - he must get invited 
everywhere — but without his 
wife this time. He was talking 
to Sir Brian Mawhinney. I sup- 
pose he’ll go anywhere these 
days, now he’s out of 
government. 

I was greeted by Helen Mir- 
ren, vety warmly, which was 
nice. Then she introduced me 
to her partner, a hunk of an 
American called Taylor some- 


thing, who is a film director. I 
wondered wbat sort of drinks 
and eats we would get. Three 
to five on a Sunday afternoon 
is a bit early for real drinks. 
“Perhaps it’ll be toast and mar- 
mite,” said Helen. 

I talked to my local MP, 
Glenda Jackson. I commiser- 
ated with hex about some rot- 
ters in the local Tbry party in 
Hampstead who are offering a 
reward, according to our local 
paper, For a photo of her smok- 
ing. I suggested she bought a 
packet of those sweet ciga- 


rettes, the sugary ones with the 
red tips, get herself pho- 
tographed with one, then sue. 
Hai har, she said. 

David Bailey was there, 
looking his usual scruffy self, 
though be did have a tie on, un- 
done. and was carrying a cam- 
era. “How did you get that in?” 
“Just walked in with it,” he said. 
1 then got another kiss from 

a lovely young lady - Sarah Mc- 
Cauley, current squeeze of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
I have known Sarah since she 
was at school with my older 


Bill 


daughter. Don't get worried, 
Gordon. 

“So are you gelling mar- 
ried?” I asked. “Come on, you 
can tell Uncle Hunt.” “I don’t 
know,” she replied. Are you not . 
getting married to him then?” 

I don’t know,” she said. But she 
did say she would invite me to 
a drinks do at Number 1 1. 

I then noticed there were 
two babies present - both aged 
less than six months. One was 
Salman Rushdie’s, being 
breastfed by his partner who 
had at last arrived. The oiher 
was Zola. No, not the foot- 
baller, but Ian Hargreaves’s 
baby. He’s the editor of the New 
Statesman, and was there with 
his wife, who is a Baptist Min- 
ister. “Shouldn’t you be work- 
ing,” I said, “as it’s a Sunday?" 

1 took a service this morn- 
ing,” she replied. 

We all stood around for 
about 45 minutes, making such 
: idle chat, til) at last there was 
a flurry and Mrs Clinton ar- 
rived, followed by some men in 
suits, with electronic earpieces. 
She was wearing a blue, 
buttoned-up jacket, a blade 
skirt and black stockings. Big 
blue eyes, which I hadn't 
expected, and a clean, bright, 
eager expression. 

She was introduced by the 
new American Ambassador, 
Philip Lader. He was a bit 
pompous and formal in his 
speech, lavishing praise on the 
First Lady, which, of course, is 
part of his job. Behind him Mrs 
Clinton was making a funny 


face, clnlching her heart in 
mock horror. That was nice. 

Then she spoke to the as- 
sembled guests, without notes, 
and was witty and amusing. She 
said she'd had the weekend at 
Chequers with Tbny Blair and 
his wife - whose name she 
pronounced “Sherry" - and 
said they had been invited to 
Vteshington by the President. 
The date would be announced 
very shortly. She then made a 
joke about being in touch with 
Mrs Roosevelt, which all the 
Americans present laughed at, 
but I didn’t quite get. Appar- 
ently there has been some 
newspaper report saying HOIaty 
bas been in extrasensory con- 
tact with Mis Roosevelt. 

After her speech, the Am- 
bassador said Mrs Clinton 
would try to get round as many 
guests individually as possible. 
An enormous queue soon 
formed. Oh no, I thought, shell 
never get round us all, and any- 
wayl wantto get home to watch 
the second half of the Ever- 
ton/Southampton match on tel- 
ly. On the other hand. I’ll 
probably never get to meet 
her in the flesh again. So I 
joined the queue, both elbows 
going. 1 waited about balf-an- 
hour, then, oh rapture, I got to 
talk to the First Lady - one to 
one. 

The Ambassador intro- 
duced me, explaining X was a 
writer. So he’d done his home- 
work. We shook hands, and 1 
said I just wanted to ask her one 
question. About her and the 


President, actually ... 

For a moment, I sensed a 
flicker of worry from the Am- 
bassador, wondering what 1 
might be going to ask. 

I explained that I publish 
and write a guidebook to the 
Lake District, and in it I list all 
the famous people who have 
stayed in Lakeland, including 
President Woodrow Wilson. 
WeD. someone told me that she 
and Bill, sorry. Mr President, 
had had a holiday in Lakeland 
when they were courting. I’d 
never been able to verily ft. Wfrs 
ft possibly true? 

“It sure is true," she said. 
“We got engaged there. 

“Brilliant,’’ I said. “What a 
good choice. Whereabouts?” 

“Ennerdale," 

“Oh, I know it well. We live 
in the next valley. Which end 
of Ennerdale?” 

“I don’t remember exactly. 
But it was a beautiful day. 
We’d walked and walked - and 
then Bill proposed. 

“Wis he at Oxford at the 
time?” 

“No, no. It was just after we 
had both graduated from law 
school. Then we went off la 
England for a holiday. And he 
proposed." 

“And did he produce a 
ring?" 

“No, no.” 

“Why not?” 

“WeU, I didn’t immediately 
accept his proposal. Nol there 
and then. 1 thought about it for 
a few weeks, then I said ves.” 

Ah, isn't that lovely. " 
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“The English are getting anxious and don’t 
understand," said a leading French news- 
paper yesterday. But, nos chess, we have 
good reason to be anxious and, excusez- 
nous, we do understand very well why a 
transport strike that blocks the highways 
of France is not just some domestic 
inci dent to be addressed (perhaps even 
forgiven) in terms of French politics and 
industrial relations. This is a European in- 
cident. It affects the very point of Euro- 
pean Union cross-border trade. Whal the 
French government chooses to do or not 
is not just for the French to appraise. The 
capacity of the French state, all out 
states, is a common concern. It is not only 
economies that must converge if common 
money is created. European unity hangs 
on the ability of the Italian state to enforce 
budgetary discipline after EMU begins, ihe 
willingness of the German Chancellor to 
say boo to the CAP-1 oving fanners of 
Bavaria and the obligation on the French 
state to guarantee common carriage. 


We don’t need to reach deep into the 
entrails of the French hanlagp business to 

note this is a dispute with a past Both the 
workforce and the employers are split into 
separate and to some extent rival repre- 
sentative bodies - the architecture of 
French industrial relations is pitifully un- 
modem. This is by no means the first great 
disruption by drivers in recent times. Yet 
the first, in 1984, saw the drivers agree- 
ing to be used by the employers as a bat- 
tering ram against the left-of-centre 
government headed by Pierre B£r£govoy. 
During the mast recent dispute, a year ago, 
the right was in power under Alain Juppd 
and it suited the socialist and other op- 
position parties- themselves now in pow- 
er - to lend support to the drivers. It does 
seem the formula that settled that dispute 
has been deliberately sabotaged by some 
of the employers -which helps explain why 
the French are b$ing so uncharacteristi- 
cally stoical about the dispute, with opin- 
ion, so far, tending to the drivers’ side. 


Ail that, however, is betide the point. 
In an economy fit for the 21st century there 
have to be better ways of resolvmg disputes 
than barriers with spikes across roads: the 
real problem is the anachronistic nature 
of industrial relations and the failure of 
the French left to contemplate its rela- 
tionship with the unions. This is not a mat- 
ter of our preaching from some lofty 
height. There is a case to be made - we 
.have made it- that the Thatdherite reforms 
of industrial relations law may have gone 
too far in altering the balance between em- 
ployers and employees. But we stand firm 
behind that core Thatcherite reform, the 
abolition of secondary picketing. What we 
are seeing on the approach to the Calais 
port is precisely that: the unacceptable-use 
of industrial power to coerce third parties. 

And where is the Earned authority of the 
French state, with its Compagnies Rgpub- 
licaines de Sdcurite, its Gendarmerie 
Nationale, its army, its cult of Bonaparte, 
who came to power having let the street 


blockers of his day have that famous whiff 
of grapeshot? The French government was 
asked by its neighbours at least to main- 
tain certain safe corridors through the 
country. So far its response has been to 
order the destruction of barriers on the 
Pont du Rhin in Strasbourg and on the 
Spanish border at Biriatoo. This is not 
enough. Police action at the Dunkirk and 
other refineries show what can be done. 
The Jospin government has to do what it 
takes to settle the dispute - it possesses 
(unlike modem British governments) ex- 
tensive powers to intervene and impose 
agreements. 

It is important to understand why Tbny 
Blair and coHeagues_have a right to de- 
mand such action when they meet at the 
Anglo-French summit in a couple of 
days. It has nothing to do with that peculiar 
sentiment of mutual condescension which 
perfumes relationsbetween our tiro coun- 
tries- It has to .do,, instead, with the 
prospect and possibilities of Europe. 


Much is im*lt to discu^ns about EKtU, 

how powers are bemg relinquished 

STnouiSwl (and non-political?) 
hndv in the European Central Bank. 
Sis m^e of how the acanatmM 
depends critically on the strengthofdp- 
nJaic governments - to mamtam.&cal 

Sdte, to son out mastnve , pemjrms ; : 
overhang, ro carry forward Je liberfnB- 
fenof^arkeB.cspccit^l^ffl^r 
Uiat will have to occur if a single cotten- 

„ is to work. This is not atout mpostng 

^Lfc^merican models on the Continent. 
^tT^heeTniattcr of fect::w,thMf . ; 
greater fleribOiiy in market^ the adlust- A. 
ments a single currency will demand can- W? ■ 
not take place. 

What does or does not happen on the 
boulevards and the autoroutes this week 
is thus a test, a very important test, of tiie 
capacity of national governments to play 
their part in Europe. The French gov- 
ernment has to understand that and ac- 
cordingly hang tough- 
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Woodward trial 


Sir When Gaiy and Sue Wood- 
ward came to me for advice 
concerning Louise after her ar- 
rest I publicly proclaimed that 
if one had to be tried outside 
one's native land Lhere would 
be few places one would pre- 
fer to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. 

Like many others on both 
sides of the Atlantic, I watched 
with growing disbelief and hor- 
ror as accumulative human er- 
rors produced a catastrophic 
miscarriage of justice and bla- 
tant abuse of human rights by 
an experienced and reputable 
trial judge. 

Two substantial points in 
this trial attract immediate 
attention. 

First, the extraordinary lo- 
cal gamble of “loose-or-noose", 
where an inexperienced foreign 
youngster is encouraged to bet 
her Ufa on the advice of re- 
spected lawyers, including the 
active encouragement of the tri- 
al judge. In effect the lawyers 
were the gamblers and she was 
merely the slake. 

Second, when the jury had 
been out a long time and re- 
turned to review the key med- 
ical evidence, they were given 
the prosecution evidence, re- 
peatedly refused parallel de- 
fence evidence and bullied by 
the judge into returning a ver- 
dict without it. It was the most 
spectacular display of breach of 
that most fundamental princi- 
ple of fair trials, parity of arms 
between prosecution and de- 
fence. that l have ever witnessed 
in a country with a mature jus- 
tice system. 

J usticc is always a human ac- 
tivity prone to error even in the 
best legal systems. One of the 
characteristics of the great 
common law tradition is that 
when serious mistakes are 
made those in authority strive 
to rectify the position without 
delay. Today (“Woodward faces 
the hardest choice of all", 3 No- 
vember), the trial judge has the 
power and opportunity to show 
that he is both human and in 
that great tradition. 

STEPHEN JAKOBI 
Director 

The Fair Trials Abroad Trust 
Richmond, Surrey 



Turkey and the EU & 


Sir Lord Kennefs letter (30 Oc- 
tober) about admitting Thrkey 

to the European Union has 
missed the reason why all this 
is happening. It is, more than 

anything else, US pressure, and 
the American motives have not 
all appeared in the British press. 

They are: first to strength- 
en the military alliance the US 
is forging between Turkey’s . 
new military government and Is- 
rael so that Turkey’s consider- 
able might can help Israel in its. 
wars of occupation and that they 
can together encircle Syria and 
Lebanon. This the US govern V 
meat does because both US par-f J. 
ties are heavily Zionist funded. ’ '• 

Second, to strengthen 
Turkey’s strategic position in ob- 
taining the pipelines to bring ofl 
from the Caspian oil province, 
which belongs to various coun- 
tries freed from the Russian 
empire and now declared an 
area of “vital national interest”, 
to Ihe US. And third, to 
strengthen Turkey, which al- 
ready has the strongest navy in 
the Black Sea, in its role of an- 
noying Russia there. 
ELIZABETH ADAMS 
London W2 


Sir When I was five and my sis- 
ter was six (in the mid 1930s). 
wc had a 19-year-old au pair 
from Germany living with us. 
On one occasion my mother 


dispatched us to the nearby 
park for an hour or so with 
“Nanny" in charge. On the 
way back, my sister was hit by 
a car. I still remember every de- 
tail of the incident vividly. The 
driver was in no way to blame; 
only the impatience and inex- 
perience of our au pair. But my 
parents blamed only them- 
selves for the awful loss of 
their daughter - most especially 
my mother, who never entire- 
ly recovered. 

Whatever Louise Wood- 
ward did in frustration to the 
crying baby in ber (unqualified) 
care, it was not - by any stretch 
of the imagination - murder as 
we know it. And the baby’s par- 
ents, poised in their loss under 
the televised eyes of the world, 
refer to this distraught child as 
“a little actress” and, by impli- 
cation, a murderer. Docs 
America and its justice system 
have no shame? 

Professor DEREK FABIAN 
Strathclyde 


Sir: Whatever the rights and 
wrongs of the Louise Woodward 
trial, the case itself emphasises 
a stark fact that many of us 
choose to ignore. In our society, 
children are u nuisance. They 
blight careers, they interfere 
with social life, they are expen- 
sive to both the parents and the 
slate, and eventually they turn 
into teenage vandals. Perhaps 
we should consider whether 
children are compatible with life 
at the end of the 20th centtny. 
Better yet, perhaps we should 
radically 3ltcr the attitudes of 
our society. 

BOBBIE NICHOLS 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 


protests her innocence and 
when all the evidence is in her 
favour? 

JOHN REARDON 
Carlisle, Cumbria 


Sir: Louise Woodward might 
well be an aspiring actress, as 
the prosecution put it, but if she 
is guilty then her anguished cry 
of innocence following the 
verdict was a performance of 
Oscar-winning potential. 
PAUL DOOLrNG 
Oxford 


Sir. Your assertion that the 
guflty verdict on Louise Wood- 
ward was something that "she 
herself had contributed to", 
by asking the jury to consider 
acquittal or guilty of murder 
only, is bizarre. Why should 
Louise plead guilty to 
manslaughter when she 


Cold weather pay 

Sin The fact that the Govern- 
ment has rejected the call for 
cold weather payments to be 
triggered by taking into account 
the additional chilling effect of 
the wind (report 1 November) 
fills me, as I am sure it does 
every medical practitioner in 
the country, with a mixture of 
anger and depression. 

I practise in a rural area. 


in one of England’s milder 
counties, and yet already I 
have seen the first two cases of 
hypothermia of the season. 
Multiplied over the country, the 
cost of these cases must be con- 
siderable. It is a common mis- 
conception that the treatment 
(of those who do not expire) 
consists only of re-warming. 
Very often hypothermia re- 
sults in other illnesses, for ex- 
ample pneumonia or stroke, 
and the length of stay of such 
patients in hospital is frequently 
two weeks or more. Add to this 
the cost of the additional bur- 
den to social services following 
the patient’s discharge. 

The saving, by not making 
this allowance for wind chill, is 
in the order of £2m to £3m. It 
is incredible to behold the lack 
of insight on the part of the 
Government as to haw much 
money this tiny expenditure 
would undoubtedly save. 

Dr DAVID COCKSHOOT 
Frame, Somerset 


London traffic 


Sin For someone who has 
watched the development of 
thinking over traffic design in 
Londoa over several decades, 
it is interesting to read (“The 
new Baltic of Trafalgar”, 30 Oc- 
tober) of the proposals that have 
been dreamt tip by Norman 
Foster and Partners for Trafal- 
gar Square and Parliament 
Square, on which public com- 
ment is about to be invited. 

The wiser heads at City Hall 
are well aware of the poim- 
lessness of asking the public to 
comment on schemes that are 
simply not feasible. At their 
meeting of 21 July the Envi- 
ronmental and Planning Com- 
mittee resolved that “any 
consideration of the proposals 
for the so-called Strategy 2 be 
deferred until such time as HM 
Government is able to introduce 
wider proposals for reducing ihe 
volume of traffic in Central Lon- 
don". But the client for the study 


is not Westminster Council but 
a consortium of which West- 
minster is only one member. 
Thus Westminster was over- 
ruled. and the unrealistic Strat- 
egy 2 is going forward for public 
consultation. Whal a waste of 
lime and effort. 

To deplore the more ex- 
treme proposals for pedestri- 
an isation in the two squares 
and in Whitehall does not 
mean a total indifference to 
improving facilities for pedes- 
trians. Bui wholesale pedes- 
trianising of important traffic 
arteries is quite another mat- 
ter. Even if car traffic should 
be reduced, traffic is still the 
lifeblood of a city. We must not 
restrict it unduly, as the ex- 
treme schemes would do. And 
“demand management" of car 
traffic must be imposed on Lhe 
approaches to London, not 
right at the centre. 

NIGEL SEYMER 
Lower Slaughter. 
Gloucestershire 


Cheesy education 

Sir- In her admirable account 
of the merits of Summerhill 
school (28 October), Angela 
Neustatter complains that her 
education there “resembled a 
Gruyfcrc cheese”. 

The same is true of educa- 
tion everywhere. The one dis- 
tinctive lesson that everyone 
learns in conventional schools 
is how important it is to appear 
to know what you do not know. 
DAVID GRIBBLE 
Bristol 


I’d love to, but I've got this column to write for The Independent 


e. 



MILES 

KINGTON 


What is it that we need a lot of and only 
have a few of? 

Good excuses, that’s what. The trouble 
is that we spend half our waking life tiy- 
ing to get out of things and we usually have 
no escape hatch to get out by. 

Well today I bring you good news in the 
shape of a whole hunch of excuses to store 
away in your personal organiser. 

Yes, whenever the words, “Gosh. I’d 
LOVE to but I’m afraid I can’t because ..." 
form on your lips, you can now complete 
your sentence with one of the following: 


L “I’ve bad a rather painful accident with 
a rubber band which I would rather not talk 
about." 

2. “It would interfere with my preparations 
for the World Cup." 

3. “It’s that lime of year again." 

4. “I would prefer not to, not if there is any 
truth in whal Alistair Cooke said last 
Sunday.” 


5. “WelL it was a very large rubber band.” 

6. “I'm double-booked with a man in Rat- 
ters Bar." 

7. “I’m going to my aromatherapist's 
funeral." 

8. “I’m going to a very important village 
Millennium meeting.” 

9. “Thar’s the day I’m having toy cyst looked 
at" 

10. “No, not cistern - cyst " 

1 1. “I’ve promised to act as second in a duel 
that day, which I’ve never done before." 

12. “I have to keep that day clear for or- 
ganic recharging.” 

13. “My wife has gone away for some time 
and she seems to have taken the diary with 
her, so 1 can’t fix anything:" 

14. “Oh. that’s St Ursula's Day ... Sony.” 

15. “That’s the day I'm having my cistern 
looked at." 

16. “No, not sister - cistern." 

17. “The old trouble is playing up again. 
I’m afraid." 


IS. “That’s exactly when IYe had to pencil 
in a -dry run for my income tax 
investigation.” 

19. “Apparently there’s a place in Banbury 
where they still do evening classes on how 
to be a second in duels.” 

20. “No, St Ursula.'’ 

21. “WelL aromatherapists die too, you 
know. You can postpone death with pretty 
smells but you can’t cancel it.” 

22. “The awful thing is that I've just for- 
gotten bow to swim and there's a man in 
Le Tbuquet who specialises in bringing the 
skill back, and that’s the only day I could 
get a flight there.” 

23. “That’s the day my ginger beer matures, 
and it s a non-stop vigii." 

24. “WelL much though I’d like to, I can’t 
ring my wife because she’s taken the 
phone book as well ” 

25. “I'm afraid my old trouble isn't play- 
ing up any more, and the doctors are a bit 
worried and want to sec why.” 


26. “Yes, they use a lot of fragrances at 
aromatherapists' funerals.” 

27. “WeU, there’s a lot more to it than just 
saying, ‘Choose your weapons, gentlemen,' 
you know." 

28. “Kilty Kelley wants to come and see 
me that day and she won’t say what it's 
about." 

29. “AU our systems have crashed and that’s 
the day the man's coming to have a look 
at them.” 

30. “Not cisterns. Systems.” 

31. “Did I say St Ursula? I meant Si 
Boniface." 

32. “I don’t think the fragrances do much 
for the late departed, but they do the fu- 
neral guests a lot of good." 

33. “I couldn’t possibly, not with the Hang 
Seng in its present delicate state." 
^fBThis excuse cm be \wied with dte French 
lorry drivers' strike, shadow Cabinet crisis etc 
etc. 

34. “That's the day I am due to have a ses- 


sion with my hypnotist, and once I have 
made an appointment with my hypnotist, 
there is some strong unseen power which 
seems to prevent me ever changing it Odd, 
really." 

35. “No, hold on - that's Glenda Jackson’s 
birthday. J never miss that" 

36. “That's the day the piano tuner comes* 
and you can’t get hold of piano tuners for 
love nor money these days, so I must be 
sure to be there, because he tunes every- 
thing in the house, not just the piano and 
spinet but everything from guitars to 
citterns." 

37. “Not cisterns. Citterns." 

38. "I have recently contracted that 
disease ...” 

39. “You know, that disease, that disease 
which never lets you get rdund to 
finishing...” 

40. “I can't remember the name of it, but 

it’s the disease which prevents you from, 
ever ... from ever ..." - 
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Sir: According to the Zurich 
and London treaties of 1959 
establishing the bj -communal 
Republic of Cyprus, Turkish 
Cypriots have the right to par- 
ticipate in any discussions con- 
nected with the foreign affairs 
of “Cyprus” and veto any ad- 
verse decisions. Tlirkey, like tbe 
UK and Greece, as a guaran- A 
tor power, has the treaty right ■ 
to be consulted about the 
future of the island (report, 27 
October). 

HAKKJ MUFTUZADE 
London Representative 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus 
London WC1 
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Flying the flag for a lower Scottish grant 





// DONALD 
MACINTYRE 

# DEVOLUTION'S 
HIDDEN COST 


It s there in the St George's 
flags that England football fans 
increasingly wave at interna- 
tionals. It’s there in the call 
among a quietly growing num- 
ber of thinking right-wing 
Tones for an English parliament 
to match those for Scotland and 
Wiles (see David Davis below). 
And it’s there in the subter- 
ranean restiveness among a 
few quite senior English 
Labour politicians about the 
If distribution of public expendi- 
ture between the component 
parts of the United Kingdom. 
It may not yet qualify as a back- 
lash. But Englishness in politics, 
as in football, is starting, post- 
devolution. to have a slightly 
harder edge. 

Imagine it's millennium year. 
Gordon Brown’s two-year ban 
on any spending increase over 
the levels set by the previous 
government no longer applies. 
Real live public expenditure 
negotiations are now happen- 
ing in earnest once again. 
David Blunfcett, Jack Straw 
and Harriet Hannan are fight- 
ing against the Treasury ( dom- 
inated. as it happens, by 
Scottish ministers) for more 
money for schools, policemen 
and child care. They form a ca- 
bal and start discreetly mut- 
tering to friendly English 
Labour backbenchers that they 
there would be plenty more 
money to go round if only 
Scotland wasn't quite so well 
off. Why, the well-informed 
backbenchers start asking in 
public, does Scotland have to 
enjoy public spending 14.3 per 
cent higher per head than the 
average UK figure? After all, 
there is now a Scottish Parlia- 
ment with tax-raising powers 
and the freedom to allocate 
spending. Isn’t it time England 
and Whies got their fair share? 

This isn't fantasy. It's the stuff 
of Cabinet infighting. Which is 
one reason why the Treasury 
Select Committee was pre- 
scient last week in announcing 
a short inquiry into why the Bar- 
nett spending formula allocates 
spending more generously to 
Scotland. The Government s 
present policy, as expressed in 
the White Riper on Scottish de- 
volution, is rather firmly in 
favour of the current block 
grant system which it says has 
produced “fair settlements" 
for Scotland. This was not the 
view thaL all English ministers 
took in the run-up to devolu- 
tion. The Constitution Unit, in 
its own authoritative study of 
devolution, had recommended 
that an independent commis- 
sion should examine the whole 
svstem. But Donald Dewar, 



The Saltire flaps from the bow of the ferry which sails from Uig on Skye to Loehmaddy on North Utst 


The people of England deserve a referendum of their own 



DAVID 

DAVIS 

AN ENGLISH 
PARLIAMENT 


Those members of Parliament at West- 
minster who are committed to preserv- 
ing the United Kingdom have to face a 
ferociously difficult question. Now that 
the Scots and Welsh have decided on 
devolution, how do we deliver a fair deal 
for England? 

Wiliia/n Hague has quite rightly 
announced than an incoming Conserv- 
ative government would respect the out- 
come of the referendums. But Labour’s 
compromise proposals are a constitutional 
mess. They do not solve the so-called West 
Lothian question, the problem of Scot- 
tish MPs voting on matters that solely 
affect the English, whilst the En glish MPs 
cannot vote on similar matters that solely 
affect the Scots. 

Nobody should doubt that the English 
feel as passionately about their country 


as the Scots or the Welsh. The best 
demonstration of this is the extent to 
which the English have been willing to 
make sacrifices in the interests of the 
Union: for example, on the basis of pop- 
ulation, Scotland has 14 more MPs than 
it would have with the English size of con- 
stituencies. In terms of public expenditure, 
VAles receives one-sixth more money than 
England, Scotland a fifth more, and 
Northern Ireland a third more. 

There are, of course, reasons for these 
differences, and the English have accepted 
them because most people place enor- 
mous value on the Union. They recognise 
the energy that the United Kingdom has 
gained from the amalgamation of the tal- 
ents of all parts of the Kingdom. 

Which is why Labour’s proposals are ■ 
potentially so disastrous. The Government 
is meddling with a finely balanced $£njOv 
lure which has historically worked to' 
everybody’s advantage. It is taking the riSk 
of starting a process that will, unravel the 
tightly woven fabric of our country.. 

Those Welsh people who want an 
assembly wfll resent the stronger Scottish 
institution. As for the English, Labour's 
attempt to provide supposed fairness with 
regional councils is, of course, nonsense. 

It will not solve the West Lothian ques- 
tion. It will simply create soulless regional 
bureaucracies, bleak outstations of 
Brussels. 

Nobody could with any serious con- 
stitutional sense equate, say, a Yorkshire 
and Humberside regional council with die 
Scottish Parliament. The constitutional 
mess of pottage that we are being offered 
in ear bangs for our heritage and history 


is not going to satisfy anyone. 

It is no accident that Labour's proposals 
fit well with the wishes of the European 
CommissioQ. In the federalist lexicon, the 
nation state is seen as the source of many 
evils, from unemployment to war. 

The nation state is the strongest mani- 
festation of the democratic will of the 
people. It is a moral concept, indissolubly 
tied to the emotional identity of the 
people; it is not an administrative con- 
venience to suit Labour's apparent urge 
to bypass Westminster by every means 
possible. 

The people of England deserve noth- 
ing less than equal treatment. And the 
people of Britain deserve a constitutional 
settlement that is at least logical. If each 
of the other nations of the United King- 
dom is going to have its own parliament, 
then England's choice should be no less. 
If Labour truly believes that this is the 
proper future for the people of Scotland 
and Whies, their logic must mean the same 
for England. This means equal treatment 
in all respects, not just finandal - although 
we should have funding equality for 
England, Scotland and Whies. * 

The people of England deserve a ref- 
erendum on whether they want a Parlia- 
ment of their own. In their own words. 
Labour should trust the people - in this 
case the people of England. Anything less 
will lead to disaffection and discontent; 
to a belief that the English are being 
treated as second-class citizens in their 
own land. 

The writer is Consen'ath'e MP for 
Boothfeny. 


the Scottish Secretary, held 
firm. The prevailing Cabinet 
view was that it would hardly 
help to deliver a yes vote in the 
devolution referendum if Scot- 
tish voters knew the spending 
formula was under threat. The 
Treasury Select Committee’s 
purpose is merely to establish 
the facts. But its inquiry may 
also unwittingly anticipate a 
Cabinet conflict. 

The facts are worth having. 


-Assessment of the relative 
needs of Scotland, England 
and Wkles is a hideously inex- 
act science. Given the social 
needs of some parts of Scot- 
land, the sparse rural popula- 
tions of some others, and the 
high relative prosperity of 
south-east England, an equi- 
table settlement would almost 
certainly not mean the same per 
capita level of spending in 
Scotland as for England 


(though it’s rather less dear why 
it should be significantly high- 
er for Scotland than for Wales). 
Nevertheless the Barnett for- 
mula, for reasons Joel Barnett 
could not possibly have fore- 
seen when as Jim Callaghan’s 
tough minded Chief Secretary 
he devised it in 1976, has not 
done the job he envisaged. 
Post-war, successive Tbry and 
Labour Scottish Secretaries, 
often conjuring the nationalist 


spectre, secured a series of rel- 
atively favourable public spend- 
ing settlements. By linking the 
Scottish block grant directly to 
the UK-wide totals, Barnett 
intended to bring Scottish per 
capita expenditure more close- 
ly into line with that of England 
and Wales. Instead the oppo- 
site happened, for reasons 
which are complicated but in- 
clude a relative decline in the 
Scottish population and the 
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fact that public expenditure has 
been contained rather than 
expanded since the early 1980s. 
Which is one reason why Joel 
Barnett has hims elf come out 
in favour of change. If nothing 
else it looks to many experts as 
if the northern Englis h regions 
are left relatively worse off 
than Scotland, and that if Bar- 
nett-style convergence had 
been achieved, it might have 
been possible to extract some 
£2bn from the Scottish spend- 
ing totals. 

This is a potentially explosive 
problem, particularly if you 
happen to believe in the Unioa 
Nothing could be more calcu- 
lated to fuel the Scottish na- 
tionalist cause than exacting a 
price for devolution through a 
raid on the block grant. On the 
other hand, English discon- 
tent could well intensify when 
. the debate on public spending 
begins in earnest. (It’s even pos- 
sible, by the way, that Davis’s 
deeply controversial idea of an 
English parliament might ap- 
peal in time to some Labour 
MPs!) 

You can already find En glish 
ministers cheerfully devising, in 
private, a long-term Catch 22 
argument for cutting the Scot- 
tish block grant: if the Scottish 
Parliament decides to increase 
taxes then they should have the 
equivalent grant deducted to 
avoid an overall increase in 
public spending. If it cut taxes 
then then the grant should 
still be reduced, an the grounds 
that the English cannot be ex- 
pected to subsidise Scottish 
tax cuts. Needing to strike a del- 
icate balance the Government 
might be well advised to call for 
a full-scale, and no doubt 
lengthy, inquiry. As it hap- 
pens, the devolution White 
Paper, in a passage that some 
attribute to Jack Straw, holds 
out the possibility of a review 
when it stresses that any “sub- 
stantial revision” would have to 
be carried out “in full consul- 
tation” with the Scottish exec- 
utive. Sometimes, if the bough 
is not to break, it has to bend. 


Should Nelson and Churchill look down on car-free zones? 
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LIBERATING 
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itects. Sir Norman Foster, will 
describe proposals to ban veh- 
icles from the north side of 
Trafalgar Square, where the 
National Gallery stands, and 
likewise to close the south side 
of Parliament Square, next to 
Westminster Abbey. They wfll 
also outline a second option 
which would ban all traffic ex- 
cept buses from the east side 
(dominated by St Martin-in- 
the-Fields) and take a more 
generous, pro-pe<fcstrianap- 
jxoach to Whitehall and Parl- 
iament Square. 

Both plans include s ma ller 
proposals for the surrounding 

streets, to help people move 
around more easily, ease the 

path of cydists and improve the 

appearance of the area. Tiees 

would be established; the mag- 
nificent courtyards of thelfta- 

suiy and the Foreign Office 
would be opened to the public; 

Old Palace Yard, currently a car 

park for the House of lards, 
would become a new square- 
Ministeis’ involvement ts sq> 

ssasss- 

0 f government, ceremonial 


routes and, in Trafalgar Square, 
the place for great open-air 
meetings and demonstrations. 

- The Houses of Parliament 
and Westminster Abbey are 
together classified as a World 
Heritage Site, on a par with the 
Pyramids and the Tfcj MahaL 
The initiative is of historic im- 
portance, too, because for the 
first time the Governmentis en- 
listed in the task of restraining 
the motor car in dty centres. It 
is just about 100 years since cars 
first began to traverse the north 
sde of Ifafalgar Square and ter- 
rify pedestrians wishing to cross 

to the paved centre, with Nel- 
son's Column and the pigeons. 

The genesis of the two plans 
was a huge public meeting or- 
ganised by the Architecture 
Foundation and the Evening 
Standard in April last year, at 
which Tony Blair spoke, and 
where Sir Norman floated the 
notion that the time had come 
to start removing cars from the 
centre of London. A few weeks 
later, three Conservative min- 
isters, John Gumroer, Virginia 
Bottomley and Sir George 

Young, decided to stage a com- 


petition to select a team for 
studying the area with a view to 
I^oduringproposals- winch Sir 
Norman duly won. The trans- 
ition between the previous gov- 
ernment and the present one 
has been seamless. It has 
become a bipartisan policy. 

But Sir Norman and his 
architectural practice did not 
win on their own. Sir Norman 
leads a consortium containing 
Hakrow Fox, road traffic con- 
sultants, and Space Syntax Lab- 
oratory, which studies the way 
people move around cities. 
Readers walking along White- 
hall from Trafalgar Square to 
Westminster Abbey this sum- 
mer who thought they were be- 
ing followed, probably were. . 

It may seem obvious that 
architect, traffic planner and 
pedestrian analyst should work 
together, but until now it has 
rarely been undertaken. While . 
Space Syntax was watching 
where people walk, Halcrow 
Fox was plotting the conse- 
quences for private traffic. The 
upshot would not be gridlocked 
sheets in the centre; rather, the 
effects would ripple outwards 


over a wide area of London, 
from Kings Cross in the North 
to - the south bank of the 
Thames, producing heavier 
traffic flows at a variety of 
points. The average increase in 
journey times is calculated at 
half to one minute. 

No buildings wfll be pulled 
down, no Dew structures 
erected, no roads diverted- AH 
the proposed interventions are 
small scale. 

In one important respect, the 
London proposals exceed what 
is being done, for example, in 
Berlin or Barcelona, and that 
it is hi the amount of consult- 
ation. Berlin is being rebuilt as 
it was in the 19th century, with- 
out the public having much of 
a say. The same goes for 
Barcelona, where a strong 
mayor has had his way - albeit 
to good effect. 

This is not the London 
method. Already 130 organis- 
ations and statutory bodies 
have been consulted. While 
Westminster Abbey, for in- 
stance, would welcome the re- 
moval of traffic from directly 
outside its walls, the Queen 


Elizabeth Conference Centre 
on the other side of the square 
has expressed concern about ac- 
cess for the thousands of people 
who attend meetings there. 
Now the general public is also 
to be consulted. 

Whether to approve, turns 
on a number of issues. Do we 
want to find a new balance be- 
tween the car on the one hand, 
and pedestrians and public 
transport on the other? Iftre do 
move against the car, are we 
willing to accept the increased 
congestion, and higher costs for 
business, in surrounding areas? 
Or do we believe that making 
the inner dty more attractive 
would bring in more visitors and 
thus yield counter-balancing 
economic gains? 

So important are questions 
like these that the nearer the 
politicians have got to the per- 
iod for public consultation, the 
clearer they seem to have be- 
come about the p rimary of 
people’s desires. That is why 
they are launching the initiative 
themselves. Moreover, with- 
out public support, nothing 
will go forward. 


It’s instrumental 
to everything 


DIANA 

HINDS 

LEARNING 
AND MUSIC 


For those people lucky 
enough to play an instru- 
ment, music is an enjoyable 
anrt even uplifting pastime. 
But it is not, educationally, 
a hixuiy. Schools which per- 
sist in regarding instrumen- 
tal lessons as a pleasant 
add-on,' limiting them to 
those who can afford to pay, 
cut music at their peril 

The crisis in instrumental 
tuition, reported yesterday by 
the Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music, 
comes at a time of mounting 
evidence about the ways in 
which music helps children 
with many fundamental as- 
pects of their learning. 

Music helps children learn 
to read. It helps them make 
progress in maths. It raises 
their motivation, it builds 
and reinforces their self- 
esteem. and it fosters their 
ability to work cooperative- 
ly with others. In fact, it 
does almost everything we 
need to be doing in the class- 
room. 

Later in life, many em- 
ployers will pay heed to a job 
applicant with musical expe- 
rience - not because they 
want string quartets in the 
lunch-hour, but because 
playing an instrument is a 
good indicator of someone 
who can apply themselves 
and work in a team. 

Music means learning to 
listen. Whether you are lis- 
tening to a piece to pick out 
a particular theme or in- 
strument, or trying to play an 
instrument in tune and with 
a good tone, music demands 
a uniquely concentrated and 
focused way of listening. 
The more sophisticated an 
instrument you play - a vio- 
lin, sty, as opposed to a sim- 
ple percussion instrument - 
the more keenly you have to 
use your ears. 

Learning music is very 
similar to the way in which 
children learn language : to be 
able to communicate, they 
must be able to listen, to ab- 
sorb a code and to repeal 


back particular patterns. It 
should come as no surprise, 
then, that an activity which 
encourages this capacity to 
listen is likely to aid the de- 
velopment of a child's spoken 
and written language. 

Recent research from Fri- 
bourg University in Switzer- 
land, based on a three-year 
study of 1.200 children aged 
seven to 15, found that chil- 
dren given extra music 
lessons performed better in 
language work than children 
given only one music lesson 
a week, aDd were no worse 
at maths, despite having 
spent less time on the subject 
Younger children given extra 
music learnt to read more 
easily. All classes with extra 
music exhibited markedly 
less tension, and greater 
cooperation. 

In maths, there is increas- 
ing evidence that music helps 
to develop mental skills in- 
tegral to mathematics, such 
as ordering. A research study 
in Providence, Rhode Island, 
found that children who were 
given special music and art 
lessons, emphasising 
"sequenced skill develop- 
ment", performed belter in 
maths tests. 

Another study, earlier this 
year, by scientists at the uni- 
versities of California and 
Wisconsin, suggested a direct 
link between musical activi- 
ties and scientific reasoning. 
The researchers believe that 
the process of translating 
musical notes from a stave 
into actions on a keyboard 
stimulates and may even 
create the complex neural 
networks the child will use to 
solve maths and science 
problems. 

The scientific evidence 
provides invaluable back-up 
for what many teachers have 
known for a long time: that 
children benefit in many di- 
verse ways from learning 
music. Playing an instrument 
also provides a passport to 
still more enriching activity: 
making music in a group, 
such as an orchestra or band. 

Music is, and must be, for 
everyone. For those who 
cannot afford to pay, help 
must be made available. A re- 
turn to the days when play- 
ing an instrument was merely 
a necessary “accomplish- 
ment’’ for affluent young 
ladies would be a tragedy 
from which we would never 
recover. 


COULD 
YOU BE A 
MORE 
INSPIRING 
LEADER? 
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Baron Edmond de Rothschild 


Edmond Adolphe Maurice 
Jules Jacques de Rothschild, 
hanker: born 1926; married 
' I9S8 YeseUnka Vladova 
Gueorguleva (marriage 
dissolved), 1963 Nadine 
Lhopftalier (one son); died 
Geneva 2 November 1997. 


Baron Edmond de Rothschild 
was the richest and most suc- 
cessful of his family since the 
laie 19th century. 

His unique position was 
symbolised by his office on the 
sixth floor of a building hous- 
ing his Compagrue Financiere 
on the Rue du Faubourg Saint- 
Honore in Para with a vast pic- 
ture window overlooking the 
Elysce Palace gardens. From 
there he oversaw a wide- 
ranging business empire, which 
included a Swiss bank, the 
Banque PrivSe and. until re- 
cently, a substantial stake in 
Club Medrtermnee. a range of 
interests entirely in keeping 
with the most successful great- 
grandson of James, founder of 
the Paris branch of the dan. Al- 
though Edmond himself was 
very much a loner, his charac- 
ter and interests were very 
much in line with those of his 
father and grandfather. 

Edmond was bom in 1926, 
the only son of Maurice de 
Rothschild. His parents di- 
vorced when Edmond was still 
a baby - as a result he rarely saw 
his father. After a remarkable 
youthful career as a playboy, 
Maurice had quarrelled with 
the fellow members of the 
French branch of the family 
over an investment which 
they thought foolhardy but 
which turned out to be highly 
successful, as were later 
independent business ventures. 

Maurice also went into pol- 
ities. becoming one of the few 


senators to vote against giving 
Mardcbal P£tain full powers in 
July 1940. Tivo long mnnths ear- 
lier he had been instrumental 
in setting up the dinn er at the 
Ritz Hotel in Paris at which 
Paul Reynaud, then the French 
Prime Minister, arranged with 
Anthony Eden that, if Fiance 
were to fell, a Free French pres- 
ence would be established in 
London under the young 
Charles de Gaulle, then a mere 
coloneL De Gaulle never for- 
gave Maurice for an incident 
which conflicted with le Grand 
Charles' own account of his 
martyrdom and Maurice was 
virtually banished to the 
Bahamas. 

In 1940 Edmond's mother 
escaped with her son to 
Switzerland. They found tha t 
her ex-husband's gigantic 
chateau at Pregny overlooking 
the lake of Geneva was shut, 
so they settled in a small house 
on the estate. The locals were 
so hostile to these Jewish 
refugees that Edmond could 
not go to the local school bat 
attended an international 
school in Geneva. 

His father returned to Preg- 
ny after the Second World 'War 
having inherited three separate 
fortunes from the heads of the 
Naples, Frankfort and Paris 
branches of the family bank, a 
fortune he greatly Increased be- 
fore his death in 195 7 as a re- 
sult of successful speculation, 
not only in stocks and shares but 
also in works of art (Edmond 
himself continued to collect 
and gave much of his collection 
to the Louvre). 

On his father's death the 31- 
year-old Edmond found himself 
relatively isolated, not only as 
a result of his father's rift with 
the rest of the family but also 
because he had been brought 
up away from them - although 


Sydney Newman 


Sydney Cecil Newman, 
television producer: bom 
Toronto 1 April 1917; staff. 
National Film Board of 
Canada 1941-52; staff, CBC 
TV 1952-54; Producer, 
Armchair Theatre, ABC 
England 1958-62; Head of 
Drama Group, BBC TV 1962- 
67; Associated Picture 
Corporation 1969-70; 
Director of Programs, CRTC 
Ottawa 1970; Chairman, 
National Film Board of 
Canada 1970-75; Director, 
CBC 1972-75; OC 1991; 
married 1944 Elizabeth 
McRae (died 1981; three 
daughters); died Toronto 30 
October 1997. 



Newman: ‘agitational 
contemporaneity’ 


Sydney Newman was a Cana- 
dian who looked like a Mexican. 
He had a major influence on the 
drama output of both ITV and 
BBC television in Britain, as 
well as on CBC and the Na- 
tional Film Board in Canada. 

Newman’s drama policy was 
to select plays about contem- 
porary life in a contemporary 
idiom. “I am proud." he wrote, 
"that I played some part in t he 
recognition that the working 


man was a fit subject for dra- 
ma, and not just a comic foil 
in a play on middle-class 
manners." Two of his best- 
remembered plays were con- 
troversial. Up the Junction 
(1965). by Nell Dunn, con- 
cerned back-street abortion. 
Cathy Conte Home (1966), by 
Jeremy Sandford, dealt with 
homelessness. 

Leonard Mainland Gander, 
then the doyen of media cor- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Queen IwUs on Investiture ul Buck- 
ingham Palace. The Princess Royal, Pa- 
vnin. Sense — the National Dca/WinJ and 
Rubella Association, opens a Residential 
Home and visiLs offices al Tempt: Lane. 
Wistpnn, Duudoc; and. as Palron, the But- 
ler ThiM, visiLS Her Majesty's Prison 
IVrth. Princess Margaret, President, 
the National Soddy for Prevention of Cru- 
elty to ChiUrvn. attends the Thames 
Valley ChnmNir Business Lunch, al Clive - 
den, Bvekingfuinshin.', in aid of the So- 
ciety's Home Counties Investigation Unit 
Appeal. The Duke of Gloucester opens 
the Resourees Centre ai Derby Univer- 
sity and later opens the new Derby Inde- 
pendent Grammar School' tor Boy*: as 
■ Grand Prior, ibe Order. of St John, visits 
the St John Ambulance Headquarters and 
>«iU Ash Green Specialist Learning Dis- 
ability Service Centre, Chesterfield. Dcr- 
byshin and. as Kujtmi, the London Playing 
FkHil Society, attends a dinner at the Sawy 
Hotel. London WC2. in mark 31 years as 
Patron of the society . The Duke of Rent, 
President oTlhe Council, King Edward VII 
Hospital Cur Officers, presides over a 
council meeting at Beaumont StrceL 
London Wl, 


Changing of the Guard 

Tfic Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts ibe Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, 1 lam. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES * DEATHS 
(Births. Adoptions, Marriages, 

Deaths, Memorial services, Wedtfing 
anniversaries. In Memoriam) 

be sent in writing to the Gaaehhs Ed- 
itor. The Independent I CanwU 
Square, Canary Wart London EM 
SDL telephoned to 0171 -29* Jgj PJJ 
hour answering machine 0m-2W 
2012) or faxed to 0171 -293 20,0 '“*J 
are cliar ged at £6 JO a Ibe 0®T 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Forth- 
coming mairfitgm.l^magesjm^t 
be submitted in wnrfrjg (or 
and am charged at £10 a fine. VAT 
extra. They should be accompanied 
by a daytime telephone number. 


Anniversaries 


Births Guido Rem, painter, 1575; 
The Rev Augustus Montague Topla- 
dy, hynmwritcr. 1740; Eden Phill- 
pons, novelist and playwright. 1862; 
George Edward Moore, philoso- 
pher. 1873. Deaths Erasmus 
Bartholin, physicist, 1698: Charles 
Churchill, poet and satirist, 1764; 
Jakob Ludwig Fete Mendelssotm- 
Bartholdy, composer. 1847; Hip- 
polyte-Paul Dekirocbe, painter, 1S56; 
Joseph Rowntrec, cocoa manuftr- 
Hirer and Quaker educationalist, 
1859; George Peabody, industrialist 
and philanthropist, 1869; Philip 


be did spend a year after the 
war at the family’s subsidiary in 
New York. With a million dol- 
lars inherited from his grand- 
father he had begun to 
speculate as successfully as his 
father. As he later put it, his 
habit of investing in promising 
new activities (like Club 
Mediterrande) made him into 
something of an innovator— “I 
later discovered that this was 
callecl venture capital,” he said. 

By the time of his death his 
multifarious interests included 
his investment bank, the Cbm- 
pagnie FinancSre, in Paris and 
a substantial hank, the Banque 
Privfie, in Geneva. In 1976 
he spent $ 27.m buying a sub- 
stantial stake in a major Cali- 
fornian bank, the Bank of 
California. With typical luck he 
was forced to sell out in 1984 
just before the bank ran into 
difficulties. 

His interests bad turned in- 
creasingly to banking, with the 
Banque Privfie opening a 
branch in London following Big 
Bang. With his investments in 
Geneva, Israel, London, the 
United States and Italy - where 
he had a major stake in the 
Banca Tiburtina - he came 
nearest of all his family to 
recreating the famous interna- 
tional set-up of the founders of 
the bank with their symbol of 
the five arrows. 

Edmond's personal life was 
just as intriguing. In 1958 he had 
married a lady with the im- 
probable name of Veslinka 
Vladova Gueorguilieva, but 
two years later he met and feU 
in love with Nadine Lhopital- 
ier, a 28-year-old actress of 
working-class background who 
had taken great pains to edu- 
cate herself. They lived to- 
gether for three years while 
Edmcmd was going through 
his divorce and married short- 


Birthdays 

Dr .Ijan Balfour, former Chairman, 
Countryside Commission for Scot- 
land, 70; The Right Rev John Cavell, 
Assistant Bishop, Salisbury, 81; Mr 
Writer Cmnkite, radio and television 
presenter, 81; Lt-Gen Sir Hugh 
C unningham , 76; Dame Kathryn 
DugdaJe. a Lady in Waiting to the 
Queen, 74; Mr Russell Evans, fanner 
chairman. Rank Organisation. 75; 
Professor Arthur Forty, former Prin- 
cipal and Vice -Chance Hot. Stirling 
University. 69; Mr Robert Hender- 
son, former chairman, Kleinwort, 
Benson, Lonsdale, SO; Mr Elgar 
Howarth, musician and conductor, 
62; Professor Jeffrey Jowell, Profes- 
sor of Public Law and Vice-Provost. 
University College London, 59; Dr 
Thomas KkstiL President of Austria, 
65; Air Commodore Philippa Mar- 
shall, former Director, WRAF, 77; 
Mr Michael Meacher MF, 58; Miss 
Joan Rodgers, soprano, 41; Profes- 
sor Joseph Rotblai, physicist. 89: Air 
Commandant Dame Anne Stephens, 
former Director, WRAF, 85; Miss 
Loretta Swit, actress, 53; Miss Lena 
Zavarooi, entertainer, 33. 


Gilbert Hamerton, artist and author, 
1894; Wilfred Owen, poet, killed in 
action 191S. On this day: Columbus 

discovered Guadalupe cm his second 

voyage, 1493; Guy Fawkes was ar- 
rested in the cellars of Parliament, 
1605; William of Orange (later King 
William 111} and Mary, daughter of 
James H, were married, 1677; in 
Hafalgar Square, London, Nelson's 
column was completed, 1843; 
Richard Jordan Gatling patented his 
machine-gun, 1862; James Ritty, sa- 
loon-owner, patented the first cash 
register, 1879; the tomb of lli- 
lankfaamun was discovered by Lord 
Carnarvon and Howard Carter, 
1922; Unesco was established, 1946; 
Soviet troops attacked Budapest, 
1956; Ronald Reagan was elected as 
40th US President, L980. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Birstan or Brynstan 
of Winchester, St Charles Borrowed, 
St Claras. St Joannicus. St John 
Zedazneli, St Pierres and Saints 
Vitalis and Agricola. 


Lectures 


Victoria and Albert Museums 
Nasreen Askari, “CoJonrs of Ibe In- 
dus: Pakistan costume and textiles of 
Sindh and Baluchistan’', 230pm. 
Tate Gallery: Andrew Kennedy, 
‘The Pre-RaphaeEies in their Social 
Context", lpm. 

British Museum Sonia Lightfoot, 
The Status of 20th Century Chinese 
Artists: heaven, beQ and purgatory", 
1.15pm. 

King's College London: Professor 
Franipise J. Hampsoo, “Bringing 
Osw i Against Tbrkey before the 
European Gommmkin on Human 
Rights: a personal view of the 
Diyaibaldr-Londoa-Sirasbntig tri- 
angle", lpm. 

RIBA: Jenifer and Ken Armstrong, 
“Maison du Japon — Parts”, 630pm. 


ly before the birth of their only 
son, Benjamin. 

Nadine converted to Ju- 
daism and threw herself en- 
thusiastically Into her new role 
as a hostess, creating a highly 
sophisticated social life, which 
included amaring fetes at Preg- 
ny. She also wrote a best- 
selling book on being a perfect 
wife, a profoundly anti-feminist 
work which tacitly accepted 
that husbands were unfaithful 
and did not take too much 
account of their spouses' 
wishes. 

Despite a handful of set- 
backs Edmond’s business 
interests were far more suc- 
cessful than those of the main 
French branch of the family, 
which was rather lucty to be na- 
tionalised by the Mitterrand 
government in 1982 for a sub- 
stantial figure. Later attempts 
to bring together the financial 
interests of the three branches 
of the family - the French, the 
London and the biggest, those 
belonging to Edmond himself 
- achieved only partial success, 
but Edmond did follow the fam- 
ily tradition in one respect, 
investment in wine, more pre- 
cisely in the Medoc region 
north of Bordeaux, where he 
was already a major share- 
holder in Cb&teau Lafite. 

In the early 1970s he bought 
a neglected estate, ChSteau 
Clarke, for well above its mar- 
ket value (largely because his 
man of business was dying and 
wanted a percentage of the pur- 
chase price to help his widow). 
Despite very heavy investment 
in the vineyard and the cellars 
the wine has never been classed 
as outs tanding, although, typ- 
ically, Edmond made the best 
of it by producing a kosher 
wine which he sold at a con- 
siderable profit in New York — 
with Nadine acting as sales- 


woman amongst the Hasidic 
community in Brooklyn. 

More profitable was his 
ownership of the Savour Club, 
which grew into France's 
biggest mail-order wine busi- 
ness -as well as the fees from 
the many vineyard transactions 
conducted through the Com- 
pagnie Privfie. 

But perhaps evemnore im- 
portant in his life than business 
and marriage was IsraeL In the 
1880s his grandfather Edmond, 
James’s son, had been respon- 
sible for financing and guiding 
the very first Jewish settle- 
ments in what was then Pales- 
tine and despite his refusal 
to back tbe pioneers of Zion- 
ism he was generally accepted 
as tbe father of IsraeL Ed- 
mond himself had not been 
brought up in a religious envi- 
ronment, but he became an 
enthusiastic Zionist when 
young and had to be dissuad- 
ed from visiting Israel too of- 
ten lest he stir up trouble with 
his youthful enthusiasm. 

After the death of his unde 
Jimmy in 1957 he was left as the 
only direct male descendant of 
the “father” of Israel and took 
his duties extremely seriously. 
Following the advice of Israel’s 
first prime minister, David 
ben-Gurion, he concentrated 
on providing capital to create 
jobs in the infent state - a 
policy which brought him 
into conflict with Jimmy’s wid- 
ow, his aunt Dolly, who pre- 
ferred philanthropy as a policy. 

Although he did more than 
his share of helping Israel he 
became increasingly unhappy 
with its political policies in re- 
cent years, worrying about 
what he called its incre asing 
“ Levan LisatiorT, perhaps the 
only failure in a long and 
successful life. 

- Nicholas Forth 


respondents, asked Newman 
“What do you call this kind of 
drama? It’s not a play and it’s 
not a documentary." Newman 
replied; “I suggest you call it 
'agitational contemporaneity’.” 
Newman was immediately ac- 
cused of butchering the English 
language. But Gander looked 
up the word “contemporaneity” 
and found that it was first used 
in the 19th century by Cardinal 
Newman (no relation). 

Sydney Newman was boro m 
Toronto in 1917 and was given 
a thorough training in graphic 
design. At the age of '20 he 
joined the National Film Board 
of Canada, then headed by 
John Grierson, tbe Scottish 
founding father of film docu- 
mentaries. Grierson soon put 
Newman in charge of training 
films for the armed services, 
and for the propaganda series 
Canada Carries On. Altogeth- 
er he made 300 documentaries 
for tbe Film Board. 

In 1949 Newman was as- 
signed to NBC in New York to 
report to the Canadian gov- 
ernment on American televi- 
sion techniques. This led to his 
appointment to the Canadian 


Broadcasting Corporation as 
director of features and outride 
broadcasts, and supervisor of 
drama. 

In 1956 the newly estab- 
lished commercial broadcasting 
companies in Britain were in- 
creasingly dependent on Hol- 
lywood imports such as /Lou? 
Lucy, Gun Law and Superman 
for their weekly fere of enter- 
tainment programmes. A coun- 
tervailing sign was a Canadian 
import shown on BBC. It was 
a play called Flight into Danger 
by Arthur Hailey. It told the sto- 
ry of an outbreak of food poi- 
soning aboard an airliner. The 
captain and co-pflol were both 
stricken and a passenger with 
only a small experience of fly- 
ing a light plane was bullied into 
taking the controls and bring- 
ing the big DC4 safely down. 

There was none of tbe elab- 
orate treatment Hollywood 
would have given the story. 
There were no film stars, dot 
even any film inserts. It was pro- 
duced very simply with two or 
three studio sets. But the action 
was intimate and utterly con- 
vincing. The producer’s credit 
read “Sydney Newman”. 


Newman had long hankered 
after a role in British television. 
In 1958 he was invited to take 
over the production of Arm- 
chair Theatre, ABC’s weekend 
contribution to the ITV net- 
work which followed ATVs 
Sunday Night al die Stadium. 
Hi s productions included the 
first televised plays of such 
writers an Alun Owen, Harold 
Pinter, Angus Wilson and Pe- 
ter Luke. Armchair Theatre at- 
tracted audiences of over 15 
milli on and was frequently in 
the Top Ten. 

Sir Hugh Greene, the 
BBC's reforming Director- 
General, was anxious to revi- 
talise BBC's drama output by 
bringing in Newman, then the 
most successful person in 
British television drama. New- 
man joined the BBC in De- 
cember 1962 at a salary 
somewhat above that of the 
television chiefs with whom he 
was working. 

One of Newman’s first tasks 
at the BBC was to devise a spot 
on Saturday afternoons which 
would get bigger audiences for 
children between the sports 
coverage and the Six Five Spe- 



Re* 


u rg 


daS- . 




De Rothschild with a magnum of his own wine, ChSteau Clarice, 1987 


dal pop music programme. It 
was the traditional spot for 
the children's classic serial. 
The jump-in appeal between 
the fabulously rated sports cov- 
erage and Charles Dickens was 
too greaL It had been decided 
to move the classic serial to 
Sunday afternoon, but what to 
put in its place? Newman 
dreamed up the idea of Dr Who 
and brought over Verity Lam- 
bert, one of his production as- 
sistants at ABC, to be the 
producer. 

At the weekly Programme 
Review meeting some of the 
other departmental heads de- 
clared that Dr Who was fright- 
ening the hell out of kids every 
Saturday afternoon. The late 
Huw Wheldon, who was chair- 
ing the meeting, burst out 
laughing. *Tve gol two kids at 
home,” be said, “one four, one 
two. They’re running around 
with wastepaper baskets over 
their heads yelling ‘Extermi- 
nate, exterminate!' ” Every- 
body else laughed and ibe 
situation cooled down. 

It did not take Newman 
long to become dispirited with 
the staff he had inherited. 


"They are just too bloody old,” 
he complained. The expansion 
of the drama staff by 40 per cent 
in preparation for the start of 
BBC2 gave him tbe chance to 
introduce new blood. 

Newman divided the Drama 
Group into Series, Serials and 
Single Plays. To produce the sin- 
gle plays, grouped under the ti- 
tle The Wednesday Play, 
Newman sometimes liked to 
employ freelance directors. 
This was not always successful. 
Some were liable to seize on the 
chance of using the BBC’s 
name and resources to en- 
hance their personal reputa- 
tions by wildfy extravagant 
over-expenditure. With a staff 
director this would be recom- 
pensed by a cut in his next pro- 
gramme budgcL A freelance, 
basking in the reviews of his 
spectacular production, would 
leave it to others to pick up the 
pieces. 

Moreover, The Wednesday 
Play caused indignation among 
some puritans whose spokes- 
woman was Mary Whitehouse 
and among some BBC Gover- 
nors, and when Newman’s con- 
tract ran out in 1967 there was 
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Books found with obscene books liable to forfeiture 


Anything found with an item 
Gable to for feit ure under 
section 141(1) of the 
Customs 8e Excise 
Management Act 1979 was 
itself Sable to forfeiture, 
subject to the discretion of 
Customs & Excise. A large 
quantity of books found 
mixed or packed with 16 
books which were considered 
to be indecent or obscene, 
and thus liable to forfeiture, 
were accorcfingty themselves 
liable to be forfeit. 


Travel! v Gommrssioners of Customs 
& Exose; Queen’s Bench Drvrsjonai 
Court (Lord Justice Brooke and Mr 
justice Gage) 29 October 1997 


The Divisional Court dismissed 
the appeal of Richard John 
Travell by way of case slated 
from a decision of Southwark 
Crown Court, allowing an 
appeal by the Commissioners 
of Customs & Excise against 
the refusal by Thames Magis- 
trates’ Court to condemn 374 
indecent magazines pursuant 
to section 139 of the Customs 


& Excise Management Act 
1979. 

Customs & Excise had 
intercepted a package, con- 
taining a book entitled Erotic 
Experiences of Girls and Men, 
sent from the Netherlands to 
the appellant at his home ad- 
dress. Customs officers, armed 
with a search warrant, entered 
the appellant's flat and seized 
a large quantity of material 
which was considered to be in- 
decent or obscene. Sixteen 
books were found in the hall- 
way. and the other items were 
found stored all over the flaL 

The appellant in person,- Nigel Lith- 
man QC and Richard A Matthews 
[Solicitor, Customs A Excise) for the 
respondent. 


Lord Justice Brooke, deliv- 
ering tbe reserved judgment of 
the court, said that the Crown 
Court had been satisfied that 
the 16 books found in the hall- 
way were indecent and there- 
fore liable to forfeiture under 
section 42 of the Customs 
Consolidation Act 1876 and 


section 49(l)(bJ of the 1979 
Act. 

The issue which arose an 
the appeal was whether the 
Crown Court had been correct 
in holding that 364 other books 
which were found mixed or 
packed with those 16 books 
were also liable to forfeiture 
pusuanl to section 141(1) of the 
1979 Act, which provided: 
Without prejudice to any other pro- 
vision of the Customs and Excise 
Acts 1979, where anything has be- 
come liable lo forfeiture under the 
Customs and Excise Acts - (a) any 
ship, aircraft, vehicle, animal, con- 
tainer (including any article of pas- 
sengers' baggage) or other thing 
whatsoever which has been used for 
the carriage, handling, deposit or 
concealment of tbe thing so liable 
to forfeiture, cither at a rirac when 
il was so liable or for the purposes 
of the commission of the offence for 
which it later became so liable; and 
(b) any other thing mixed, packed 
or found with {he thing soliaMc shall 
also be liable to forfeiture. 


The Crown Court had held 
that the two sub-sections of sec- 
tion 141 were to be rend dis- 
junctively, and that, therefore, 
anything found with items li- 


able to forfeiture was itself li- 
able lo forfeiture, subject to the 
discretion of Customs & Excise 
not to require such forfeiture. 
The Crown Court had accept- 
ed that that was a very wide 
power, bul considered that the 
integrity of Customs & Excise 
prevented its abuse. 

The Crown Court's inter- 
pretation of section 1410 ) was 
correct. Sections 139-143 of 
the 1979 AcL coupled with 
Schedule 3, contained privj- 
sions of general application 
when something was liable to 
forfeiture under the Customs 
& Excise Acts 1979. Section 
1{ 1 ) of the Act showed that the 
term “the Customs & Excise 
Acts 1979" meant that Act, the 
Customs & Excise Duties 
(General Reliefs) Aci 1979. the 
Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 
1979. the Hydrocarbon Oil 
Duties Act 1979 and the To- 
bacco Products Duty Act 1979. 
In addition, the Betting and 
Gaming Duties Act 1981 was 
prescribed 10 be construed as 
one with the 1979 Acl It fol- 


lowed that things which were 
liable to forfeiture under (hose 
Acts might include such items 
as gaming machines, light oil 
used in furnaces contrary to 
section 14(2) of the Hydro- 
carbon Duties Act, and illicit 
spirits mentioned in sections 
13(5) and 31(5) of the Alcohol 
Liquor Duties AcL 

Once that was understood, 
and it became dear that section 
141 of the 1979 Act was not 
concerned only with Customs 
& Excise’s power to seize 
goods being illicitly imported 
into this country, it was obvi- . 
ous that the draftsman could 
not have intended the two 
parts of section 141(1) to be 
read conjucrively. If a gaming 
machine was seized, the mon- 
ey found with it might also be 
seized under section 141(I)(b) 
without any need to find some- 
thing else which was liable to 
forfeiture which might fall 
within the language of section . 
141(1 )(a). The appeal would be 
dismissed. 

~ K®te OT-Jan/pn, Barrister 
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no move io extend ii. He 
moved into feature, films, but a 
brief period with Associated 
British Productions at Hstree 
was a failure, and in 1970 
he returned to Canada to take 
up important executive posi- 
tions first with the Canadian 
Radio and Television Com- 
mission in Ottawa and then 
with his original employer, the 
National Film Board of Cana- 
da, whose chairman he be- 
came later the same year. 
Two years afterwards he also 
became one of the directors of 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Newman was given many 
professional awards, both in 
Britain and Canada. In 1991 he 
was given his country's highest 
honour, the Order of Canada. 
His wife, Elizabeth, died the 
same year and he returned to 
Britain hoping, unsuccessfully, 
to persuade Channel 4 to pro- 
duce a series he was planning 
on the Bloomsbury Group. 

He was a talented person 
whose private creativity 
induded sculpture and painting 
as well as making films. 

-Leonard Miatl 
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Resurgent share prices boost confidence around globe 


Cautious optimism 
returned to the financial 
markets yesterday. 

Diane Coyte in London 

and Stephen Vines in Hong 
Kong report on a 
bounce in the world's 
stock markets as fresh 
^agns of strong economic 
growth in the US and 
UK bolstered investors' 
confidence. 


Comparisons of the ups and 
downs in world stock markets to 
a roller-coaster started to look 
like real understatement as 
share pnces bounced back 
around much of the globe 
yesterday. 


’The FTSE 100 index ended 
“P 64 points at 4,906.4. while the 
Dow Jones index was up 158 
points at 7,600 .23 by midday. In 
Asia, Hong Kong and Singapore 

made gains of 6 per cent and 7 
per cent respectively. 

In the UK and US the jmpe- 
bts came from surveys showing 
that both economies are ex- 
panding rapidly. The monthly 
survey of purchasing managers 
in manufacturing by Britain’s 
Chartered Institute of Purchas- 
ing and Supply showed a rise in 
output and orders in industry last 
month despite the continuing 
strength of the pound. The re- 
sults, which put manufacturing 
activity at its highest for six 
months and showed the first rise 
in overseas orders since June, 
seemed to confound gloomy 

predictions Lhal the exchange rate 


was bound to start damaging 
exports. 

David Bloom, an economist 
at James Capel in London, said: 
“We have found that industry 
can live with a pound around 
DM2.90. If it were going to ham- 
mer exports, it should have 
happened by now." 

Peter Thomson, director 
general of the CIPS, said: 
“Britain’s manufacturing sector 
continues lo show solid growth.” 

Alongside yesterday’s survey 
came official figures showing a 
pick-up in the growth of MOL the 
narrow money measure con- 
sisting mainly of cash, to 6.4 per 
cent; and a report from the Hal- 
ifax ofa 0.4 per cent rise in house 
prices last month. Although the 
Halifax’s index showed annual 
house price inflation of only 5.4 
per cent, less than half the rale 
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reported by the Nationwide, 
the lender riaid it showed that a 
“modest recovery" in the bous- 
ing market was continuing. 

The figures led many analysts 
to say the Bank of England 
would have to raise interest 
rates at some point in the near 


future. But most think the Mon- 
etary Policy Committee will not 
make th e move after its meet- 
ing tomorrow and Thursday 
because cs*f the recent stock 
market instability. 

Although a rise (his month 
would now surprise commen- 


tators, the financial markets re- 
acted to yesterday’s economic 
news by taking the pound high- 
er. It climbed two pfennigs to 
just over DM2.91, little affect- 
ed by a comment from Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, that the UK should 
be considered to be preparing 
for eventual membership of the 
single currency. 

Across the Atlantic, the par- 
allel survey of the National As- 
sociation of Pur chasi ng 
Managers, showed an unex- 
pected jump in manufacturing 
activity in October. An increase 
in orders and output took the in- 
dex well into what is normally 
considered boom territory. 

As in the UK, however, an- 
alysts reckon that an expected 

increase in interest rates will be 

postponed until the episode of 


stock market turbulence is over. 

In Asia, analysts predicted 

that investors would start to pay 

closer attention to the merits of 
different markets rather than 
taking a negative view of Asia 
as a whole. 

“The region seems to be 
settling into good cases and 
bad cases rather than assuming 
that everything’s linked in an 
identical way,” said John Mulc- 
ahy. Tagging director of the W 
I Carr brokerage m Hong Kong. 

There was some evidence for 
this view yesterday as some 
stock markets, including Hong 
Kong and Singapore, roared 
ahead, while the Thai and 
Philippines markets did little 
other than tread water. 

The Singaporean govern- 
ment was even feeling confident 
enough to shrug off its own cur- 


rency woes, backing moves yes- 
terday to shore up the ailing In- 
donesian currency. This gained 
almost 6 per cent against the US 

dollar thanks to the massive 
package of overseas loans to- 
talling some S38bn. 

In Hong Kong there was a 
feeling “that thin g s have been 
overdone", according to Howard 
Georges, the vice-diainnan of 
South China Securities. 

Confidence in the Chinese 
economy bas grown too. The 
easiest way for investors to get 
a stake in this market is through 
the Hong Kong stock exchange 
where yesterday “red chip" 
recorded a 13 per cent rise. 

But investor unease seemed 
to be focusing firmly on Thai- 
land, the Philippines and South 
Korea because of political 
uncertainties. 


Liberty family attacks board decision 
£o sell up after 125 years of retailing 


£400m from Guinness-GrandMet 


The Tor sale’ sign was 
yesterday hoisted over 
Liberty, the upmarket 
retailer. The company’s 
board took the decision 
to prevent Liberty^ 
founding family and a 
rebel shareholder from 
trying to win control of 
the group without paying 
a premium price. 

Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 

f 

Liberty would be valued at 
£S4m at yesterday's dosing 
share price, which soared 25p 
to 377-5p. Nick Bubb, retail an- 
alyst at Society G£n£rale 
Strauss Turnbull, said possible 
buyers of the Regent Street re- 
tailer could indude House of 
Fraser, winch owns theDickens 
& Jones and DH Evans de- 
partment stores, and Great 

STOCK MARKETS 


Universal Stores, the mail-or- 
der group which owns Burberry 
and Scotch House. GUS has 
suffident cash resources for a 
bid and bas been rumoured to 
be interested in expanding its 
high street retailing interests. 

Other buyers could include 
Alidere, the department store 
group which has been looking 
for a central London flagship 
store, and Harvey Nichols, the 
Knightsbridge store group 
which has been expanding fast. 
Another possible buyer would 
be Harrods. the Knightsbridge 
department store group owned 
by Mohamed AI Fayed. Over- 
seas buyers keen on snapping 
up a trophy London asset may 
also be interested. 

The plan to seek buyers for 
the 125-year-old company was 
attacked by the Stewart-Liberty 
family which bas aligned itself 
with Biyan Myerson, a rebel 
shareholder. The two groups, 
which between them account 
for 44 per cent of the shares. 


said they would press ahead 
with their plans to oust Denis 
Cassidy as chair man and ap- 
point Mr Myerson and Odile 
Griffith, the family’s finan cial 
adviser, as joint chairmen. 

Liberty’s managing director. 
Ian Thomson, said the board 
was seeking to act in the inter- 
ests of all shareholders. It crit- 
icised the Stewart-Liberty 
family, and Mr Myerson for at- 
tempting to gain control with- 
out paying a premium and 
without giving other share- 
holders the opportunity to exiL 
“We believe that it is improp- 
er m terms of corporate gov- 
ernance. 

“The company is in much 
better shape than it was 18 
months ago. There could be a 
number of companies that 
would be interested." 

The board revealed y ester- . 
day that in June Mr Myerson 
had proposed that a shell com- 
pany"be established to take over 
Liberty. Mr Cassidy and the two 


other executive directors, Ian 
Thomson and Andrew Gaiety, 
would have been granted a 10 
per cent stake between them. 
The board said the bid would 
have diluted the Stewart-Lib- 
erty shareholding. 

The board rejected ihe pro- 
posal though Mr Myerson then 
made a second proposal in 
July. This would have involved 
separating the retailing and 
wholesaling operations of Lib- 
erty from the property, brand 
and licensing interests. 

This revised plan would 
have included a share option 
scheme which Mr Myerson 
claimed could have yielded 
£83m to the three executive di- 
rectors over five years. 

The board said this would 
also have diluted the family 
shareholding. 

However, die family and 
Mr Myerson confirmed yes- 
terday that they will stick to an 
irrevocable undertaking to act 
in concert for six months. 



DM/E 





/ 




L. 

WTI*' 

u 



Mack makes swift 
departure from 
United Assurance 
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United Assurance 
yesterday stunned 
investors by announcing 
tiie abrupt departure of 
George Mack, group 

chief executive. 

, Andrew Verity discovers 
that other cfirectors last 
. week called a board 
meeting to discuss, the . 
future'of DrMack, who 
took’ the helm of the 
group when it was formed 
from the merger of United 
FriendUy and Refuge 
Assurance a year ago. . 

John Cudworth, non-executive 
chairman, confirmed yester- 
day that Dr Mack did not ini- 
tiate the decision to call a 
board meeting last week to 
discuss his future. However, 
when the issue of his future was 
raised Dr Mack decided to go. 
- Ina statement, the company 
said: .“With successful comple- 
tion of the integration now 
approaching. Dr Mack has 
decided to pursue opportunities 
' elsewhere. • 

“The board looks forward to 
appointing a new group chief 

executive to take the group for- 
ward from the excellent plat- 
■ form created by the merger.” 

- United Assurance said be bad 
been in charge of the merger, 
which was now approaching 
successful compIetion- 

While Dr Mack wifi not 
leave the company until the end 
of January, it , is unlikely that 
United Asauance will be able 
-tri -name a full-time successor 
far some weeks. 

Headhunters were enlisted 
to search far a new chief exec- 
utive soon after the board 
meeting took place. Analysts, 
however, believe that Mr Cud- 
worth already had a candidate 
in mind while at the same tune 

making sure that there were no 
belter candidates around. 


Analysts yesterday came up 
with a long-list of names to suc- 
ceed Dr Mack. The list large- 
ly comprises a string of senior 
executives who have recently 
left top jobs in the life insurance 
sector. They include Jim Sut- 
cliffe, chief executive of tire 
Prudential's UK life insurance 
options until five weeks ago, 
and Steve Melcher, the 
American who formerly head- 
ed np Eagle Star Life, the 
BAT subsidiary. 

Dr Mack has come under 
heavy pressure from investors 
in United Assurance who have 
been increasingly irritated by 
the group's slow handling of the 
merger. ■ 

Under the merger, terms, 
160 of 279 branches will be 
shut. A total of more than 
2£QQ employees, or a third of 
sta£& will have lost their jobs 
by the time the restructuring is 
complete. 

In the last 12 months, the 
group’s share price has under- 
performed its sector of life in- 
surance by 22 per cent. While 
new business is flooding into 
other life: msarexs, who are 
seeing rises ofmorc than 20 per 
cent year on year. United As- 
surance’s sales dropped by5 per 
cent in the first six months of 
1997. 

Shareholders have also be- 
come irritated by a bungled at- 
tempt to venture outside 
United’s care business of door- 
to-door collections of insur- 
ance premiums. One of the 
poorer expansion moves was 
the acquisition of United 
Friendly Financial Planning, 
which was bought from Amer- 
ican Express in 1993 for £14m 
and was recently sold toEriends 
Provident at a loss of £2m. 

This faflowed an earlier flop 
which saw United Friendly 
wind-down a motor insurance 
underwriter but fofl to makt- 
enough provision for EaMi- 
ties. The ^oup has also doubled 
its provision for pension mis- 
selling to £l50m. 



Guinness and Grand Metropolitan 
yesterday raised the proposed spe- 
cial payment to shareholders from 
60p to 70p a share if they approve 
the merger at extraordinary general 
meetings to be held on 26 Novem- 
ber. The extra payment confirmed 
in circulars to shareholders mil in- 
crease the total value of the cash 
rebate from £2.4bn to £2.8bn. 

Shareholders in both companies 
will receive next February 864 Di- 
ageo shares and 136 B shares, with 
a cash value of 70p each for every 
1,000 shares they now hold in either 
company. The B shares can be 
cashed in free of charges and 
counted as a capital gain. 

Alternatively, shareholders can 
elect to keep the B shares, which 
will earn a variable dividend based 
on 75 per cent of the current three 
month LIBOR rale in the London 
money markets, but as soon as 75 
per cent of the issue has been 
cashed, Diageo will have the right 
to convert all remaining B shares 
to ordinary shares at the equivalent 
market value at the time. 

Neither GrandMet nor Guinness 
will pay a final dividend, but in ad- 
dition to the special bonus Diageo 
will pay an interim dividend of 
12op in April 1998. This includes an 
interim payment of 7.2p and a one- 
off payment of 53p to reflect the 
change in the GrandMet year-end 
from 30 September and the Guin- 
ness year-end from 31 December to 
the new Diageo year-end on 30 June. 

Diageo will then pay a final div- 
idend next November which is ex- 
pected to be not less than 10.8p. 
Payments have been calculated so 
that no shareholder is worse off al- 
though GrandMet shareholders 
may be marginally better off, ad- 
visers said yesterday. 

The agreement lag month to dis- 
pose of various brands including De- 
war’s whisky in Europe in onto- to 
win approval for the merger from the 
European Commission, will not 
have any material impact on profits, 
Tony Greener, the Guinness chair- 
man, told shareholders yesterday. 

The two companies are also ex- 
pected to sacrifice Dewar’s, one of 
the biggest selling whisky brands in 
the US in order to win clearance 
from the FTC in the US. This de- 
cision may not be known until the 
shareholder meetings have been 
held. Any additional disposals the 
US authorities may require will not, 
however, redube pro forma profits 
by more than 5 per cent. 

Subject to shareholder approval 
the merger wfll take effect and deal- 
ings in Diageo shares will start on 
17 December 17. GrandMet shares 
rose 6fip to 544_5p yesterday and 
Guinness gained 14 Jp to 547J>p. 

- GBflbnd German 

Outlook, page 25 


Deutsche Telekom rules out Racal bid 


Racal's 

mium price fqr its telecommtX- 
nications - business fadecf\ 
yesterday when it emerged that - 
Deutsche Tklekom, the world’s 
third-largest telephones group, 
had declined tri bid for the net- 
work. 

At least one other conti- 
nental telephones giant; Tele- 
com Italia, had examined 
making a provisional offer be- 
fore last month’s deadline for 
bids, but has also backed away. 
AT&T the world's second- 
laigest phone company which 
is frequently tipped to buy a UK 
network, had also taken an in- 
terest in the sale-but has de- 
cided not to make an offer. 


Deutsche was thought to be 
considering buying a 60 per 
cent stake in Racal Tblecom, 

. leaving Racal with the re- 
\maimng 40 per cent in a deal 
fyhich would value the tele- 
phones and data network at 
around £575m. However, in- 
dustry watchers had doubted 
Deutsche’s intentions because 
the company is also expected to 
include Gable & Wireless in its 
Global One alliance with. 
France Tfelecom and Sprint of 
the US, a move which would 
give the German group access 
to CAW’S own UK network. 

TTie decision by Deutsche 
not to launch a formal bid 
leaves just one confirmed con- 


tender m the running - Dun- 
can Lewis, the former senior 
Granada eroentive and chief ex- 
ecutive of the old Mercury 
phbnesbuaness. Mr Lewis has 
been backed by SchrbderVen- 
tures, the venture capital arm 
of the merchant bank and is 
thought to be offering around 
£45 Om. for all of the business. 

Sir Ernest Harrison, Racal’s 
long-standing chairman, an- 
nounced the review of the fu- 
ture of Racal Telecom and the 
group’s data products division 
in June after a string of profit 
warnings dented the company's 
share price. Merrill Lynch, the 
US investment bank, was ap- 
pointed to search for partners 


for the telecoms business, 
though Racal has not ruled out 
a sale of the whole division. 

Racal Telecom is one of the 
UK’s largest networks, with 
5,700km of optical fibre and 
7,000km of copper wire. It in- 
dudes the old British Rail 
telecommunications operation, 
which runs alongside railway 
(racks, which Racal bought for 
£130m in 1995. 

A Racal spokesman de- 
clined to comment on the dis- 
cussions, though sources close 
to the company insisted that 
more than one bidder had 
thrown their hat into the ring 
before the deadline expired. 

— Chris Godsmark 
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ABF a haven 
for the nervous 


In these times of market volatility. 
Associated British Foods is the kind of 
company nervous investors should find 
attractive. Well-managed, cash-rich 
and with a collection of stable businesses 
with good market shares, Garry West- 
on's company is the classic defensive 
stack. Interestingly, ABF tends to be a 
poor performer in late hull markets. 

The shares have underperformed the 
marker so far this year and were a shock- 
ing performer in 19S7 ahead of the 
crash. 

The reasoning is that, as bull mar- 
kets gather pace, a safe stock like ABF 
starts to took a little boring. But over 
the long run. its attractions arc unde- 
niable. In the past five years the shares 
have risen from 210p to 4SIp, an out- 
performance of nearly 20 per cent. 

Yesterday s figures were in line with 
expectations with full-year profits of 
£850m bloated by a £424m gain from 
the sale of its Irish supermarkets in- 
terests to Tesco earlier m the year. 

Stripping out that figure, underlying 
profits from continuing businesses rose 
by £3 5m to £40 lm though the currency 
impact knocked £3 9m from that total. 
British Sugar’s profits fell from £183m 
to £1 79m. 

Though currency factors will con- 
tinue to dent the figures in the first ball 
the longer-term issue for ABF is how 
it will spend its £1.5hn cash pile which 
earned a return of just 7 per cent in the 
year. The company did bid for parts of 
the Unilever speciality chemicals op- 
erations which were sold to ICI earli- 
er this year. Mr Weston is also likely to 
be interested in Dalgetvs food ingre- 
dients business, which is up for sale and 
could fetch £300m. 

The £43m special dividend hints that 
more funds will be returned to share- 
holders though the City will be looking 
for deals to enhance earnings. 

Of course. ABF has not been idle on 
the investment front. 

It made 10 minor acquisitions, to- 
talling £60ra. last year and invested a 
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to February 1998 to £ 13.5m. That 
means Blacks is trading on a forward 
p/e ratio of IS: Compared to rivals such 
as JJB Sports, that looks attractive. 


Prowting has 
good foundations 


Court to protect 
Sanyo Securities 


further £250m in existing businesses. 
Emerging markets such as China, In- 
donesia and Thailand look promising 
areas for expansion. 

On full-year forecasts of £4 33m, the 
shares trade on a forward rating of 15. 
With the shares well off their summer 
peak, they look good value. 


Blacks boosts 
its performance 


Blacks Leisure Group, the sports 
equipment and fashion retailer, has 
been something of a sporting success 
for investors. The shares have out- 
performed the sector by nearly 20 per 
cent in the past year, though at 44225 p, 
up 5-5p yesterday, they are still some 
way off the heady 549p reached in the 
early summer. 

Yesterday's results for the six 
months to the end of August show that 
the company is still growing, albeit at 
a somewhat slower pace. Profit before 
tax increased by 36 per cent to £53m, 
and the interim dividend jumped 40 per 


cent to 1.75p a share. Although ana- 
lysts were impressed by progress, the 
figures were slightly below some ex- 
pectations. A rise in “administration 

costs" to £867,000 from £429,000 in the 
'same period last year caused some con- 
cern. Blacks said these were one-off 
costs associated with investment in mar- 
keting and the establishment of a 
long-term incentive scheme. 

There was some speculation that the 
Active Venture format may not have 
been doing as well as expected. Blacks 
declined to reveal like-for-like sales in 
the division. 

Blacks was not so reticent about 
First Sport, which delivered another 
strong performance, with like-for-Uke 
sales up 1 1 per cent, despite strong trad- 
ing during the European Football 
Championships last year. Observers be- 
lieve there is stUl demand for brands 
such as Nike and Reebok as fashion 
items. Blacks is making sure customers 
won't have to look fan at the end of 
August, the group had 126 stores, up 
from 98 the previous year. By the year 
end, 138 outlets should be open. 

Society G6n£rale Strauss Turnbull 
is nudging up its forecast for the year 


These are .heady days for house- 
builders after the long recession of the 
early Nineties, with average house 
prices rising faster than the cost of 
building, making new homes simulta- 
neously mote attractive to buyers and 
more profitable to builders. 

Prowling, one of the smaller quot- 
ed house-builders, is no exception. Even 
after an exceptional charge of £700^000, 
pre-tax profits trebled in the six months 
to the end of August to £G.8m. Sales 
jumped by one-quarter to 798 units and 
the average selling price rose by just un- 
der 6 per cent to £94,300. Operating 
margins doubled to 113 per cent. 

Magnus Homes, acquired in Feb- 
ruary, accounted for 200 units sold and 
contributed £2m to operating profits, 
before factoring in the interest charge 
on the £ 12.6m cost of the acquisition. 
The extra sales helped Prowting cut 
back on part-exchange sales, boost 
prices and increase margin. 

Magnus also brought in tax losses 
which reduce the tax charge to a sus- 
tainable 22 per cent. 

Land costs are rising but a three- 
year land bank has been maintained 
and sales this year should reach 1.750 
units. Broker fturanure Gordon has up- 
graded forecasts for the current year 
from £14-5m to £1625m, equivalent to 
15-3p of earnings, excluding the ex- 
ceptional item. 

The shares rose 4_5p to 1173p yes- 
terday, stiD some way off their 12-month 
hi g h of 143 jp in February. That is less 
than eight times prospective earnings, 
a rating which still reflects heavy toss- 
es in the recession and the narrowness 
of the market because of the majority 
stake in the hands of family members. 
Buy. 


Sanyo Securities has 
become the first 
stockbroker in japan’s 
post-war history to file 
for bankruptcy 
protection from 
creditors. The ministry 
of finance has mounted 
a rescue operation, 
writes Andrew Verity. 


Hiroshi Mituzuka, the Japan- 
ese finance minister. called for 
calm and order yesterday after 
Sanyo announced it had ob- 
tained court protection from its 
creditors. Senior management 
at the leading Japanese broker 
mil resign following a board 
meeting yesterday which con- 
cluded a rescue was impossible 
without court protection. The 
company will today begin to re- 
turn funds to customers. 


Japan’s finance ministry is 
spearheading a rescue opera- 
tion and has announced that big 
creditors, including Nomura 
Securities, the Bank of Tbkyo- 
Mitsubishi, Daiwa Back and 
Nippon Credit Bank, win con- 
tribute toa£9m fund to ensure 
depositors are repaid. 

Mr Mituzuka said the deci- 
sion “wasn *t a result of the com- 
pany’s regular business 
operations^. Instead, it stemmed 
from the bursting of Japan’s eco- 
nomic bubble in the early 1990s 

and continual stock market lulls. 

Yasuo Matsushita, governor 
of the Bank of Japan, said: “We 
have been informed that cus- 
tomer property, including cash 
from customers, win be pro- 
tected and that they will be re- 
turned swiftly.” 

The immediate trigger for 
Sanyo's decision was a refusal 
by nine top Japanese life in- 
surers to give Sanyo more time 
to repay a string of subordi- 


nated loans. On Friday, Nippon 
Life Insurance and Dai-Icbi 
Mutual Life said the loans 
could not be extended. With 
only a year to go to repayment 
on 31 October 1998, the loans 
were no longer regarded as cap- 
ital but as short-term debt 
This pushed Sanyo’s capital 
ratio below the minimum ac- 
ceptable level of 120 per cent. 

Sanyo Securities said it was 
fa red not only with Japan’s pro- 
longed economic slump, but 
also sKding values for its shares 
and real estate holdings. 

Tokyo District Court has 
granted an order protecting as- 
sets worth ¥297. f8>n (£1.48bn) 
at the end of September. Out- 
standing debts were worth 
¥373 .6bn (£1.85bn). 

While other stockbrokers 
have gone out of business in 
Japan, none has filed for pro- 
tection from creditors. Others 
have simply been closed to 
new business or sold. 


i 




Shares in 
Jacques Vert 
suspended 


Long-suffering investors in 
Jacques Vert, the womenswear 
retailer, were dealt another 
blow yesterday when dealings in 
the company’s shares were sus- 
pended ai 21_5p pending pub- 
lication of the annual report and 
accounts for the year to 3 May. 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany said losses for the last year 
would be dose to £9m. 

Prior to the suspension 
price. Jacques Vert had a stock 
market value of just £6.6m, hav- 
ing been worth more than 
£50m when the shares peaked 
at 173p last year. 
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take a look at the outside of 
tew vb XJ Series and, afthou^i it 
: classically familiar, it isn't quite, 
lights have a new *|ewel" effect, 
nore of a curve here and there. 


And the wheels are a little more racy. 

However, under the bonnet there’s 
a change that's rather easier to spot. 
A revolutionary VS engine. 

One of a brand new famity-a 3-2 litre, 


a 4.0 litre and a supercharged 4.0 litre. 

All aluminium and hydraulically- 
mounted, they're designed to be the 
lightest engines in their da» and are 
more than able to deliver (through a 


new 5-speed automatic transmission} a 
truly energetic performance. 

While retaining all die refinement 
and smoulder of a Jaguar. 

Not only swifter than its 6-cylinder 


predecessors but more economical too. 

in ail, 1.300 technical changes have 
been made to the new Jaguar.' 

Outside, subtly. Inside, incredibly. 
Don't dream it. Drive iL 



JAGUAI 

THE NEW V8 XJ SERIES. 


4 ■ 


Please call 0800 70 80 60 for information qq Jaguar Cars and Jaguar Financial Sendees. Internet: wsmlaguatcars.com 
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Shares volatility confounds rate expectations 


OUTLOOK 

ON RAISING 
INTEREST RATES. 

THE DRINKS GIANTS' 
MERGERAND 
financing the 
high-speed 
rail link 


Whai should the Monetaiy Policy Com- 
mittee make of the downs and ups of the 
stock market? Most commentators have 
d erid ed that it would not be politic to raise 
interest rates before the danger of an o th er 
hair-raising nosedive in share prices has 
receded. So the expectation that the cost 
of borrowing would rise by a quarter point 
on Thursday has shifted to an expectation 
that it will noL 

The judgement is indeed finely bal- 
anced. While share prices have been 
falling, the figures continue to show that 
the economy is motoring along at a smart 
lick. The jobs market is as tight as it has 
been for a decade and consumer spend- 
ing is buoyant. The housing market is at 
worst steady and in some areas still steamy. 
There is no reason yet to think the slock 
market turmoil has affected consumer be- 
haviour. To cap it all, manufacturing ap- 
pears to be dusting off the impact of the 
strong pound as export markets in Europe 
recover. Normally, the case for the next rise 
in interest rates would be overwhelming 
therefore. The caveat is whether an increase 
in borrowing costs at this time would desta- 
bilise equities again. If the Bank of Eng- 
land is to hold its fire this week, (his is the 
justification it will have to give. Market tur- 
bulence might be enough to justify another 
month of wait and see. 

As always, the decision hangs on 
whether the possibility drat inflation will 
remain low without action outweighs the 
benefits of opting for earlier but smaller 
increases in interest rates. The really en- 
couraging thing about the policy debate 
is that the advocates of higher rates are 


actually so dose to the wait and see 
brigade. Almost nobody expects rates lo 
have to rise io 8 per cent or beyond. In 
Britain's economic hisloiy, this is progress 
indeed. But given the inheritance - too 
little action on interest rates before the 
election and a far smaller reduction in re- 
tail price inflation than could have been 
expected against such a favourable world 
inflation background - the Bank ought to 
strike straight away. T^e factors driving 
down the UK stock market are really noth- 
ing to do with the position of our own do- 
mestic economy or its inflation outlook. 
If it later turns out, as some commenta- 
tors think, that the world is indeed sink- 
ing into a deflationary spiral, a quarter 
point on interest rates now would not mat- 
ter either way in any case. 

Guinness marriage 
won’t boost sales 

When Guinness and Grand Metropolitan 
first announced their marriage last May, 
the competition obstacles and other po- 
tential difficulties with the merger looked 
almost too great to be surmountable. If 
the competition authorities in either 
Brussels or the US didn’t get them, then 
Bernard Arnault, Guinness's trouble- 
some minority shareholder, certainly 
would, was the general view. As it is, the 
couple looks like jumping all of these po- 
tential roadblocks with surprisingly little 
damage to the fabric of the relationship. 

Brussels and Mr Arnault have already 


been satisfied, leaving just the US Trade 
Commission standing in (be way. So con- 
fident are directors of shifting this one too 

that in anticipation they've now arranged 
the dale of the shareholders’ vole (26 No- 
vember) so that the whole thing can be ap- 
proved by the High Court before the turn 
of the year. Both Guinness and GrandMet 
are hopeful that the price extracted by the 
US Trade Commission by way of divest- 
ment will not exceed 5 per cent of their 
combined profits, the level at which the 
rules would require them to go back to 
shareholders for fresh approvals. 

While this would actually be quite a lot, 
it would not be a deal breaker. Actually 
the divestment required is likely to be a 
good deal lower. Since Diageo is already 
being asked to divest Dewar's in Europe, 
it would plainly be a neat solution to the 
problem if that were the brand chosen for 
cull by tbe US authorities too. Analysts 
reckon that if tbe brand were disposed of 
lock, slock and barrel, it could fetch some 
£500m, more than enough to cover tbe ex- 
tra capital repayment Guinness and 
GrandMet announced yesterday. 

So a happy ending after all. But will 
the couple live happily ever after? This is 
a merger driven primarily by its potential 
for cost-cutting. Nearly £200m annually 
will be cut from tbe cost hase on tbe liquor 
side of the group, it is reckoned. More 
doubtful is the claim that the comple- 
mentary brand portfolios and distribution 
networks of tbe two companies will suc- 
ceed in greatly enhancing sales. Qaims like 
this have been made before for drinks 
mergers, notably by Ernest Saunders 



ana men — , 

er succeeded in putting up pnees by quite 
a Jot. but it did not succeed in selling sig- 
nificantly more Scotch. 

The same is likely to prove true of this 
bf act of consolidation in the drinks in- 
dustry. The benefit wifi aH be to the share- 
holders in terms of lower costs and higher 
prices. But wili it enhance consumer 
choice, competition, and job prospects. 
Not a chance of it- 

Railtrack saves the 
day for LCR 

After the salutary experience of Euro- 
tunnel, r afting finance far the high-speed 
rail fink that wall eventually connect Lon- 
don and the rest of the country to tbe 
Channel nmnri was always going to be a 
difficult proposition to selL But London 
and Continental Railways, the consortium 
selected to build the 68-mile link, seems 
to have gone one better than even Euro- 
tunnel could manage under Sir Alastair 
Morton's tumultuous leadership. 

LCR has run into its first full-blown fi- 
nancial crisis before a single sod has been 
turned or the City tapped for pound in ei- 
ther debt or equity. The project, we are 
told, is in meltdown mode. In a desper- 
ate bid to slash costs (estimated at £3bn 
before financing charges) LCR is con- 
templating building it in two phases. 
That means passengers will only be 
whisked a grande vitesse as far as the Es- 


sex hinterland whereupon they will have 
to make do with a rather more stately 
progress into ^hterloovia tbe rackety old 
Southern rail network. What about the St 
Pancras ter min us and se aml ess onward 
travel north of tbe capital? ‘Well build it 
if we ever raise the money. 

Step forward Rafltrack with a triple- 
A credit rating and more cash flow than 
it knows what to do with to save the day. 
It will take a stake in the project, rustle 
up another £600m and guarantee that 
Britain has the 21st century rail network 
that a nation committed to being at the 
centre of Europe needs and deserves. 

Given that LCR numbers SBC "War- 
burg among its shareholders and the 
world’s second-biggest bank among its 
providers of project finance, talk of a fi- 
nancial crisis looks a little overdone. 

What is apparent, however, is that Rail- 
track warns to muscle its way in and seems 
to have the backing of the Government 
which just so happens to be putting up 
£1.4bn of the construction costs. 

Rafltrack has tbe kind of cashflow that 
LCR wiU struggle to raise from its Eurostar 
services, the project experience and the 
access to cheap capital. If also has a vest- 
ed interest in ensuring that St fhncras goes 
ahead since that will free up freight ca- 
pacity on existing rafl lines to the tunnel 

The last thing LCR can afford is a re- 
run of the Channel tunnel so it is right to 
want the project costed down to the last 
penny before pressing the button. But 
when it does, don’t be too surprised to see 
the Fat Controller, Railtrack's Sir Bob 
Horton, somewhere on the footplate. 


Airbus boosts 
production as 
4 Boeing cuts 
Douglas line 
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Airbus Industrie, is to 
raise aircraft production" 
by 25 per cent tiext year' 
following cdnflrmatiori 
of a $6 bn (£3.6bn) order 
from USAirways while 
Boeing is set to write-off 
a further $1 bn by closing 
down McDonnell 
Douglas production 
lines. 

AAichad Harrison 

examines the prospects 
for the world’s two 
leading manufacturers of 
commercial airliners. 


The Toulouse-based Airbus 
consortium plans to increase 
production from 185 planes this 
year to 234 next year to cope 
with an orders backlog that now 
stands at more than 1,000 air- 
craft worth $70bn. 

The decision was taken af- 
ter USAirways confirmed an 
order for 124 jets from the 
A320 range worth between 
$4Jbn and $6bn. 

Together with farther op- 
tions and orders to be con- 
firmed, the deal with 
USAirways could involve as 
many as 400 aircraft worth 
S17bn, making it one of the 
biggest commercial jet - con- 
tracts ever. 

Shares in British Aerospace, 
which has a 20 per cent stake 
in the four-nation consortium, 
dosed 35p higher at £16.17 on 
Mofirmation of the giant order. 
BAe makes wings for the Air- 
jus range at its Chester plant 
in the North-west 

Meanwhile, Boeing an- 


nounced in Seattle last night 
dial it was to 


MD-8G and: MD-S^lyy mid- 
1999 once existing orders have 
been completed. 

The wide-bodied MD-11 
will continue in production but 
mainly as a freighter aircraft, 
not a passenger jet 

Boeing, which took over 
McDonnell Douglas for $13bn 
earlier this year, has also put 
the future of its most recent 
jet, the 100-seat MD-95, un- 
der review. 

Boeing has agreed to hon- 
our a launch order for 50 of the 
aircraft from Air Tran but said 
it would need to assess the mar- 
ket to decide whether it can 
keep the jet in production. 

Analysts believe that the 
closure costs involved in run- 
ning down the McDonnell 
Douglas production lines in 
Longbeach, California, could 
force it to write-off a further 

S500m-$lbn. 

This is on top of the $26bn 
charge Boeing is incurring to 
cover the costs of production 
difficulties at its Seattle plants 
caused by the unprecedented 
increase in manufacturing 
rates. 

Boeing wrote off $1.6bn in 
the third quarter and expects to 
take a farther Slbu charge 
next year to cover the costs of 
penalty payments for late de- 
liveries and production bottle- 
necks. 

Ron Woodard, president of 
Boeing Commercial Airplane 
Group, refused to be drawn on 

the scale of the write-ofis at Mc- 
Donnell Douglas, saying they 
would be released with the 
griup’s fourth-quarter results. 



Cleaning up their act: The Environment Agency wants water companies to reduce the amount of pollution 


The Environment Agency is to 
press the privatised water 
c om pa n ies to spend biflio os of 
pounds on additional envi- 
ronmental improvements, re- 
ducing foe prospect of big cuts 
in customer .bills. 

-. The call, will put farther 
pressure on Ian Byatt, the in- 
dustry regulator, as he begins 
work in earnest on tbe next in- 
dustry price formula, for the 
five years from 2000. Mr By- 
att has said he wants to see a 
substantial one-off drop in 
customer bills, with increases 
of no more than inflation in 
the following years after 2000, 
to compensate for the hefty 
dividend increases made by 
the companies during the cur- 
rent price cap. 


Water companies 
urged to improve 
the environment 


In a consultation paper, to 
be published next month, the 
agency will suggest a shopping 
list of clean-up measures on 
top of the statutory improve- 
ments the water industry has 
to make to waste water treat- 
ment works. They include re- 
ducing discharges from 
sewage overflows, improving 
wetlands and boosting water 
quality. 


. The agency has stepped up 
its campaign, launching a new 
review of water resources 
which will focus on the 
amount of water extracted 
from rivers and streams dur- 
ing drought orders. Richard 
Streeter, who is leading the 
agency’s response to Mr By- 
att's price review, said con- 
sumers had missed out on 
greater environmental bene- 


fits in the current price con- 
trol from 1995 to 2000. 

“This time the agency is ab- 
solutely a daman t about this. 
We’re talking about billions of 
pounds over a five-year peri- 
od,” said Mr Streeter. The 
agency has asked tbe water 
companies to produce lists of 
possible schemes, which will 
be costed by next May. 

Soon-to-Be-released con- 
sumer research by tbe agency 
is expected to show house- 
holds support tbe argument 
and would not necessarily 
prefer price cuts. 

The competing arguments 
will be put next year to John 
Prescott, minis ter for the en- 
vironment and transport. 

- Chris Godsmark 


United News looks at pay-TV channel 


Jews & Media 
erirtg linking 
Southampton 

:o develop a 
rhannelfor 
ip ton FoOtfrail 
>orts Cathy 


the club's archives. Both 
Meridian and Southampton 

are based in the South. 

Although United News is 
not thought to have made any 
firm commitments to the idea, 
Malcolm Wall, deputy director 
of United Broadcasting and 

_ . .=«+ cgMwjeferdav: 



for a 
is as- 


idian 


rom 


were — a * 

portunities to break into the 
pay-TV market.” . 

Sou thamp ton is understood 
to be looking for an investor to 

tafce a substantial stake m the 

business. City analysts said 
they would not be surpnsed if 
United News ended up buying 
a share of the company -aspa* 

of the pay-TV deal. However, 

United denied tins was bemg 

considered yesterday. 


Southampton has had a 
troubled year since Secure Re- 
tirement reversed into the dub 
in January- Its shares have 
more than halved in value from 
150p to 72_5p. 

Manchester United became 
the first football dub to enter 
the pay-TV market last month 
when it tied up with BSkyB and 

Granada Group to set up its 
own channel Ml/TV The three 
parties will have an equal share 
of equity and will contribute up 
to £10m between them. 

Leeds and Newcastle Unit- 
ed have also dedared their in- 
tentions to set up their own 
pay-TV channels Although 
dobs are eventually expected to 
make substantial returns from 
launching their own channels. 


some analysts have expressed 
doubt about the short-term vi- 
ability of the ventures. 

BSkyB has an exclusive con- 
tract to show live Premier 
League games, which has an- 
other four years to run. As a re- 
sult, MUTV will only show 
games from Manchester Unit- 
ed's archives. 

Lord HofficFs United News 
has been probing ways of get- 
ting involved in pay-TV since it 
lost the race to win three dig- 
ital terrestrial television li- 
cences earlier this year. United 
News had backed NTL the ca- 
ble company, which lost out to 
British Digital Broadcasting, 
the g^oup owned by Granada 
Group and Carlton Commu- 
nications. 
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Bass to close two breweries 
in Carlsberg-Tetley deal 


Bass has agreed to buy Carls- 
berg-Tetley’s brewing opera- 
tion in Bmton-upon-'frent for 
around £20m and close two of 
its own breweries with the loss 
of nearly 200 jobs. The Bass 
brewery in Sheffield will dose 
in January 1999 with the loss of 
57 jobs if no buyer can be 
found. The Cardiff brewery 
will dose the following year, af- 
fecting a further 126 jobs. Bass 
blamed the closures on foiling 
demand for real ale. 

The Campaign for Real Ale 
pressure group attacked the de- 
cision, saying Bass was “mer- 
cilessly stamping out hundreds 
of years of brewing tradition in 
the two cities”. It said the do- 
■ sures could mark the end for re- 


IN BRIEF 


Levi to cut 6,400 jobs 
through US factory closures 

Leri Strauss is dosing 11 plants in four US states and making 
redundant 6395 workers in an attempt to reduce its excess pro- 
duction capacity. The company, which makes Dockers, Levis and 
Slates clothing, said the workers represented 34 per cent of its 
manufacturing workforce in the US and Canada. The company's 
production capacity had increased through improved manufac- 
turing efficiencies at the same time that growth in the apparel 
market was expected to slow, a spokesman said. The plants to 
be dosed are in Arkansas, New Mexico, Tennessee and Texas. 

Become activists, says Roddick 

Body Shop founder Anita Roddick today calls for businesses to 
move beyond being good corporate citizens and toward being 
corporate activists. Her speech will condude a one-day confer- 
ence on corporate citizenship being held in London to assess the 
ramifications for business of the statement by Tony Blair, the Prime 
Minister, that all sections of society have “rights with responsi- 
bilities”. 

Directors join Energis board 

Energis, the telecommunications network, in the process of be- . 
mg floated by National Grid, has appointed two more non-ex- 
ecutive directors to its board. They are Nigd Walmsley, an executive 
director of Carlton Television, and Christopher Rodrigues, 
chief executive of the Bradford & Bingley Building Society. En- 
eigjs has been beefing up its board in advance of the flotation^ 
planned for December. The Grid is expected to sell off a 25 to 
30 per cent stake in tbe company, valuing Energis at about £lbn, 

Hilton raises takeover stakes 

Hi lton Hotels Corp of the US intensified the battle for control 
of ITT Corp by sweetening its takeover offer to $12ifon (£7.6bn) 
in what analysts reckon is a gamble that investors will favour its 
predominately cash proposal over Starwood Lodging Trust’s rival 
and predominantly stock offer of $I33bn. Hilton said it would' 
pay $80 a share, with 55 per cent in cash and the rest in stock, 
including a security guaranteeing that Hilton’s stock will rise to 
$40 in a year. Starwood is offering $67 a share in stock and $15 
in cash. Both offers include the assumption of $3.5bn in debt 
The surprise move by Hilton comes less than two weeks after 
Stephen Bollenbach, its chairman and chief executive, said he 
would not compete with Starwood. “It’s a more attractive deal 
than Scarwood’s because of the certainty of the cash,” said Steve 
Cohen, director of research at Kellner, DELeo & Co. ITT said 
it would review Hilton's offer. 

Losses soar at Waverley 

Waverley Mining announced that full-year losses had soared from 
£4.44m to £23. 65m, and said that it had reappraised its strategy 
and planned to reduce operating costs by gradually eliminating 
borrowings and continuing to cut overheads. Waverley Mining 
said the fall in the gold price, from $381.50 to $333.65 during 
the financial year and the Bre-X affair, which had a damaging 
effect on investor confidence, were two major causes for the loss- 
es. It added that, despite tbe very poor operational results, the 
investment portfolio had substantial value and the board would 
continue to look for means to ensure that this was reflected in 
shareholder value. 


gional beers such as Wor- 
thington Dark Mild and Han- 
cock’s HB. 

The deal with Carisberg-Tet- 
ley will mean that 537 jobs will 
transfer to Bass which plans to 
integrate the operations with its 
own Burton brewing capacity. 
Bass said the total cost of the 
closures would be £25m, in- 
cluding a £10m asset write-off 

Carlsbeig-Tfetley plans to 
dose two other breweries in 
Wrexham and Alloa if a buyer 
cannot be found. 

The dual announce men ts 
are part of the faD-outfrom the 
Government’s recent decision 
to block Bass' planned takeover 
of Carlsberg-lbtley. 

-Nigd Cope 


MEPC sells buildings for £300m 

MEPC, the UK's thirds argest property company, has sold 191 
small properties to GE Capital Services for £300m as part of its 
continuing organisation of its portfolio. Tbe sale price of the prop- 
erties in London and Manchester reflect an annual rental yield 
of IS per cent. The properties, with a combined 28 million square 
feet in space, include 43 buildings in London's West End and 
Ewghtsbridge. The company said in September that it would sell 
its US and Australian assets and buy the property company PSIT 
for £247m to focus its investments on high-quality properties in 
the UK. The latest sale reduces the company’s gearing from 84 
to 69 per cent. 

Baron de Rothschild dies 

Baron Edmond de Rothschild, the prominent French hank«- 
mown for his Bordeaux wineries, died yesterday following a long 
illness, ^*ed 71. Baron de Rothschild, once described by Le Monde 
as “10 times, maybe even 100 times” wealthier than any other 
member of the Rothschild dan, will be succeeded as president 
of his Geneva-based Baron Edmond de Rothschild Banque bv 
his son, Benjamin. Obituaries, page 22 
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Bankers held centre stage. 
Barclays aad National West- 
minster featured as stories 
flowed they were edging clear- 
er to completing the sate of 
tbeir securities operations and 
those with F&r Eastern con- 
nections were boosted by a 
more resilient equity display in 
Hong Kong. 

Persistent suggestions that 
Barclays was on the verge of 
a deal with Credit Suisse Hist 
Boston lifted the shares 13p to 
l,506p and a growing belief 
that Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
fell could, despite denials, be 
tempted to increase its offer 
for NatWest's equity and re- 
search division pushed its 
shares 2lp higher to 878p. 

The Swiss group, the last 
still expressing any interest, was 
thought to have tabled a bid for 
Barclay's unwanted BZW arm. 
There was talk a deal could be 
announced today. 


DMG apparently bid 
£iSQm for the NatWest oper- 
ation. The bank has not, like 
Barclays, actually put its se- 
curities side up for sale. But, 
it is widely believed, it would 
be relieved Co end its costly and 
unhappy attempt to create a 
leading securities operation. It 
is alleged to be asking £300mi 
the gulf between the asking 
and bidding price could, it is 
thought, be resolved in a com- 
promise deal. 

HSBC, up 67p at ]J552p, 
and Standard Chartered, 21 p 
to 668p, were beneficiaries of 
the Hong Kong display. 
Schraders continued to re- 
cover from last week's sell-off, 
gaining 90p to l,800p, and 
Bank of Scotland, for no ap- 
parent reason, put on ISp to 
51 Op. Hambros, the merchant 
bank where break-up rumours 
swirl, shaded to 2S0Jp. The 
UK Active Fund has popped 


up with a 3 per cent share- 
holding; Regent Pacific, an- 
other vulture fund, also has 3 
per cent. 

The stock market had an 
uneventful session with Foot- 
sie ending up 64.1 points at 
4,906.4. At lunch time the 
gain was 102. Trading was 
again quiet with American in- 
fluences largely dominating. 

Although the banking fra- 
ternity led shares higher the 
bee rage made a strong con- 
tribution. 

Scottish & Newcastle, 
down to 61 9p last week, rallied 
a further 29_5p to 7Q4p. in- 
terim figures are due soon. Al- 
lied Domecq, l2-5p to 499p, 
hardened on its exit from 
brewing with Carlsberg of 
Denmark not forcing the re- 
tail and spirits group to take 
a 14.9 per cent stake in the 
Carisbcrg-letley breweries and 
renewed speculation about its 


role now the Grand Metro- 
poli tan/ Guinn ess merger is 
almost through. 

Bass, buying a CT brewery 
and closing two of its own, put 
on 9p to 837p and GrandMet 
and Guinness rose following 
the 70p-a~5hare special merg- 
er payment. 

Cadbury Schweppes fell 
9p to 591 p on, it appeared, 
some US selling. Last week the 
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soft drinks to sweets group 
gave investment presentations 
and announced modest trans- 
Atlantic progress. 

Reckitt & Colman, the 
household goods group, fell 
2?p to 887 ,5p on downgradings 
and Glaxo Wellcome failed to 
hold most of an early gain af- 
ter problems with a US dia- 
betic drug with which it has 
links were revealed. The 
shares ended 2p higher at 
I,2S0p. 

The upset at Liberty, the 
retailer, lifted the shares 25p 
to 377 Jp with the for sale sigti 
hoisted by the beleaguered 
board and WH Smith added 
5J?p to 3S3.5p as it started its 
break-up with the £28m dis- 
posal of its US music shops. 

Viewinn, a supplier of In- 
ternet services to hotels, ral- 
lied 1 1 j5p to 80p after 
revealing it had found a US 
partner and HaemocelL, a 


healthcare straggler, added 
0.5p to 3.25p as it continued 
its hunt fora helpful associate. 

The revamp at Serif, a 

hard-pressed security printer, 
is under way. 

The shares rose Ip to 4 -5p 
after details of a capital re- 
duction and a change of name 
to Security & General Media 
became known. 

Comino, a software group, 
fell 20p following tip sheet 
comment. The shares ended 
off 15p at 130p after it said its 
figures would "at least” be in 
line with expectations. 

Automotive Precision, 
however, reversed lOp to 
17.5p after warning its results 
would disappoint. 

On Ofcx, Test 100. a spe- 
cialist public relations group, 
rose 5p to 44 .5p after report- 
ing a 22 per cent profits ad- 
vance to £124m and a 20 per 
cent dividend increase to I2p. 


pan Andean Resources, the 
once high-dying oil explorer, 
flared 6p to 37.5p after mov- 
ing into production by hnying 
for $2.75m two oil and gas 
Gelds in Bolivia. The acquisi- 
tion will be fended through 
borrowing and a private , 
placing. PAR said talks on ar 
form out of its Cfaapare 
prospect in Bolivia were con- 
tinuing. It was disappoint- 
ment over Cbapare which 
gave PAR a certain notoriety ' 
with its shares collapsing 
from 135.5p to less than 30p 
in a day. 
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Latcfaways. making safety 
systems for work on high 
buildings, firmed to 1673p, 
Stockbroker Bell Lawrie 
White is potting the final 
touches to a buy circular, . 
forecasting profits of £l<8ni 
this year. The company. Boat- 
ed last month at 15 5p, made 
£1.2m last time. It has ap- 
pointed a French distributor 
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Market instability has affected the 
three time zones in different ways 



HAMISH 

McRae 


ON THE 

AGENDA FOR THE 
NEXT FEW MONTHS 


Markets can only manage to 
keep excited for a few days, so 
it should be no surprise if they 
now flop for a while. What last 
weak has done, among other 

things, is to bring into focus the 

that t** three different 
time zones have very different 
concerns. Everyone was worried 
- that much was common - but 
people in different time zones 
were worried for completely 
different reasons. 

In the East Asian time zone, 
last week was the week of re- 
assessment: the week when 
people realised that the whole 
region faced an inevitably long 
struggle to rebuild confidence. 
At best there may be just a 
pause in economic growth last- 
ing a few months; at worst 
there is going to an 18-month 
recession. No one knows which 
way the coin will flop, but they 
, are now aware that it is spinning. 

Iv^My hunch is that there is quite 
’ a lot of bad news still to come, 
largely because it win take more 
than a year for the excesses of 
bank lending and investment in 
non-productive assets to un- 
wind. But more important, it 
would be wrong to see the time 
zone as a single economic en- 
tity. Some parts will brush off 
the market upheavals; others 
will be severely damaged by 
them for several years. 



In the European lime zone 
two rather different ihinp have 
happened. There have been, 
quite independently of the mar- 
ket turmoil, some signs of perk- 
iness in both the German and 
the French economies. There is 
nothing substantial happening 
~ nothing that is going to waifp 
a serious dent in unemployment 
~ but consumers in both coun- 
tries seem a little less gloomy 
and export demand has con- 
tinued to be quite solid. 

Alongside this modest cycli- 
cal uplift has been an “EMU 
effect - : the act of preparing for 
EMU seems to be starting to 
stimulate economic activity in a 
number of ways. Practical 
preparation for it costs busi- 
nesses money; large companies 
arc already having to invest in 
new systems for the exercise has 
now gone beyond the p lannin g 
stage, lo some extent this has 
come out of existing IT budgets, 
but in many cases com panies are 
having to spend money they oth- 
erwise would not have spent 
The result in the short term has 
been a rise in corporate invest- 
ment Meanwhile, companies 
may have been considerin g the 
downside of EMU, the longer- 
term structural implications for 
their business, but with a few ex- 
ceptions (like ASEA-Brown 
Boveri last week) the employ- 
ment implications of this have 
not shown thro ugh. 

So last week the genera] 
market uncertainty stuck, in 
Europe, an economy which 
seemed at last to be recovering 
a little bounce. Will market 
uncertainty flatten this modest 
recovery? I don’t know the 
right answer but I know that is 
the right question. 

In North America, in a com- 
pletely different cyclical posi- 
tion, the issue is whether a 
market-driven knock to confi- 
dence will be the thing which 
ends the boom. Something was 
always going to end the boom. 
The prime candidate would be 


they will do the job by cutting 
into consumer confidence. 

You can catch a feel for the 
different economic environ- 
ment of Europe and North 
America by glancing at the 
graph. This comes from the new 
IMF World Economic Outlook 
out last month, and is already 
a bit out of date. 

But you can see the contrast 
between the astonishing self- 
confidence of US consumers 
and the gloom of European 
ones, particular in the “core” 
countries of France and Ger- 
many. (The UKjs not shown but 
would be swinging up towards 
the US levels.) It may well be 
that US consumers are so buoy- 
ant that they will completely 
override the market setback. 

The likelihood of that is all 
the greater if sentiment con- 
tinues to recover as it seemed 
to be doing yesterday. On the 
other hand, a sustained recov- 
ery would merely postpone the 
adjustment, and narrow down 
the margin of error for policy 

And us? It is difficult because 
Britain is a European economy 


which behaves like a North 
American one. 

This is not just a cyclical 
point, though it is a bit of a re- 
lief that the fact that the UK cy- 
cle is oat of line with the rest of 
Europe is at fast accepted. 

It is also a structural point. 
There are a number of ways in 
which the US and UK financial 
aructures are different from the 
core continental ones. 

The importance of home 
ownership is crucial: in the US 
and UK there is an easy avail- 
ability of credit both for borne 
purchase and for buying con- 
sumer hems, a high level of as- 
sets in relation to income (a 
function of home ownership) but 
also a high level of debt (ditto). 

Beyond this there is, of 
course, the flexible labour mar- 
kets and the high rate of busi- 
ness start-ups. The result is 
that it is easier to stimulate 
domestic d eman d in the US and 
UK by a cheap interest rate 
policy; but both economies are 
also more vulnerable to a 
sustained rise in rates. 

. We may also be more- vul- 
nerable to a stock market re- 


versal, though we don’t know. 

So the events of last week 
have set an agenda for the next 
few months. But it is a different 
agenda for different parts of the 
world. 

We always talk of a single 
world economy, but actually 
there isn't one: not only do the 
three different time zones have 
completely different preoccu- 
pations, but even within those 
time zones there is differing eco- 
nomic performance. 

Understanding this is going 
to be enormously important in 
the next few months. It is going 
to be a worrying time; the mar- 
kets are going to be Ill-tem- 
pered; investors are going to be 
on edge. The optimists are go- 
ing to grab bits of good news and 
use this to reinforce their beliefs 
that all is well, while the pes- 
simists are going to interpret 
each bit of news to reinforce 
their view that the long bull 
market is at an end. 

I think things are go ing to be 
much more. complicated than, 
that Some parts of the world 
will pull through in good shape, 
while others will blunder. 


rising inflation mid the assod- mistakes, 
ated higher interest rates, but if 
markets turn down then maybe 
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It seems that Sam Chisholm, the so-called 
“bruiser of the bax”, is looking forward to tak- 
ing a back seat at BSkyB. So much so that 
according to some of BSkyB’s institutional in- 
vestors, he is expected to step down a month 
and a half earlier than planned. Mr Chisholm, 
whose confrontational management style 
has made him a legend within the industry, 
is preparing to bow out at the annual gener- 
al meeting in a week’s time. He had been 
braced to hang on until the new year. 

The way will now be left clear for Mark 
Booth, the chief executive-m-waiting, to seize 
the reins and make his mark on the company. 

He had formerly been chief operating offi- 
cer of Rupert Murdoch’s JSkyB for just six 

months before be was thrust into the hot-seat 
at BSkyB. Although a relative unknown in the 
UK, Mr Booth is already beginning to make 
his views on BSkyB’s future known. 

Sources tell me be is keen to boost the com- 
pany’s progr amming expertise and may even 
rr>n«ndf» r inv iesimg in independent production 
companies. 

However, Mr Chisholm, who announced 
in June that be was to step down due to poor 
health, is going to be keeping a dose eye on 
the company’s progress. He, like his deputy, 

David Chance, who is also quitting at the raid 

of the year, will remain as “consultants”. And, 
judging by Mr Chisholm’s propensity to 
make his views widely known, Mr Booth is 
unlikely to be short of advice. 

For someone who jokes that he is “way past 
my sefl-by date”, Tom Vyner, current deputy 
chairman and former chief executive of 
Sainsbuiy’s, has plenty planned for his twi- 
light years. Mr Vyner is scheduled to retire 
from the company he loyally describes as “the 
UK’s best retailer” next January after 20 years 
of service. 

Not content with supping pints at West 
Country brewer Ushers, of whit* he is chair- 
man, as well as learning about cosmetics cour- 


tesy of BOreal UK, which yesterday an- 
nounced his appointment as rice chairman, 
Mr \fyner also hopes to spend some time on 
his boat. Miss Poppy. 

The origin of the boat's name, it seems, 
is not some dear old aunt, as one might imag- 
ine, but rather an ancient TV series. “You see, 
' it’s because it’s registered with Lloyds,” con- 
fided Mr Vyner yesterday, “and you have to 
have a unique name. My wife and 1 went 
through 50 or 60 names, with no success." But 
Mis Vyner finally saved the day with Miss 
Poppy, the name of a “lovely lady” she had 
been watching on TV. 

The plans don’t stop there for the ener- 
getic Mr Vyner. The animal-loving ex-Sa ins- 
billy’s chief is on the fund-raising committee 
for the Bhie Cross’s centenary appeal. The 
charity, known as “the Red Cross of the an- 
imal kingdom” wants to raise £500m for its 
animal hospital, based in Victoria. “It’s a lovely 
charity,” said Mr Vyner, who is also on the 
Blue Cross’s governing committee. Perhaps 
the man once clubbed the “rottweiler of Stam- 
ford Street" for his aggressive buying tech- 
niques really is a puppy dog, after all. 

The ambition of Perween Warsi, the 1996 
Woman Entrepreneur of the World, used to 
be to have her Indian cuisine “in every house- 
hold in the UK”. But Mis Warsi, whose busi- 
ness, S&A Foods, is a major supplier of 
ready-made Indian meals to Safeway and 
Asda, must have more or less reached that 
goal by now. 

Not being one to rest one her laurels, Mrs 
Warsi, who began by selling home-made 
samosas to a local deli in Deity, now wants 
to see her food “in every household in the 
world”, according to a spokesperson. Given 
the news last week that her firm has secured 
a lucrative contract with British Airways, it 
shouldn’t be too long before Mrs Warsi out- 
grows that ambition too. 

Since the tragic dead) of Diana, Princess of 
Wales; many in the media have faced sharp 
criticism for the use of “cheque-book jour- 
nalism”, or the phenomenon of paying an in- 
terviewee for their time and information. 
Politically, of course, it is the left which has 
been most vociferous in pursuing this cause. 
So how strange it seems to find that one ma- 
jor political figure who insis ts on this old-fash- 
ioned practice is none other than the Red 
Baroness, Barbara Castle. 

In a bravura performance at last year's 
Labour Party conference, it was the Baroness 
who boldly attacked Gordon Brown and Tony 
Blair for failing to mention pensioners in their 
electoral programme. 

She led a siren call for pensions to be up- 
dated in line with earnings, not inflation. 
Surely the nation should know more about 
her views? Well, if you want to interview the 
Baroness, resplendent in her Parliamentary 
pension and her life peer’s allowances, be 
warned that she demands a fee. 
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Rising stars complement 
Monty on revitalised tour 


The courses may not 
always have been up to 
scratch but the players 
were. The European 
tour came to a soggy 
end at the weekend with 
Colin Montgomerie 
again the No I but, says 
Andy Fame/4 hopes for the 
future have not been 
dampened. 


Ken Schofield has known 
better wet rainy Sundays in 
Spain than the one two days 
ago. vyderrama and the Ryder 
Cup this was noL 

Schofield’s early morning 
flight was diverted to Tangiers 
because of storms in An dal u- 
ria. He arrived at Monte- 
casiilln to find a flooded golf 
course and just in time to cut 
the season-ending champi- 
onship, the Volvo Masters, to 
54 holes, amid an atmosphere 
of extreme reluctance among 


the players for any other 
alternative. 

Then there was ample lime 
for a study of what exactly it is 
that makes the departure 
lounge at Gibraltar airport the 
most depressing in the world 
before finally heading back to 
Wentworth ia the early horns 
of Monday. 

It would have been a fitting 
end to the year's European tour 
but for the fact that Lee West- 
wood had just clinched the 
biggest title of his career and the 
news from Colin Montgomerie 
yesterday. In ruling out a move 
full-time to the US tour, the 
European No 1 for five years 
running said it was “inconceiv- 
able that I should choose to 
leave at this crucial stage" in the 
tour's development. 

Montgomerie will play 
more in America next year, in 
an attempt to find the right 
formula for winning a major 
championship, but his base 
will still be on the European 
tour. Schofield, naturally, was 


delighted. “Colin’s record 
speaks for itself," he said. 

“Hie playing standards he 
has consistently set are the 
very highest in Internationa] 
golf. In welcoming and strong- 
ly supporting Colin's intended 
1998 European and interna- 
tional playing schedule, the 
challenge to all tour members 
will again be to reach and 
match bis standard 

Though be only won twice 
and did not beat his own mon- 
ey record, Montgomerie had to 
work hard For his fifth title. He 
may have won three time s in 
1996, but he only had eight top- 
10 finishes compared with 12 
this year. His total of 177 un- 
der par and stroke average of 
6937 were both personal bests. 

“Standards are improving 
all the time in Europe.” Mont- 
gomerie said. “There is a big 
challenge to win here. We have 
some very, very good young 
players. I'm sure the European 
tour will go from strength to 
strength. Three years ago when 


THE 1997 EUROPEAN TOUR IN DETAIL 


ORDER OF MERIT 
Leading Aral ptacas: 1 C MamgoniBri* (Seo) 
C7983J7 . 2 8 Longer IG&I C6S2JS8 . 3 L Wjsf- 
wooa (eng) £5887%. 4 D Ctarte |Mri) £S37«oa 
S I WoGsnam (VMl £503562 6 1 Gamdo (Sp) 
wm 7 R Gooaan ISA) EB4J697, 8 P Har- 
rington |W| £360982. 9 J M Otezabal (Sgl 
£385648 la R Kateson (Swul £364*42; 11 
P-U Johansson iSwel E35458Qi 12 C Hocea 
(Itl £36077; 13 E Romero (Arg) C23CW69 14 


STATISTICS 
Lowest round 

SO (-12] Bernhard Larger {Unde German 
Mams). 

Lowest total 


264 (-M Robert Karts son (BMW Intern* 
banal). Cart Watts (BMW International). 
Btggwtwfn 

8 ^iots Mcfc Pres (Dr usm on Data Pro-am) 

Moat win* 

4 Bernhard Longer (Itakan Open Benson 
and Hedges te t ewaaonl Coach Open. 
German matera). 

Low 1st is 

SI (-13) Gary On (Conan Buopeap Masters). 
Low 1st 36 

128 (-MJ Scott Henderson (European M®- 
tars). 

Low 1st 54 

197 (-S) PaU McGrtay (OW Pro-Am), 
Bernhard Langw (Linde German Masters). 
1ST MSI Jgnabo Gamdo (Chemapof Tro- 
phy Czech Open). 

Highest winning scon 

282 (-8) Ross McFartam (Deutsche Bank 

Open-TPC ot Empe) 

Lowest start by wtnnar 

64 (-8) Rebef Gooser (Peugeot Ranch 

Open)- 


WgJwst start by wfeswr 
72 (+ 1) Cosssntino Rooca (European Mas- 
ters). 

Lowest finish by winner 

OwU^^nfino^D^tCarBn^cpean 


M James (Engl £2715*1 IS T BJom (Den) 
£264936. 16 R Rued (Sco| £250633 17 P 
Sf^and M £»5Z». IB G Tuner (NZ) 
£239869 19 J Hwggmwj fSwei £233479 20 


H Gaytion (Engl EZ5QQ5 21 P MoGHey (M) 
£220276 22 P OMafley (Aus) £200330 23 S 
Srruvw (Gen C2D7006 24 P Baker (Big) 


£200810 25 P Broatfust (Eng] £19049. 38 
R rJcFartane (Eng) £07340 27 M A Marfti (Sp) 
CE72B9 2flJSandeln (Sweie&fin 39 J Go- 
cereal^ £04332 aoSAmas (Tm] ECKISI; 
31 DGKstllBq) CB28B32R Chapman (Eng) 
£02354 33 D Carter (Eng) £177831 34 RQecn 
(Auai C170226. 35 J Spence (Eng) £00980 36 
N rasm (Swe) £159370 37 M A Gknenaz ISM 
CSS4U3S A Cabrera (Aig) £05420 39 PPnce 
(Will EOIRE. 40 P Muted (Eng) CM0320 «1 
DEaLreflS-Mi) £147254 42 S Henderson (Sco) 
CWOOG 43 M Long (NZl £144314 44 A Rn- 
Brand (Sne) £«3727. 45 U Janzon (Swei 
CWEJ7B 46 A CtfHrr (SCoj EMflOJO 470 Hte 
ell IEr*3» £07701 48 P Lonarfl (Aus) £04067, 
49 G Brand Jnr(Soo) £Q35«50WWtatnv 
(SA) £120542 


Highest finish by winner 

72 (+1) IgnaOo Gamdo (Votvo German 

Open) 

Most under par 

-177 Cain Montgometo (SSbsdea. 13 eo- 
tfes). 

Lowest cut 

138 (-5) BMW Mama&onat Canon Euro- 
pean Masters 
Highest cut 


McGrtey (Old Pro-Am), 
t (Linde German Masters) 


147 (+5) Games Open, Open champt- 
onatep, 147 (+3) Moroccan Often, Volvo 
PGA, 148 (+4) German Masters 


PGA, 148 (+4) German Masters 
HoteeHrvone: 21 

A lUmnwu s r 3 Anders Forabrand (Benscn 
and Hedges! Diego Borrego (French 
Open) Jo9B Cocares (Dutch Open). 
Ffrat-t&ne winners: 7 Richard Green 
(Dube! Desert CMc] Onion WHtetew 
(Moroccan Open). Mcheel Jonzon (Por- 
tuguese Open), Stuart Cage (Cannes 


Open). Robs McFadens (Deutsche Bank- 
TPC of Europe! Ignacio Gerddo (German 


TPC ot Europe) Ignacio Gerdt* 
Open), Justin Leonard (Open). 


Nick Faldo left we were look- 
ing for good young players and 
there weren't ary. Now there is 
Westwood, Clarke, Bjorn, Gar- 
rido and Harrington.” 

Westwood’s victoiy took 
him from sixth last year to 
thir d in the money list, behind 
Montgomerie and Bernhard 
Laqger. He was one of only 16 
players to make the cut in all 
four major championships, a list 
that included only two other 
Europeans, Montgomerie and 
Jesper Pamevik- Still only 34. 
he made an impressive Ryder 
Cup debut at Tfeiderrama. 

“Lee may be the top of the 
tree, " Montgomerie said. “Tve 
always rated him. He is a great 
asset for the European tour. He 
is a confident lad and has got 
a very bright future." Westwood 
learnt a lot from playing with 
Nick Faldo in the Ryder Cup, 
but also from being in opposi- 
tion to Montgomerie. 

*Tve played with him that 
often this year, that I realised 1 
needed to improve my putting," 
Westwood said. “I worked re- 
ally bard on my putting in the 
second half of the year, as well 
as tbe rest of my short game. Al- 
though he hits so many fairways 
and greens, Monty's short game 
does not get enough credit." 

Padraig Harrington was 
probably tbe most frustrated 
player at Montecastillo. The 
Irishman was lying second to 
Westwood and a win would 
have given a chance at an invi- 
tation to the US Masters. But 
he added an eighth-place 
finish on the money list to his 
11th spot last year, while the 
1996 Rookie of the Year, 
Thomas Bjorn, was 15th despite 
missing large portions of the 
season with injuries. 

A mass exodus to the US 
tour, once a possibility, now 
looks unlikely. Westwood and 
Darren Clarke, the Open nra- 



Lee Westwood, ‘a great asset for the European Tour/ celebrates during the Ryder Cup, 
watched by Nick Faldo’s caddie Fanny Sunesson Photograph: Empics 


ner-up who like Montgomerie 
has decided not to take up his 
US tour card, will play more in 
America on invitations, as 
Per-UIrik Johansson would like 
to do instead of going to the US 
Qualifying School to get a card 
and desert Europe totally. 

Apart from the youngsters, 
the best news of the season was 
the re-emergence of the 
broom -handled Langer and 
the return of Jose Maria Olaz- 
abaL He played his best golf of 


tbe year early on when he was 
just glad to have got over his 
foot injuries, but after two 
weeks rest he was challenging 
in third place at Montecastillo. 

Tbe downskie was the cracks 
that appeared in the tour, or 
rather, the greens. Crans-sur- 
Sierre was appallingly sub-stan- 
dard and came a year after tbe 
fiasco at CoUinguee Park. But 
what also concerned the play- 
ers was that two important 
events - the BMW Interna- 


tional at Eicbenreid which de- 
rided the Ryder Cup team, and 
the Volvo Masters at Monte- 
castillo - were played on cours- 
es not challenging enough for 
tournaments of that status. 

“There are lessons to be 
learned,” Montgomerie said. 
With the game about to go 
global from 1999 with tbe in- 
troduction of the World Golf 
Championships, Schofield 
knows the European tour must 
absorb those lessons. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Hall’s late 
kick lifts Jets 
to top spot 


PHILIPS 








Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are for all games played up to 
November 2nd, while the league table 
includes all scores up to October 26th. The 
overall winner at the end of the season will 
receive a trip to the World Cup finals in 
France 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time flieir team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, Lej if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, foe player scor- 
ing foe final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is final. Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point. 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point fe awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in 77a: Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in foe Independent on Sunday. 


HOW TO SCORE 

wws ■■■■■ 


•MnoQDdl 

stndilHtll 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST- 2 NOVEMBER 


LEAGUE TABLE 


GOALKEEPERS 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 26 OCTOBER 


POS NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 




Mr fan Boyle WfemDW y Bt inffler 



“rHr'ToSi’lypnsT ^Demons 

Hr FiictaeJ Rickard” ' _Ajter LamKwj 

"Hr 5 frevor"Huss " ’J&wmwVSoccerJ Scwxiiers^ 


46? 

. 

468 

468 


30(1 Seaman 

303 Lnloc 

304 Marennccr 

305 Bosokh 
30b Oalu* 

307 Wtuun 

308 Lease 

309 Flown 
330 Rian 

333 Bnmagm 

334 DeOocy 

335 Grodaa 
33b Ograwic 

337 Hnlffcin 

338 Nash 

339 Day 

340 Poom 

343 Houtt 

344 SouUtal) 

345 Gerranf 

346 Mariya 

347 Beeocy 

348 Keflex 

349 Rwk: 

James 

353 Warner 

354 SchnKfcbel 

355 Van DcrGoaw 

356 Given 

357 HoJop 

358 Pressman 
399 Xiykn 
360 Bcasam 

363 Walker 

364 Bmsfaea 

365 MDdodni 
36b Sullivan 


l 36 4JQ 
0 0 IjO 

0 0 3J) 

i) 2b 4J} 

1 3 L5 

I 18 1 JO 

0 3 1J3 

1 25 52 

6 12 13 
I 28 U 
5 36 LO 

D 0 ID 
1 33 22 

0 0 ID 
0 0 ID 
0 0 LO 
5 2 12 

0 0 Lb 

1 20 3D 

O 4 13 

5 29 33 

0 0 12 

0 X 15 

0 0 13 

1 24 33 

0 0 ID 

1 45 53 
(1 0 L2 
l 25 25 

0 0 25 

1 19 3D 

0 0 13 

0 0 ID 

1 29 -\4 

0 0 1.0 
0 Id 15 
J 24 17 


454 Anderaon 

455 Cos 

456 EOiol 

457 Fairdongh 

458 Taggart 

459 Bergson 

460 Duheny 

463 JVuracu 

464 Lamtomde 

465 LeboeuT 

466 Sinclair 

467 Diish 

468 Shaw 

469 Burrows 

470 Hantnrth 

473 Edworlby 

474 Gortcw 

475 Muscat 

476 Hulk 

477 Linigban 

478 Roberts 

479 HreidtcsBOD 

480 SUmac 
453 CftweQ 

484 Lannen 

485 Eran>o 

486 Pbelan 

487 Short 

488 Watson 

489 Unswonh 

490 Hinrtidiflc 

493 Bffic 

494 Kdtv 

495 VtaheraU 
Motomr 
Dorigo 
Roberson 
Walsh 
Whitlow 
EffioO 
WhtU 


0 4 23 

0 6 23 

0 12 ID 

0 0 2D 

0 19 25 

1 26 15 

0 15 JJ) 
8 47 3D 

0 2 3.0 

5 36 5 0 
5 28 25 

0 0 17- 

1 32 12 


0 9 15 

0 20 15. 

0 31 2D 
0 14 ID 

0 II 2D 

0 2A 10 


560 Uunkfevaro . 

563 Scales 

564 Campbell 

565 Caldowood 
56b Auwm 
367 Edinburgh 
5o8 Carr 

569 Mabtan 

570 Oids 

573 Riepcx 

574 hWl 

575 ftau 

576 F^rdumd 

577 Irrtpcy 

578 Umier 

579 Pcny 

580 

583 TUattter 

584 McAOeier 
SHS Kxnbic 


S .IS IJ 
I 14 3.4 
1 23 4D 

0 LI 29 
0 0 12 - 
) J6 1.6 

0 27 12 

1 17 15 

0 0 X5 
0 12 27 

0 0 3D 


I 9 15 

0 14 23 

II 2 22 
U 0 2D 

0 22 4.0 

1 J9 15 

I 8 20 

0 1 15- 

0 J7 J5 


DEFENDERS 


0 18 ID 

0 14 .13 

5 33 15 

5 25 13 

0 28 25 
-I 8 1.9 

0 17 3D 

0 25 2.7 

0 !1 3D 

1 19 35 

0 6 4D 
5 41 36 

5 34 25 
0 21 25 
0 0 12 
1- 34 23 

0 35 32 

1 10 12 

b S3 32 
0 0 15 

0 10 3D 


MIDFIELDERS 


600 Plan • 

603 Rsrfour 

604 Poclra 

605 Vteira 
60b Otoiean 


607 Meo&a Rodriguez ARS 


*“fir fficCPOssaim Up Anry 



"'Hr GraK*rn|Kafi4-« Lgirhorpe ffwers 

— Hie Z*ora. 


SoatSonje^oedarRjaserve 


465 



^ 

IdT 




400 Eton 
4al Upson 
404 Petit 
403 Gritncndi 

406 Wtnterbum 

407 BooM 

408 Adams 

409 Known 
430 Suumoo 

433 Soutfagale 

434 EhJogn 

435 Nefaoa 

436 Wright 

437 Scimeea 

438 Gnnn 

439 Moses 

440 Applet* 

443 Tbomfwn 

444 Knxan 



445 Bern 

446 LeSaua 

447 Coleman 

448 Hendry 

449 Kcnna 
4511 Hcnd«z 
453 WJery 


1 24 15 

0 0 20 
1 38 42 

0 21 17 

0 41 25 

0 26 25 

1 3 45 

0 0 45 

0 25 3D 

1 26 52 

I 32 3D 
I 30 12 

1 2b 3D 
1 17 22 

I 25 22 
1 18 15 

0 10 ID 

0 6 ID 

1 10 ID 

1 33 14 

0 36 SD 

(1 0 3.0 

1 36 4.4 

l 35 15 

0 33 10 
0 20 3D 


Hartncss 

Ryarmc 


Mai ico 

McAlcer 

GNevffle 

PNcvffic 

Irwin 

Piflmrr 

May 

Jotwen 

Sffso 

Albert 

Hwey 

hacoek 

Barton 

Bcrcsfanl 

BJootfeau 

Nolan 

Atherton 

WaBu.T 

Sicbianic 

Newsome 

Mookoi 

Dodd 

BeriaG 

Van GobbeJ 


0 10 L2 

1 W 25 

0 31 15 

1 7 3D 

0 1 35 

4 42 42 

1 28 42 

0 33 25' 
0 43. 3D 

0 0 35 

0 15 35 

(1 0 35 

0 21 4.1 

1 II 3.7 

t (S 3D 
0 28 3-1 

5 37 22 

0 4 12 

1 21 ID 

n 12 ID 
I 21 25 

0 3 ID 

1 17 (5 

5 28 1.7 

5 27 25 

5 21 15 

0 f (5 


608 trytor 

609 Tfcntrocad 
630 Draper 

633 Mec&le 

634 HUBOCL 
(iVS -Re&earn 

r 636 Bitten 
: 637- J'&tJcr 

638 Dorw 

639 W0a« 

640 McKiniay . 

643 Sherwood - .. 

644 HttcroQ 

645 Praodsai 
■646 Ttaoasaaa 

647 PaUodf 

648 Sefinn ' ' 

649 Gullitt 
o50 DIMaseo 

653 Wise 

654 Newton 

655 PHogto 
636 Babcyaro 

657 Tidier 

658 Rldmidsm 

659 McAOistfT 
bbO Salako ■ 

«3 /obanwn ; 
664 Simpson . 

U>S Asanovtc : - 
66fi Dftwll - - 
b67 WnDerLaas 

668 DaiDy 

669 Hunt 

670 Parbnson 

673 Grant 

674 Family 

675 Stuart 
67b Speed 
677 flowjcr 


1 21 15 

I JO 14 

0 0 17 

1 IS 45 
0 29 6D 
0 0 2D 
0 a 1.9 

0 3 - . 32 

1 21 . 4.1 

0 2‘ ■: ID 

1 6\ L2 
1 . 33 ,15 

. 0 . **' 12 
'0 15. ID 
0- o ’30 

0 .17 3D 

0. 4 22 

4 13 3 A 

0.6 3.0 

1 9 15 

0 17.. 2D 
J -9 J2 
0 18 U 

0 0 4.4 

0 IS SO 

0 14 3.7 

1 3 14 

U 3 1.0 


678 V&Bacc 
b79 Sharpe 
680 Rihetro 

683 Kaalond 

684 Palter 

685 Taykir 

686 Uao 

687 Lennon 
US Gappy 
b89 Barnes 
.690 RcAnapp 

693 McMaoaraan 

694 Thcmas 

695 LeanharxJscn 
■696 Glnf. 

697 BcSibam 

698 Keane 

699 Butt 

700 Pohonki 
703 Lee 

‘ 704 Baity 
- 705 Gflterae 

70u Beanbky 

707 Kinshara 
.708 Blinker 
709 Hyde 
730 wbiumEharo 
■ 733 Chrtiorte 
. 734 Maplton 

735 Slater 

73 6 Oakley 

737 Andertoo 

738 Fox 

739 Howells 
*740 Ginob 

743 Stolon 

744 Niehcii 

745 WOSanvain 

746 MiHuptwi 

747 Moocur 

748 Btsbop 
749. Bwtarrk: 

750 Lomas 

753 Joses 

754 Carte 

755 -Ardky 
75b Fear 

757 C Hugbc* 


6 45 1.8 
n 0 35 


1 8 25 

1 h 15 

n u id 

4 20 11 

2 (0 32 

8 29 1.7 

5 17 .\U 

1 2 5 2 

> 3b 5.9 
0 12 3D 

4 9 4D 
0 26 7.4 
7 33 7D 

0 14 7.0 

1 15 7.0 

0 11 35 

1 II 3.6 

i 3 35 

0 12 25 

1 17 2D 

3 9 2D 

0 0 25 

0 b ID 

5 23 1.7 

1 39 3D 

1 12 14 


1 8 II 

0 0 60 
I l«i 35 
1 9 32 

0 21 35 

1 12 3D 

0 2 15 


5 35 15 

0 ft 3D 

3 10 18 

1 IK 3.1 

0 21 10 

0 0 10 

1 13 10 


&} HvcAndrtFlo 

844 Dublin 

845 Whelan 

846 Hudoerbv 
S47 Sol non 

848 Uphlbouroe 

849 Dyer 

850 Freedman 
H53 Ndab 

ss r* 

856 Starmlge 

857 Waochnpe 

858 Ferguson 

859 Baraaby 

860 Deane 

863 LiUcy 

864 KandebanJ: 

865 Oaridpc 
S66 Hcskcy 
8S7 Fowler 

868 Berger 

869 Owen 
£70 Scholes 

873 Cok; 

874 SoU)aer 

875 Shenncham 
87b Ncvtand 
H77 Shearer 

878 Asprilte 

879 Ferdinand 

880 Hmutacra 
883 Gu4amcat 
384 Humphreys 

885 Brenfi 

886 Him 

887 Lc Tester 

888 Evans 
Wi O^eitBiail 
WU Anmrrong 
&*3 U-ersen 

894 Hanson 

895 Kiboh 

896 HoUswnrth 

897 EL oku 

898 Gayfc 

899 EueO 


m STRIKERS 


ONAGERS 


I 10 14 
1 U 3D 
(L .13 14 

a n in 


n i L 2 
0 4 3D 


-I 2 12 
0 b In 


0 8 11 
O 9 10 


O 0 ID 

0.-2 12 


B21 0 
r 24 15 
I 19 17 


800 Berekamp 

803 Whghi 

804 Boamonc Pereira 

805 Yorke 
SOU Joadifm 
807 CeDvmuiv 
803 WiDdoBoa 
8W Hcndric 
WO Hnsov 
833 Sul ion 
(LU GaQacber 

835 Dahkn 

836 McGirriay 

837 Blake 
S38 Ztita 

-S39 ValU 
840 MnHufba 


U 62 75 

I 52 72 
-1 0 10 
I 28 6.7 

I 7 2.4 

n 19 a .1 

0 6 15 

1 5 IS 

1 8 15 

1 55 45 

I 49 50 

0 13 4.0 

0 1 2J 


9900 Wmger 

W Lilcic 

904 Wihnn 


905 Htxigaoo 
VUh Todd 
907 GuHin 
90S Suadian 

909 Coppdl 
930 South 
9.V3 Kendall 
954 Graham 
935 O'Neill 
93h Evans 
937 Fergtnrto 

Dafeltah 
"V4 Pteai 

910 Jons 
943 Frukss 
V44 Rcdknnnp 
945 Klnnear 


0 25 35 
5 23 4.4 


» 24 75- 

0 l-i SD 

1 in 2D 

1 24 SD 

1 12 15 

3 22 45 
3 16 30 

0 15 20 

3 20 10 

0 12 25 

3 20 35 

4 22 45 
JI IS 7D 
3 28 9D 

1 17 7D 

0 9 4D 

3 13 25 

0 13 45 

O 1C 3J 
0 16 45 




he^i 






John Hall’s fourth field goaE a 
37 -yarder just under five min- . 
ntes into overtime, jjav& the 
New York Jets a 19- 16 win over 
the Baltimore Ravenson Sun- 
day and sole possession of first 
place in the AFC East for the 
first time in nearly 11 years. 
“We won another close game 
and we are leanring howto • 
win,” Bill Parcelis, the Jets . 

coach, said 

Tbe Jets had allowed Balti- 
more to level the scores on a 16- . 
yard touchdown pass from - 
Vmny Testaverde to Derrick 
Alexander with three seconds 
left in regulation. But Glenn Fo- 
ley then led the Jets on a 12- - 
play, 60-yard drive after they 
won the toss to begin the extra 
period. 

Keyshawn Johnson made a 
juggling 21-yard catch to pul the ' 
ball at the Ravens’ 34. and 
Wayne Chrebet added a mne- 
yard reception on thffd-anchsev- 
en that put the ball on foe 21 
Hall, a rookie from Wisconsin - 
who had missed a short kick that . 
cost foe Jets in an overtime loss 
to New England in September; 
calmly booted his game-winner 
Through the uprights. ■ 

Meanwhile in Buffalo, Steve - 
Christie kicked three field goals • 
including a 39-yander with 10:42 
remaining that lifted the Bills 
to a 9-6 victory over the Mia- 
mi Dolphins, who lost their 
quarterback, Dan Marindto an 
ankle injury. 

Marino sprained hls left an- 
kle with 31 seconds left in foe .' 
first half. He returned for the 
start of tbe third quarter bat left 
a gain after being intercepted by 
the defensive end, Sean Moran, 
on foe first series. *T didn’t feel 
1 could move foe way I want- 
ed to in order to be effective." 
Marino said. 

Results, tables, 

Sporting Digest, page 31 
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Hall 

feck lift 

top 


s Pot 


^ e hearsal fails to calm fears for Applause 


V-. 


The British challenge for 
Saturday’s Breeder^ 

Cup must adapt to the 

s traogesu rroundings Q f 
Hollywood Pork. ^ 
Richaid ^monefaon reports 

from Los Angeles, the 

[ nain h °P® for the Sprint 
has not had a good start. 

'hood in this 
part of Los Angeles, noi the sort 
of place where you warn to be 
3l5?S"y th f picnic blanket 

with the family. Word is that if 
you take the wrong turn out of 
the track at Inglewood they 
award you a free body bag. The 
trouble is you have to go home 
in it. 

Hollywood Park, which hosts 
Breeders Cup XIV on Saturday, 


no longer carries the celebrity 
perfume with which it opened 
in 1938. when Bing Crosby, 
^kit Disney and Sam Goldwyn 
were among the stockholders. 
The arena mn- 

siderably since the champi- 
onships were last here in 1987. 
A huge casino has come onsite 
to collect those punters who 
manage to make money on the 
ponies, while five million gallons 
of water are held in the sculpt- 
ed infield as the course plays 
again on its sobriquet as “the 
Track of the Lakes and Flowers". 

There are palms on course 
here tall enough to frighten a 
monkey, vast beds of impa liens, 
fountains and waterfalls play- 
ing home to flamingos and 
other fowl. As soon as the 
horses have passed during track 
work frocks of red-eyed starlings 
land to pick through the dirt in 


temperatures which yesterday 
readied 93 degrees. It does not 
remind you of home. 

Royal Applause has not yet 
got over the culture shock. 
Having performed a back som- 
ersault in the stalls on Saturday 
which would have been a thun- 
derous climax to a gymnastic 
floor exercise, Barry Hills's colt 
was merely led in and out of the 
barrier from different directions 
yesterday. He will gq to post on 
Saturday without experience 
of either the bell or a sialthan- 
dier leaning into his premises. 

Singspiel had a day off yes- 
terday after a half-speed piece 
of work over seven furlongs on 
Sunday. Carmine Lake and 
Decorated Hero were similar- 
ly redundant, though their ac- 
tivity was in the less salubrious 
surroundings of Blighty fol- 
lowing the cancellation of their 


fl ights on Sunday. They w01 oaw 
arrive today, along with the 
German filly Borgia. 

The Americans remain as- 
tonished that SiogspicI is not 
running in the Classic, and 
Stoutc pretends he does not un- 
derstand the answer either. 
“We talked it through after he 
won at York in August and 
Sheikh Mohammed said he 
wanted to go for the TUrf,” the 
trainer said. “I don’t know 
why. 1 didn't ask him.** 

Stoutc also remains elusive 
about whether Singspicl will run 
on the anti-bleeding agent 
Lasix, as he did both in the Turf 
last year and the Canadian In- 
ternational. “Well let you know 
about that later in the week," 
he said. Take that as “yes". 

As the Breeders’ Cup comes 
to Los Angeles for the fifth time 
(Santa Anita has also hosted 


twice), Hollywood Park ties 
with Gburchil] Downs as the 
most popular venue on the se- 
ries roster. 

It was here in 1984 that 
Don MacBclh steered home 
Chiefs Crown, who went on to 
sire our Derby winner Erhaab, 
in the first ever Breeders’ Cup 
race. RpyaJ Heroine won the 
Mile for Robert Songster and 
John Gosden in the days when 
the trainer enjoyed (he delights 
of southern California (movie 
capital of the world, constant 
sun^iiuc) before turning it in for 
Newmarket (no cinema what- 
soever, wind). Gosden is back 
here for Decorated Hero’s run 
and is already mightily pleased 
following Ryafan’s victory in the 
Yellow Ribbon Slakes across 
town at Santa Anita on Sunday. 

Three years after Royal 
Heroine’s Mile, another filly. 


Maguire abandons Flagship in Cup dash Armstrong cuts Kutta out of Flat finale 


Adrian Maguire has chosen to 
desert Viking Flagship in 
ry favour of up-and-coming Mu I- 
4 ligan in today’s Haldon Gold 
Cup at Exeter. Richard John- 
son takes the mount on the dual 


winner of the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase. 

The seven-year-old Mulligan 
was a winner five times in 
novice company last season 
but a falier at Cheltenham and 


Aintree when Maguire was 
missing due to injuty. The pair 
face four rivals as Nicholson 
bids to win the £29, GOO-added 
event for the first time since 
Waterloo Boy scored in 1992. 


Last year's November Handi- 
cap runner-up, Kutta, will not 
attempt to go one place better 
in this year's renewal on Sat- 
urday. Robert Armstrong yes- 
terday withdrew the horse, who 


had been due to cany top- 
weight of9st 1Mb, from the con- 
test - the big race of the final 
day of the Flat turf season. 

The trainer has left in Sheer 
Danzig, who is now set to head 


the handicap, with the weights 
rising by 51b. A total of 40 hots- 
es were left in the race yester- 
day, including market leaders 
Arctic OwL Dantesque, Her- 
itage -mri Ridaiyma. 





wjm 





EXETER 


1.20 Atlantic Mist 
150 The Brewer 

2.20 Gales Cavalier 
250 Crown Equerry 


HYPERION 

3.20 Speedwell Prince 
3.50 Bell One 

4.20 Daisy 


UttKBter last month Ratatag to softie dcM hefc raid ha stated be able to do Htaatantialy 
belter in this Hookah Add. Sang Of Kanda dd better in tfw tad of her Una startB last 
season with ■ wfcfe-rnargfe tttroi of ten IkMn bated Secret Gift a! Newton Abbot last 
But Stab at least going iha right way but tetter's Dstttoy, wrfw gave a reasonable 
account despite being way out of his daptti at Aacat in Match whan ha Mat raced, has 
at feast equal duns tor a pfeca Selection: THE BHEWBt 


60040- GROUND NUT (196) (q(D){lteHLrtBtt»»RBu*hr7t)B BPoml 

OCMO SPEHMfBIPBMCEgB) (BarBauas N Ttatt»-Qanm7 tUB.CI Na HIjn 
05050- ZABADI (199) {Lady Harris) DNctafeOnS’OC A 


2.20 


O CHMG| Cnase course - Good (Good to Ftan fo places]; hteCtea - Good to Rum (Good 

• Right-hand, undulating ctxrse. Stitt to* of stantoa. Run-fo rf 2S0 yartto. 

WHameoirSB is Sirfles south-nest of Exeter on A3a Exeter (St Davids) Is on man Lon- 

don (Psdcingajn} to Comvnal railway Sne ADMISSION: (frwxfctand & Pitodock CIO: S5 
ver Ring £5 (accompanied wtaMSs free). CAR PARK: Rato £Z ranraMer free. 

® LEADING TRAINERS; M Pipe - 68 wrem bom 260 runners dwa 6 a nimm ratio of 
Uksa H Knight 33-t» (32%) P Hobbs 24-HB (207%). R FrostW-126 (ta%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy -28 «ra tram IB ridas (218%}, J Osborne 21-78 B22HL 
C Maude 14-78 (I7S%) M a Rtegaraid 13-89 (Hi*). 

• FAVOURITES: SO mns tram 486 races (381%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TRUE: tow. 


1.20 


WILLIAM HILL CREDIT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m If 110yds 

14-1 KMG0FHE DAWN (B 0 ) (JJBaAer) NUttad6H 5 Cl 


ATUNnCHBT{ni^(The1AMdcMF»ifinht4BRWnn4i0e J>SHtaA 

W nCKVVEMWC0m(1B](^efBRlDiJdduenS^ABaraw5ne^0Hd>Mm 

50=53 FILL THE BILL (12) (URpe) MPpaSn C C Haute 

C GUMAW(USA)p5)(Attm)ADuTi4«n SMcfM 

PFF MACM0RHIS (USA) (14) (Raymond Tam) 0 Mchokcn 4BE. 

F4050 OAKMOffrfI4)(&nonGegg)USieppud41]ti 


03 PORLOCK CASTLE (12) p*s B0 Adams) PHfchBTB 4 BS. 


_R Johnson 
-Bftrton 


V8IAeEKlNQ8^(Ca»EJEd«KMtea4KD^PHabl»-4'0« RDuosMdy 

Q8P06 INDIAN CROWN (12) (Ft^ Buddayl N Ttanscn 7 » 7. -SBUiroughB 

SHEILAS DREAM ffW) tGeogB Soarte) H How* * U 7 .. tea EJ Jon* (7) 

BETTING: 7-4 RSTbaBH, 4-1 fQngOnheDaan, 9-2 AltendclBal, 6-1 VStogeKhai 7-1 Maanorrta, 
12-1 Portock Canto. 16-1 Gunsk 33-1 attorn 

1998e tts AGenW VBLAspel (3)50-1 (JGKttxd) Uran • - 

FORM GUIDE 

Mann Pipe won «rth an Irish report at Pfcrepton yesterday and there* a fair chance al 
FILL THE BILL dofog ftewrsa The fhr^yBBWJtt twice a winner on Iha Flat h kstand. has 
made steady, it unspectacular, process war huOtas and ran his best race last tens when 
thad n a tag field of maldans over two and a halt mies at Fairyfiousa. Ha stated car- 
tuty have the stemna tor Wa couse Wng OTIhe Dawn has also come ton betsnd, 
where he won a W-t Flat race tet year and a maiden hurdle at Tramore ki August after 
an absence of n monttw he could be anythmg and wll haw » be doseiy wfdwd te 
the betting. Portock Castle stepped up appreotebly on Wahwa ng deb ut wti wthW be- 
hm Babdur and previous winner Lonceta at Wincanto n. If he continues to ihonvs at 
that rate heU haw no trouble plcfcng up a race or two Maemorrta’aJtwnpJa isofar Mww 

that It isnt always easy for Flal racers id mate the transition »thKBweno 

guarantees owr Atlantic Mlat arihet Soloctkjn: FU. TVE BCX 


WILUAM HILL HALDON GOLD CUP CHASE (LIMITED 
HANDICAP) (CLASS A) £29,000 added 2m If 110yds 

4033- VnaHGRAGSMP(2Q3) (D| ptaadiRmHLmOBifDllchtfcon t)lt D^JtJohnaao 

CW- ASKT0M(214)5))(BTSteeal-aD^T'6teB111) .RGamty 

2302-1 GALES CAVAU51 (u) (CO) (Stedgft tatart^ D Oendafe 9 tl 6 .-RDmwoody 

NIFF- HAUQAN p15) (D) (BF) (LaOyRirr^ OMchcteon 7 n 0 AM^ube 

56023- ROWaMOUNIBROME^(D)(toJOKBre)MwUR)Mn191l7-J)UaglNr 

I32D8 OHSOBSKV (17) (VTfeber) O&uorth tt T)7 PKofay 

-Bdectend- 

BETTWG: T-4 UuDgn. 1M GMm CvnOk, M AakHjci, S-1 VUng Flagship. 12-1 Oh So Rkky, 
14-1 RoyM Mc un ttrowne 

1996: AbsdomkLadyS C7D BridgearrS-l (G^Ktonylfiran 
FORM GUIDE • 

THs race atone ■ worth the admtealon fee featuring as 8 does Aah 1b m and VBdng Rag- 
Mtlp.lheaecond and foW home benWMrftrt Son tefetaaaaon Q u e en MaMurChan*- 
pton Chase The vp-and«ornlng AakTbm had an seller wdet trrer VMng Ftegshp (nwer 
at his beet to his eariy raced and* now a stone batter to) in Kamptond Vctor Chendter 
Chase, but lie traied to behind dted-pfeoad Vhktg HagsNp at Aintree, where he tfdnl 
see out the two and a half mfiea At Iher raspeewe ages As k Tom ta going to be the 
mom Hey force this season but the VMng Ragrtip stebtea has another potential star 
to MULLIGAN, Adrian ftfeguivb choice and who was robbed by feDs of a poaaMo win 
kt last seaaorfeArMe and then certain victory MAbitraa.H6V looted Bwarfobaatar when 
urbeaten ki five Irnprtosive wins prior to the tvra Ug M-downe and can go earns wey to 
putttig the rec uilimu igM here Gates Ce vela r had VfcfogHBgship (for whom the joind 
was Maly wrong) way back te third when chasing home the frnpraaetve Strang ftomfee 
at CheBeaihten (2m 51) in Apr! Gales Carelar idealy neade in Mceas of tm and a heft 
mies to be seen at Ms beat -1hou(^> haeidflrfeh second to subsequent champion hur- 
dvMMoAStandinabito-rnielUTdfoBtKeniptan InJanuary-buthecomesherefight- 
Ing fit after a defeat of Gdkf Civ wfeiner Mr Muflgan at Wincanton 12 r^ia ago and te by 
no mana outof It Royal Mn rad biowme had aoBre-dacert form in iraten d teat sea s on 
and corid sneak no a place on Ihte stiff course. \ -.SefecNon: MULLIGAN 


4 

5 

6 

7 6U2I- MAID FOR ADVENTURE (r7mOrfsBaaher)>fe5HlCrA^t 6 1)7 JCrdoty 

-7dee Mrsd- 

BETTB4G: 64 Txbwfl. 4-1 Speentol Wnce, 5-1 Graerxl Hat, 11-2 IMd Pbr Adrettoa, 13-2 Am- 
bleside, 6-1 CIBon Cane, 33-1 GrauramrHMHi 
1986c no comncrKta raoe 

FORM GUIDE 

ZABADI, a laedng Juvenfe huder who cpsel Chattanham Festival and Antma wfonar 
Urabande at Nawbisy flrat time out laat season, is an occiUng chasing praqracL By no 
maana could this be sad to be an aasy introduction, but if takas to therdh no question 
Ns tuAig form <M0it to sea hbn homa Grand Nut topi good company to Me early 
races over fences two seasons ago. Untortmataly: he fated to fWsh three tfcnea - hence 
a rehan to lutfflng - yet he 6howed more than enough abBty vAien ttwtf behfod Namao 
and Trying Agate here in December ‘865 and a second stab at ehastog now he is more 
experienced fe fiNy warranted. He corAd evantualy prove usaftA B paad wefl Ptlnca waa 
a smart noricB hunlBr two eeasona aga when he won twice and was also forath taehlnd 
hdafence at tha Chettenham FastivaL Haydock perhaps wasnl the place to start him off 
over fences hat season and he stl has plerty of time to mate the grate as long as an 
a ba o nca tree - February heart meant trtxtoteL MMd For Adventure a a young mare 
wtihaoope and Humected step up quite a bit on teat season* decant hudhg fawn— 
she tecfdes fences. State one to fofc>w as she (ptaafeiaperienoai S ei octlnn : ZABADI 

l o en I WILLIAM HILL INDEX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
I J,ou l £3,500 added 2m 3f Penalty Value £2,705 

(WFt- DICnJM (23T) (kfcs R A Hurphria^ Mss H iq^N 6 Tl ID JCuioly 

I3CM Brti-ONE (USA) (13) (C) (ISsJ PSaAriO ACXxviS Tl 0 SNgMbBB 

3223-2 KANDSONpmBmwREh^BRMranSDtt DSa*ar(S) 

0024- VA UTU (197) (teihr Scuh] M Pipe 9 04. C 


4FTP-P DflESS DANCE (14) (Ws J R N R tofel 7 T) 2- 

P5055- RER0l(216)(ARBnwsi) WGITBsiarSVIO 


-SopWe lOriefl (5) 


[2~S0 


WILLIAM HILL EXETER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5JOOO added 2m 6f 110yds 
2eap- SWffliG UGHTfiaq (C) maOMby FtrWhll 0 Nchctenaa 0___A Msgalm 

2F6FF- CROWN 60UBKY(T7tq fflF) (FtobartOpkn) P Nctak7 SO PCarttery 

tfil-P PONGO WAR«G(17)p£9 (to JKPmfmrJfcfesHKn^t flit® JFTItey 

1P43* C00Uia(14)(BTR¥jBettt< JlCngBItS I : MAFBzgcnU 

3Z1IR ABAVARDft^fCHDGHBndSncrlH Rost 889 JRrotf 


1.50 


WILLIAM HILL DEBIT CARD NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 

3QB» SCARLET RAMBLER pi)(0)(EV PNMnMp) VtSs H Kn^tB TI H ^ (^8% 

60S- VVALTWS DKTWY (223) (C W MKhaC C 1 


0505- 


)BRMkmn5«3..J)S 

ini — s 


55 ? ®JBBWJSS 5 BBaE^S 5 SBSft 

-Bdecterad- 

arsw-'Ksa'ssKg.-- 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 S4B23 WDWnmiOmmiqtDJMeArnWrtrtPHDtfasSns 

^ j doctevd - 

BETTING: 11-4 SMrdng UghL 3T Crgwo Equeny; 4-1 Poago Wring, 114 Coofrie, 6-1 Ahevard, 

9-1 Dtort Memory 

199G focis Brand 6 n 5 A P McCoy 5-1 (G Battig) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ftefo is apparently on the w^i though how much and how soon ramatoe to ba seen Eas- 
ier grand wta the main reason Starring Light feted to cope with RJ 01 Bra mar an 
acta ftftong hens last ttecenfoec That dafate was sandwiched b etween wins at tori- 
fegdon and Lefoastar arsf ihBft the form to Judge him on rteher than hfe tf*d behind Lance 
Armstrong and Mammy* Choice ha« (good to soft) in March. He comae to hand eariy 
and wU late al the banting If the ground holds upk but the chances are a change of sta- 
ble has sweetened CROWN EQUERRY. Horteg taken a reel purtar whan iravaing wel 
at SouOnrel In Mag it perhaps wasnt too surprsaig whan he proved none too enthust- 
asGc at Sedgaften only four, days tatec Before taktag In some good races Cream Equer- 
ry ^had footed a nice you^ horse in flie making. Pongo Waring figured pnmfoenMy mM 
tr» loath feat at Stratford 17 days ago in frst run in n mortha and was soon puled up 
attar bfendarfeg at the next Hrt be a lot e trai g p ite r tor ft and test saaaorfe form, which 
-sickxtea baathg a Cheltenham Festival winnar and trying the impoasfote by concaring 
wetyt to Strang Pramtee gives tan afesHate chance on a mne where the atabte does 
so «reL Afaavard was h the process of rtnnteg a big race uril ha fe* here in Septem- 
ber on hts first outteg after rrtssfog last season. By contrasL hb subsequent nti at Tferton 

wasrteeppoMteg. SetecOoiv. CROWN 6QUEFFY 


BETTINQ: 2-1 Ife Uto, 64 Dtctun, 11-4 tfeorfeon, 8T BM One, 12-1 Rs Hoi, 14-1 Dress Dance 
188ft r* carrepandng m 

FORM GlitDE 

DICTUM toahad tha busfoaaa aft® hte knpraaehe wfesteg start h a hW Flat race as a 
fou'-year-aia and hte eariy daapporrknant over hurdfas was put behind tun folpwfog a 
wind operation whan be hrid on Trom Stair Thyne at Uttoater in Aterctv With the run- 
neM4> tandejfog et the fete there is no question Odum was fortunate, but tha pair were 
wsl dear and Steer Thyne had won his previous race^ so the form Is decant As long as 
Dichjm hasn't takon a backward step there la every chance he wl continue to prograaft 
in tritich care he Maid ba too good for this flatd. Hu dson's reperlenca mates Hm a 
opponem. aftiacfely after a promising openfog run of the season here bat month, 
agunsf He Knows The fttiaa. Kandson soon went on to wfo Wter an encoumgfog ftet 
oushg last season and he has to ba a ttig rtenger. Tha nhe-yaaroid VS Utu has dona 
Iha rounds and Is now with Martin Pfea.Whte there Is urftety to ba any rmprov oma nt to 
Nfe Utu at his ago. ha gata plenty of uralght and worit fel thraufih tack of fitnasa. Ra Rol 
steady had two wins and ttvee ptecea In tha bag by thfe feno test season. Starting so 
late cannot ba a hefo but the honcScapper has been fond to Irim. Solacttei: DCTUM 


4.20 


BETTING LEVY BOARD MARES STANDARD OPEN NH 
FUT RACE (CLASS H) £1500 added 2m If 110yds 

2W- POTTBIAGAMp«9(DHJEPota)OMhofen5TI7 RMnsayOa 

6 BALiyURA(5Z) [P R ftodted) P Rodatd 9 H 0 8Bunx^t 

CBJCLAND(UsJRBBaKQRFfoel4ira JFrate 


OABT (Fttort tamte aabsBi metin) Ms J Pirren41l Q. 
503 BUJFA8S0ff(M)(ER&WhdJM&adey5110. 


RFftitet 

B Futon 


3.20 




WILLIAM HILL LUCKY CHOICE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m If 110yds 

0403- AlfiLBUE (2141 ^ M Yn} Ms S WBams 6 D S SMcNeM 

rata- aJFTONGWKF207)ppraErterpriSBS)8Rlteren7C'e DSstar(5) 

GROSVBOR t^IK (KZ) (Timothy CaCrs) A Bam 9 1) C doaUU 


HIISMNGSFHr(rAJcrmey)UteCJchn8ay58a 

0- GREATEST HBB (ITT) ffeu Earns Vtew Psnip) t Wten» 4 no Etfosband M 

0 BSIAN LEG8C (BS) (FW&EPwgef MsS Mbrs4 V 0 5ojMsMfcMf5) 

LABRIGAHTME(RHBuMaORBucllfo4110 BPowM 

LAND GF MYTH (PATVtolRRoatAltQ IkAltakterertb 

UTTl£lUTON(PtotckBufecOBvekpmenkUd)MHHKn^Ti4itO JCMtey 

SO UAyBMDQELADyp4)(tesJFDaitwK)PHDttB4nO. Gteirey 

3 RSHANOBJ (24) (Dayd D Brace 6 Tl 0 ROuwoody 

OBF SPLASH OF BUKBCY (229) pfoctiiCFaQS Knight 6 TtO 0Sdter(9 

TW: DESS. QUEEN fclS Iters) JSMoora 5 TITJ JKteranm 

^ ^ |-| p _ “ 
BETTWG: 7-4 Patter Assln, S-2 Duty. 6-f (JBte ffcftoa, 7-1 Radhreiteri, lb-1 UayMifos Lady, 12- 
i Bopmafl. 14-1 Btey ura, La BrtgMdne, 20-1 Crritic land, ftren® fttaad, 33-1 edure 
199ft Cutaddl MM 6 V Tl L Suthem (7) M-1 (N TMBdrvOeviBe) M ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Daley and UtUeHuBon come from yards th® do net tn ihese race* but the experience 

of ttw wel-oonnectad POTTER AGAIN may round off a good day for Osvfo Nfcftotecm. 

Ool e ct lo n : POTTER AGAIN 


REDCA R 

HYPERION 

150 Dog Watch 2.00 Bawslan (Jb) 25c iPRF 
MO iS^L (nap) 3.00 Pradesh 350 Ballymote 

4.00 Halndeer Quest 


04 SECOND TSM (7) W Stray 89- 
-18 1 


BETTWG: M Dog Watch. 4-1 Free Option, 7-1 Kifeenba, Stmltag, 12-1 
Gypsy ftossloa, Rean PiW«, 20-1 Cfatet, Vejre WoB, 25-1 adisra 


2.00 


GOING: Good (GoodtoFVmr 

• LEADING ^ po%); 

mms 157 pOBW 

M Johnston JfUft, ftom 2W ridsa 

# LEAD ^,'!^v'lCFSS2lfrom 14ti (Bfl»2- J CaiwB 20 

M SSwn 18 from M7(«S%) 


M Johnston WTOmro i igjj* ^ 2& rttfosflivesa 

MBgS^ssas s^ 

7 «« bibch maiden stakes (CLASS 

rmz.zs***™* L _„ 


ACCWW^®^- R lappta 6 B 

00 COfiPtSCWSSTl^^^" GHWfl 

01 DOG WATCH ft® 

zL rwmrw on B Hartwy ® iMiMl 


BEECH NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4,025 added 2YO Ira 

OMtfi BURNTYATBfKfl M WEssJBfby97 T Ureas 24 

•80060 0ffiCgmFF (iqWSfoay96 J Creel 5 

00094 ARCTIC STAR (10) MOemon 9 Z RPsrtiwn3 

003t PRE«0M0l«T(I^WRfthByB2 F Norton 25 

TXXXO PHNCS8 NATWJE (10) MWEsstetySO— Otettl p)9 
53DQ5 PEtARA(18)JWferwr1(rt90 JRarfeneSV 


3 001000 CHARLESU£TT(92) (D) Bhte597 JDSnM(^11 

4 006036 DOUBLE BOimCE(U9fO)^F)PMfe79e^aredm IT 

5 30-530 KaMOLAflAfr7)PHure596 T Orton 24 

B 00000 UESTCOURT MAGIC (IG(D) MW testerfay 48 8— T lucre 7 

7 050040 UR BBKSERAC (3) (D) B PteigS96 DtosOTteM21 

8 aeon laqodi varano no; RMtoteSBS^osre lfcKe(Nn5V 

9 133000 TREAaBS TOUCH (18) (D) DMchcfc395 

taaa«te*te(5)Z8 

201000 SEAOEBI (10) (D) C Dwyerfi 94 — GFsrtto(8)14 

-14600 CADEAUI(CHER(lO|(D}Btteaga WRyrelS 

000003 YOUNG BRMRG (54) (D) D Ctapire 3 9 2 A Catena 18 


30006 BAST81AN (15) (BF) J LEyreB 12 — .TWBwnaZO 

006 RIS0EIIBI0RESfr4U'teipU»8e- -K Dartef 22 

0600 BR0NZM0(4(9GBBkfog8S 8 Drown* 2 

14M62 MAR8KE«AO«Ep5)NT»*teaiI— DsanMeterrealOB 
0644 PfKX£nE(4qjRiGnkl8D_BmsdUte»felKnr(923 

OSM HraNGPUCECajWSteeyaa SSredKSlI 

40020 SUttCAU7MGUSn((30)BHkS6 DHUtendtt 

000 NOSSX3 LAD (11) Sr M Prascrtt89 GMMdl 

U00d DURGA*«S0aJGHr(S9)BlforayB4 — O B— n sy(3) 17 
. ooo OCEAN UNE(54) AJwris84__: CLototaf (3)21 

00000 1ARAMAMA (1(3) P Brans 8 3 __D WrigfeT3 

850643 WTHECLAHEISPBJJJaNBiaZ JFEgtolS 

050 AlfiXT2C^JL^»B2--_- -J-Oramodt M 

0000 GOOD ON TS1 (7) S (CeUterel 8 2 — Rf%*oeh(3) 16 

2200 HBBLEASSB«yp9)RFehey81 GWndW 

« 404 ANtm«WW*«NK(3^Jffid3BrNd81..-Fft^W7 

S “5 SMsm 


3C3051 ALHAV5 AUGHT (T3) (D)KButa3 92 JFftrel 

0OSO3 DOUBLE OSCAH (T7) R DNdKfo4B2 AtesCte»ea25 B 

064400 nRA(im(C)(D) JLEre792— Rlspph9 

200003 lUER (7) WM Johnson 59G MHsny^U 

tDOaO TOP OFTHE FORM (IS) (D) R Ffetay 3 8 12 —D EpBl (7) TO 
05000 BENZOE(20)(D)lteJRBaisdsn781l OPe«3 


V 

V 

V 
B 
14 

e 
c 

17 

e . - - - 

8 S5BC M0UCHE(13)(D)MsJFfemtter38a JFMtomU 

20 000020 RGV\LD0ME(B) MMtae587 J Carrol 20 

21 ODOOD DONH5RACEpo|(D)TOBBncn4B8 KDratey2 

22 33040 LOUOHBME(17)(D)CWH5 86 RMrtiha^B 

33 ocean KtM8HraHrT(8)fCO)RGUSS13B?PK) GHM4 

34 0Q6CO2 MALLIApf) (D)TOBinai4BO LCtaraockfi 

25 50*02 JOHWHOp) (00) JQctls4 80 J Outer 22 

- 25 declared - 

BETTMQ: 7-4 Drefals Btwnce, 8-1 Ateays Mgta, 10-1 Double Our, 
Moucfa*. fdeljte Shto, 12-1 O mMc Sto re. Tle^ Johayto, 14-1 oBrera 


3.00 


03 HWAWApi)BU«2"|J-^__ 


telsn (5)27 
JBramhN4 



a* 059600 BIEWmWWUcIfewnTtl.-^— . 

ZT 008000 REE CHRISTY (IflWIWfewm 7 ® NCwteieB 

-Z7 (teetered- 

ass ■”* 

, 000300 (XJUB^SPLaSWURR^PT^TCO^^^ 

Tooo fflgucsroBM fig w m JB iatoas^ — p * 19 


1 MOB 

2 -25023 

3 4804 

4 UB30 

5 -2020 

6 62235 

7 vasal 

B 3CU301 
9 - 083 

« - DM0 

ii won 

V .55884 

2 as 
W 0S5 
a aae 


SYCAMORE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4*900 added 3YO 1m 3f 

MYSTIC F*XJ£ (141) BCutey 97 J (Urn 12 

AJMSOB (USA) (22) (BR J Ourftp 6 7 KDerteyBB 

WNTa4PSTf4^PChippteHw7l87 SW9WMS2 

BWAS. (T3) (CO) M’bifMnsBB DBfggell 

RHaCOJ>(ia)TBtarhBSh96 ACtftmIT 

BOSS LADY (20) R Onrtai 0 E TSsate15 

MGHTMIMaE(11)(OUJolntn93 QHelandia 

ALAKDARpU^mRChenpionBI AlfcGtanaU 

SERPBfCWAWHGedSI WRfreT 

HURG9iDWCSl(U9JWM8ls9D JQrnll 


B 00000 8STON BLAKE (18) MMa^ier 7tt Ptaffll 

B Q0QQ0D GU3O0US QANCBt (123) ,1 Heftertor 7 8 NCbUbIA 

-17 rtectera d - 

MrriaurcTir 10b. AeotoetaafeSbftn fibfe 7ri Ob, GtoteutftencarSff 7b. 
BETTING: M Smart Boy, 11-B Sarpantara, 8-1 Alriotec, Afeyfe, 8-1 Vein 
Tmpart, MgU Hraga, 10-1 MyiSc FBdga, Boss lady; 12-1 aOnra 

OAK LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4500 added Sf 

1 8800 JUSTBOB(l 5 )(CD)SKsclerel 897 DasnUdCsowna 

2 200001 ARWNfU9(Q(D)R»tarv»i494 TO Mdto^toi 4 V 

a 000000 BLA2NGHP(l»A)fT7)(D}ttaJJ'xdan491 J*FertDn2 

4 52(400 BAUYM0TE(1fl) (CD) JEarY38B PFssaeyp)1 

6 80000 D0NAFUPApi)(D) 4taaLSddM46B OPreraS 

6 26424 ISJBAL1NO (15) (BF) hbs N MK»*ey38 B SOrmmsB 

7 02 OBB PUiM re«T ( 7 ) (Q(D)U Pal 7 8 12 — Kbnbsrtoy Kart ^ 3 

B 605400 BAiAN FOSE (20) (CO) M EteonertJ 6SB XDwtoyT 

-SdBduad- 

BETTWG: 9-4 Juft Bob, 3-1 Satre Ron, 92 Itere, NotalaQ, 1^2 Bel- 
tyraote, 7-1 Pten ftst. 14-1 Done Fflpt, 20-1 Btetog bnp 

ra‘ rwTl POPLAR HANDICAP (CLASS E) £AflZ5 
l H - uu l added 1m 2f 

BBS SHARRSHAYB p2) HsM(feaby58(L-Daanl4cKBawTl5 

002B42 JHHOflGHT(r)MX6astert3y399 XChamoektt 

603002 CLASSIC RMD (7) (CD) PaiMriel4B8 P WoomBaU 12 

3080 VBRSATUTY(81)RJBfnacnHnudfon*86 — SSaodereB 
304000 MARADipi)BClriBy38S JChftsiS 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

B 364003 N1UEG8Bp)'WBft>B38e- 


105400 HAROWON (B)(0) BPaing 693- 
03062 MISSILE TOE (134} D Iters 4 91. 


■05001 PttJBfS(7)jpEh*aS88{Ete1- 


-OanaOlfeMS 

KOvf 4 

.Jl Henry (3)1 
-JOBlWdar2 


SMART BOY (16flP CON 8 12 T Outer 13 

9%BSB0Y(7)(C0)AjBrfoa6 Clce*ar(S)5 

PBMeb(19)(BF)JGosfei84 L.BHfedaV 

SUBlWuaJAN(11)RHannenS2 JFEgan3 

ABXJNA (ffg (1^ (SF) S WSrael 7 O RRraodi (3)B 


BETTlNttlM IBaMh Tea, 1« SMBUftyn, Vtoidun Orfl, 7-1 JmS 
Kb^M, Classic Fbd, 8-1 ta Tha Baoea, Cfoed Uft 16-1 others 


33800 JAYA HBJ fiq (D) J Ftzfianto B 8 11 JFortoDeB 

0000-1 YANADUlOREft^(D) WHsKmonASe JCrecfill 

00604 CLUS)UP(l3)(CO)PE«ra480 JFEgreT7V 

234S2 raSRyHFSS(1^(CD)ltaMHMlBy88B XDarieytS 

04465 RNWSTQUESr(T4JL^R589 ^Bucfoey(7)3 

50000 NE*BHHWEBOrCtS)NMBa^er<86_,PFM«ay014 

2ZED0 KEB , BAmWG(1B)(D) JGofoe7B2 Cbtetfaer$7 

6MOO THALSKBpI) W JW*Wfiahl782 -RLapptoie 

-17 1 


RAGLEY HALL NOVICE HURDLE 

(CLASS D) £3,650 added 3YO 2m 

3F1 GW8rMSra.(18)MPipslM APMeCay 


r i HBurire— " — 

4 aUECHffiSE(!1)JJH*nsU7 
CAVALRY P R Wttoar D 7 


UnTnLn > n hbumv m • ■ ■ ■ 

Kfflf WATERS 0=8) WsSWiB** 87 

6 UCAG(20)MsURnMvt)r 
-Sdedored- 


JOrisnft 

JAMcCaritv 


» OBW FV0NfflP)J«»4fle JCAbpreiiM 

H flNf IAXEAFUSt{n9mRHatBK7t)5 TOsnaraba 

-11 (teetered - 

BETTM* 3-1 Baobiat 74 MteBteft M F^n, M Aubum B0» 

Cum Cam 7-1 Gafapfng Dms, 1M Lte of Brian. 20-1 often 


3 6 R0CKY3PR0ra£Sfl2)lfaKGaagB4PPJ) ft1 r ^eft in 

4 32-2 ROYAL ACTION (12) (BFJOShancod 4 DC...JOibOfO i 

-4dKtarad- 

BETTTNG 2-5 ReyM Action, 114 Korarnet, 14-1 Rocky^ ftcOn, 25-1 

DtMuit 


.-Jl 


-PMvao 


ifisssr: 


BCTjgfG: 54 Gray Pastil, 7-2 Bloa Cbtsis, »z Line^G. 8- 1 W*" 

tan, 7-1 CavMy 

1 SS 5 SSiagjK»Sk 3 

srassSa^ 

8 ^ ggS^^T^r^TfeatetoS 


2.40 


HATTON COUNTRY WORLD NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 2f 

1 453231 Uni£1WC1UREnitaTUdnnK9*nr71l4 -G Upton 

2 PJFP- ALDNGWCfDMN{Z7ftNGarca8 VS. TJItarjtey 

3 280CF GOLDSiOBM (7) JOSB87 O C, ^__jnhoo<OnP) 

4 TOff HBCSHUMWEr(15}JWvta811S_MrRYMMy0 

6 1-Z3US GOWHL6LAYE (18) P Bowl 8 B 10 _WMaraton 

. ' -6 defend - 

ETTlNft 11-10 UfleTlBCkn, 94 Gftdcn Drum, 7-2 Qoesr-Stew, 14- 

1 Alcngwaydon.33-1 Hwrt Hmphray 


3.40 


WARWICK CASTLE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m 2 f 

1 2S2W CDMMANCHECRra((1^(D)MPipe71lB-J|P)lcC»B 

2 ntP-4 PWMITWEPBINYP4) MsDHtoeSlOC DBrfcMer 

3 3P^P3 WHAT IS TKE PLUi (8) B Paarca 8 80 IftS Dnrack (7) 

-3 daetaied- 

BEITBIftM Camnaneha Oeak.7-2 PrioriBnPennK WalteDie 

Ran 


4.10 


3.10 


SAU1SFORD NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3^50 added 2m 3f 

a*NBfT(rafi7)B tens S8C : I s nm Lnng 

4C2- MAZAMEr(lSA)t>®)OONB*4B« .VSlfttsry 


LORD LEYCESTER HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 

1 -2E» ROBERTS TOY f1^ P5(BF) MFfoa 8 Tl D A P McCoy B 

2 GOLDMGO(18){CD)CMPrceiotl5 lft9Dirate(n 

3 OU-ei SOlWFS OCCASIO N (17 ) (1 ^ R Qurfe 4 DSN YWfcnwpn B 
BCTTWG: 1W SqMrete a*tsta^ 7^ OcAtergo. m Mreft-foy 


p A rnvjG^-F UTU R£S MARKET 


Miesque, won the same race 
and Bill Shoemaker won the 
Classic on Ferdinand, his only 
win in the series. The Shoe re- 
mains die winningmost jockey 

in the world, having made 8^83 
w inning trips around the race- 
coure and amassing $123m in 
purses. The most influential 
journey of his life though came 
the year after riding retire- 
ment in 1990. when the vehicle 
he was driving slipped off the 
road and left him paralysed 
from the neck down. 

Shoemaker’s training ca- 
reer also ended in California 
this week when the little man 
announced he could not carry 
on any longer. Like Dick Hern 
on another continent, his in- 
fluence had waned yet his de- 
parture removes a considerable 
block from the fabric of the 
sport. 


November Handicap (I m 4f) 


u^UGradmSKSb) 7-1 7-1 M M 

ZSToMutetotefttetat) 8-1 W 7-1 M 

n p-rtite-nfifttfoi 7-1 M 7-1 M 

H^^iLOmaftaftaii) M 8-1 8-1 9-1 

^m^auicta) B-1 8-1 «4 ftl 

MAriw(iaftdnpM4t4 1M «4 ™ « 

tonulteHwrtULEyftwa^ e-i *-i *i aw 

rv«w Pfttia AteJCed 8d4t>| 20-1 20-1 S-1 20-1 

MslRMrilUtnW »-1 20-1 w 

S^PtototlPCd»«8to 20-1 25-1 20-1 25-1 

•M,eramreMsJte»teLBld6U «-1 25-1 20-1 20-1 

<s^M.Mrtrwfev7St«to 25-1 S-1 20-1 2M 

^ D mpM M ,(GBft*iB.aEt2l4 25-1 25-1 20-1 20-1 

■rtpHJctlM.aaBbf 25-1 33-1 20-1 25-1 

Choir LEW aft 7fo) S-1 S-1 33-1 S-1 

_-hi* ru'd. 7ft IX* 25-1 20-1 20-1 3M 

EacbviyB quasar taakb. pteoasi f. 2. A * (Doncam Saam^ 


Breeders’ Cup Sprint (6ffdirt) 


Hons (tew) 

Coral 

mm mi 

Lftlautes 

Tito 

fetter Sola (PBymBj 

5-1 

5-1 

4-1 

SI 

Pm Ds Ffepooss Ms C Head Ft) 

6-1 

7-1 

6-1 

6-1 

(MARfe»(B)ft GB) 

6-1 

7-J 

SI 

B-1 

EMu«<J9ftad) 

6-1 

7-1 

8-1 

7-1 

WS onto Cat UteftB) 

8-1 

6-1 

6-1 

6-1 

tekGMUSftfer) 

7-1 

7-1 

SI 

7-1 

Crate ftteodlwnotesB) . 

14-1 

SI 

B-1 

14-1 

Kate KJp (HAJotea) 

e-t 

14-1 

SI 

14-1 

NaritwnAfhat(DHotav4 

S-1 

14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

Ctemtos Lite (P CtafftoHjarn. 

E-1 

16-1 

1W 

Si 

Cor*te(BWPaV*n) 

S-1 

IB-1 

9-1 

SI 

H>rafeft<MCtKTtev) 

S-1 

0-1 

16-1 

SI 

Mart Efttorira (WWaffC 

M-1 

SI 

SI 

20-1 

DAkur ID tew Uteri 

S-1 

20-1 

SI 

SI 


Eactmsva quota the sxtts. places. I Z 3{HdywoodPaK 7.3tpmSi*rd!r^ 


Breeders* Cup Mile (Imfturf) 


Horea (Bans) 

Coral 

mnsraia 

ladbratea 

Ibta 

SttiaUMteMUP—afi) 

52 

11-4 

52 

7-4 

OarilWMoa) 

8-1 

7-1 

51 

8-1 

Auft(BBriferi) 

0-1 

8-1 

10-1 

10-1 

BAngsioUSrivfl - 

8-1 

1W 

10-1 

ID-1 

FfetiKtie Mow (D tern Lftas) 

1W 

10-1 

1W 

18-1 

KsteHMn (NT Dotes* 

SI 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

Lucky Coin Pterfedri 

14-1 

0-1 

6-1 

51 

Honor Gfcto (J Day) 

SI 

SI 

16-1 

Si 

Msgrtsn (NDrystoc) 

SI 

SI 

SI 

16-1 

MdEwNfLOctafee) 

SI 

SI 

12-1 

16-1 

Dsesrafed Here g Qosdn QB) 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

SI 

PWtoran(WGreerirari 

SI 

SI 

20-1 

SI 

SovteUins(KMdftjgto-UAE) 

SI 

SI 

20-1 

Si 

IhH Bfemd (K Rohm) 

20-1 

S-1 

SI 

25-1 


Eacthmfe gwterfts odfc pfcras. I. a 3 Qk*fmxxi tet BAOpm. Stented 


Breeders’ Cup Turf ( I m 4f) 


Hens (fate) 

Coral 

WtanHB 

Ladbratea 

feta 

SknnWIM Skate GB) 

54 

h-t) 

arens 

54 

W« Prince y Plcou) 

8-1 

6-1 

51 

152 

Bogfe (Bfldiiz) 

7-1 

7-1 

51 

tl-2 

CMsI Bwhsat (M ftodftQ 

7-1 

SI 

51 

51 

Rag Dows (C Cteman) 

7-1 

SI 

14-1 

14-1 

MMorfenflksCHasd R) 

14-1 

SI 

SI 

Si 

Assd(DOcrk) 

SI 

1S1 

St 

151 

Drees 0Mtea(D tel tj) 

SI 

1S1 

- 

SI 

ffejpootofRMcAraly) 

SI 

SI 

16-1 

Si 

Ops Suite WBontecri 

20-1 

3S1 

251 

251 

fflg Sky CtosNr(B ttra) 

20-1 

33-1 

40-1 

351 

Bucfos Boy (N tatty) 

33-1 

4S1 

43-1 

451 

EactwBf a quaHvihBotkls, places, i. 2, 3 Part, asqoat. Ssamfayi 


Breeders 1 Cup Classic (1 m 2ffdirt) 


Haras (TV**) 

Coral 

UHmHB 

Ladbratea 

Ttati 

Skip Amy (Hffcef 

7-4 

7-4 

74 

OS 

teich Gold p tabnans} 

2-1 

94 

2-1 

51 

Balnas (H Bond) 

ii-a 

St 

92 

51 

tapsty Coasrenter ON Oofese) 

6-1 

d-2 

51 

51 

Dotty (WlftU) 

SI 

1S1 

151 

151 

Wtetoy Marion PAttUri 

SI 

SI 

151 

151 

Dawn TtoAUs{W Mod) 

SI 

20-1 

251 

251 

SavtatolWQmrvran) 

20-1 

33-1 

351 

351 

&c6ftuya octa. pfaccs. IZ3 (HatywpocH^K iD^xi Satartay) J 


RA CING RESULTS 

NEWCASTLE 

1- 20: 1. EPONNE (A Thornton) 10- tl tor, 

2. Tho Rsa) McCoy 14-1 ; 3. Good Judgs 
11-4 10 raft. Vh, K (E BBott, RuahyfonJ) 
Tbla: eiflO: £WQ E22Q EUtt Dual Forecast 
£1320. Computer Straight Forecast £1350. 

itamoa 

130: 1. TULLYMURRY TOFF (E 
CafeglWi] 1-2iav; 2. Tha Energteer30-1; 

3. Strong Bted* 60-1.* ran- 2T, 23. (JJel- 
ferson, MaBon) Itae Eifia Dual Forecast 
E7XXL CSF: P Tim 

Z20: 1. CHARLEY LAMBERT (E li»- 
hsnd) 2-1; 2. Po n tfend Squire 84 tot; 3. 
Latte Duka 7-1 g m. VX IQ (J Macfoa 
Church Brautfiton).^ W k E2S0; CUa CM0, 
E23D Dual Forecast E3D CSRE484 Trio: 
caaq 

2- 50: 1. SPEAKER WEATHERm. (M 
aonnaq) T14; 2 . teower Qsoiga evens fev; 
a OOThe Bru 5-a 3 ran. 7, (tot (O Bren- 
non, Wsrireop). Ttao: £32a DF: E2A0. CSF: 
Q2a 

3J2D: 1. BEST OF ALL (D Poriw) 4-1; 
Z. Buna 4-1; 3. Supartop S-4 tev. 5 ran. 

7, & p Bony CoctariwTri. artrc £520: CZfia 

C19Q DF: CllfiCL CSP. ClSfia Non Rural 
Strang John 

&5<k 1. CROSS CANNON (A S Snflty 
3-1 ; 2. Kiufng Dmm S-1; 3. TApateh W- 
11 1re4 nn. k 3'A- g Vlfeda FtoryHQ. IMk 
sasa DF: £A4Q CSF: C1D70L Non temoR 
TaajHy’n’aJfch. 

Pfecepoc EfiSao. Quadpgt Oteaa 

Ptoca ft £148X2. Pfeca ft £Q48a 

. NOTTINGHAM 

1.10: 1.MONTECRISTO (MfegR Flym) 
3-T; 2. Bold Buster 6-4 tav; a R»uyeJ 8- 
TISranVs'npfrrea.Nwmwtae.Tbte: 

BI20: £ua £Uft £30D Duti Forecast ESS 
Cfompufer SWig* Forecast OSS Tita EJDQ 
Ncn Runner Distal Option 

140: 1. STATAJACK (T Oi*n) 13-2; 2. 
Brighteom 7-2; 3. Esparto 12-1 ib ran. 
H-8 tor Gymcmfc Premiere (4<h) ^ < (D 
Qswonh, Wtacombe). Tote: E5S0; 

£l«t £23tt OM Foracast E2iaa Computer 
StraJgW Forecast £283&Trfo: C2&TO Wrv 

^Ksovshq^^jht tJtw- 

tan) 7-2; 2. KanMhHi* Tf-1; 3. Bonoi- 
22 PboK 2-1 tsw 12 ran. S. nk. (L Cottrafl. 

CJomptont Tote E420;£l9afilB0, Elfitt 

Dual Forecast £7BS0L CSF: £4187. Tricot 
£315) Dio; £31fiQ 

240: 1. FIVE OF SPADES (R Winston] 
W ; 2. fochafong 7-2 ta* 3. DemoRtion Jo 
9-1:4. 71*d Cousin 6-1.1 6 ran. 20-1 StstB- 
^ Fteow ; a (R Fatfeji JUfefem). Tat*. EJ30; 
£taci Elia £2X1, ElfiQ pus] Forecast 
BSMtLCSF: E40AS, DfeBt £21144 Dio: 
£2350. 

^IQll.STRAZO (Dean McKaonn) 4-1: 
Z KMa Sunri887-1;3.Kayvw3-1 tot 17 
8'A, node (UOy HwriBft Utflehamp- 
to^Tterc£840:Eiaft£2Xl£l40 DrnlRxe- 
wt earn Conaxifer SmigM Fbrecnc 
THk £2ua Non Rumor Queer* 
Pageant 

■ 3^ UP W flames |C Ttegua) 12- 
1:2. Gcantote S-1 tor; 3. Omoore Gofd 
&-V. 4. Honeatsad B-l 16 ran. Vh Vh 


4.10:1. BOLD FAITH (KFalon) n41u; 
2. 1M ot Sflvar 16-1; 3. Al RoM M-1; 4. 
Kaffe Koma&B-D-l 18 ran. 1'fc Vh. (W Ifos- 
aon, Nnumartaq. Ibta: fNriO: CiflQ £8201 
5X20, C260 l DF: £Sft7a CSF: £5X0. THc- 
Ott £633JB1 TMk CS2B60. 

Jackpot not won, pool of £56176884 car- 
ried forward to Rodcar today. 

Ptacepot rU9Q Ouadpot Efi2Q 
Pfeca ft £48.17. Pfeca 8-. C33.TO. 

PLUMPTON 

1J0: 1. THE FRENCH FURZE (A P Mo- 
Coy) awns tor 2 . (to da Librare 9-2; 3. 
Tbu^i Act 100-30 9 ran. TL TO. (M rtpeL 
Tbta: 2240c emCUQDfiQ Dura Forecast 
£2Sa CSF: ES43. Trio: C40Q 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rain deer Quest 
(Red car 4.00) 

NB: Alakdar 
(Redcar 3.00) 


2-00: 1. HAL HOO YAROOM (R DfeV 
woody) 4-1; 2. Damn 10-TT fqv; 3. Mon>- 
ory’a Music BO-l 8 ran. nk. cist (R 
AWUSL 1 Tbto; E330; E12Q Etat Cm DF: 
E3.TX CSF: £753. Trio: ES2£Q Non Runnar 
□tetaraStoni 

2J0: 1. NOmiARANGE (B Ftotort fo- 
il fw; 2. Its (JnbstiavMris 2-1; 3. Ryton 
Run 25-1 8 ran. V s dtet (D Grtsaal) Ttote: 
£L7D: £UD ClfiOl DF; £200. CSF; CS02. 

3J30: 1. MAfiGE S7TWT (H Dumxxty) 
TM; Z Itay 8-1; 3. Wke's Music 3-1 )t 
tot 11 ran. 3-1 jl fw Notate Aihtata 'k 3. 
(1*8 A Ktogl IU k £940; £200 £32D £180 
DF: E314Q CSR Etnsa 
350: 1. SUP9UMCK (A P McCoy) &4 
tot; 2. Dr Rocket 8-1; 3. Sherwood Say 
S2.5ran.a Vh (MPipe^Tbts: £180: Slli 
£3BQ DF: Efisa CSF: CTlSk 
Mftl.NATWE SHORE flAKRORyan) 
Tl-« tor, 2. Cabochon U-2; 3. SoAtere 
8-1 7 ran. 2, % (CMm) fota E2D0: £140, 
£320. DF: £700. CSF: E72S. 

P^pot £Bfi& Quadpct £54ft 

Pteso 6: £saa ptacs s otss. 

• Keren Alton, at his Goal British nuf 
meeting in 1W7, icoV his year's total to 202 
whhanrar-16-ldochtonSoverckftfCaurl 
and Bold Faith u No n nigh am yesterday. 


ETOft EiflO Dual Forecast EJOfiQ 
WntoutoSfrei glBFbre caEtamTl Trfoaat 
3*6«2. Trio: E777TO (part won. pool of 
»«72cairtodfonmdloR»d«r2flato- 

Non Items: Salto. Smarter Charter. 
P5-1] vraswflhEfom not trete enters; 
Ms « does not apply 
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With every month, Sky’s grip on the game becomes ever tighter 

— — Several people have suggested not been brought about by Mr Sky was showing matches Sky. The Celtic nations then Sky, with “extended hMgfats”, Halls, the Wrays, the Levetts, hoc *^ ifciwjn _ ^ the nro- 

fflKY M that Great Britain's perfor- Murdoch, he or his earthly which I wanted to see, Leices- dug in and replied that, unless whatever that may mean, on and so forth -and partly by one 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


Several people have suggested 
that Great Britain's perfor- 
mance against Australia In the 
rugby league international was 
the consequence of the decline 
of the game in this country. They 
goon to say that this decline bas 
been brought about, partly at 
any rate, by Rupert Murdoch's 
virtual takeover of the sport. 

Another explanation has 
been put forward; that rugby 
union, at any rate at its top lev- 
els, is now more professional 
than rugby league ever was, and 
that consequently league is the 
poor relation. 

Attaching names such as 
“Bulls", “Warriors" and so forth 
to famous clubs is clearly pret- 
ty silly, as is having matches in 
the summer. Irrespective of 
whether the decline has or has 


not been brought about by Mr 
Murdoch, he or his earthly 
representatives have clearly 
had an effect on the game. 

What will the effect be on 
rugby union? For with every 
month that passes, the grip 
over the game exercised by Sky 
Television becomes ever tighter. 
A few months ago I wrote (hat 
I would hold out for as long as 
I could but that I might have to 
succumb in the end. Well, that 
moment has now arrived. 

It was becoming closer dur- 
ing the Lions tour of South 
Africa, most of which I managed 
to see either on local licensed 
premises or in the pavilion at 
Lord’s cricket ground. When the 
new season began I found I was 
following the same paths, 
though I did not go to Lord's. 


Sky was showing nmtofre s 
which I wanted to see, Leices- 
ter against Bath for example, 
and which I could now see with- 
out making the journey to 
Weifbrd Road. There was the 
Heineken Cup as well. Above 
all, there was the deal the Rug- 
by Football Union had struck 
with Sky. 

A hasty reading of the news- 
paper accounts of a few months 
ago gave a misleading impres- 
sion. So did the headlines' “Eng- 
land's bluff called” and the like. 

The RFU had tried to en- 
ter into a contract whereby all 
England's Five Nations inter- 
nationals, at any rate those in- 
volving Ireland, Scotland and 
Whies (for France has its own 
separate arrangements'), would 
be broadcast exclusively on 


Sky. The Celtic natrons then 
dug in and replied that, unless 
their matches were broadcast 
on terrestrial television, they 
would withdraw from the com- 
petition. “Five Nations saved"; 
or so the headlines claimed. 

Those who read , the account 
rapidly might have been for- 
given for thmiring that the com- 
petition would be not only 
retained in its own form but 
broadcast in the traditional 
manner as part of the BBC’s 
Saturday afternoon Grandstand 
coverage, with uncle Bill 
McLaren and alL 

But this Is to disregard what 
I call the "Twickenham op- 
tion'’ which the RFU has re- 
tained. This means that all 
England's home internationals 
wiU be broadcast exclusively on 


Sty, with “extended highlights”, 
whatever that may mean, on 
independent television later 
on the Saturday. Scotland v 
England at Murrayfield will be 
shown on the BBC, but France 
v England on Sky, though that 
match is in Paris. 

The attendance at interna- 
tional matches will dearly 
remain unaffected Whether the 
attendance at First Division 
matches is less than it would otb- 
erwisebe because of Sty, I do not 
know. I shall certainty stay at 
borne more now on Saturday af- 
ternoons. What is evident, how- 


ever, ts mat attendances generally 
are not sufficiently high to justi- 
fy a fuQy professional game. 

Professionalism is now 
being maintained partly by a 
collection of very rich men - the 


Halls, the Wrays, the Levetts, 
and so forth -and partly by one 
very rich man indeed in Mr 
Murdoch. The possibility of a 
loss of interest by the former 
group has been canvassed of- 
ten enough. But what if Mr 
Murdoch loses his enthusiasm 
for the handling code? He was 
not previously known as a 
devotee. What then? What 
indeed 

At the moment, certainly, 
there is no sign of such a 
withdrawal. though Sky moves 
in mysterious ways. Last Sun- 
day, for instance, a showing of 
Wasps v Newcastle was ad- 
vertised in some papers, 
Whsps v Sale (the match was 
actually being played), in oth- 
ers. What the channel in fact 
showed was a game of ice 


v^negotiateswitiiSty.taldme 


pqn occu — ■ — e — 

Leicester. Even sa why could the 

Sale match not have been broad-. . . 

cast instead? 

One of the two installers 
employed by Mr Murdoch was 
explaining about the card the 
channels and the various but- 
tons. “I suppose you want it for 
the rugby,” be said I assented 
He had no means of knowing 
that I was interested in the 
game - still less that I earned 
part of my living by writing 
about it. Evidently there are no 
flies on Mr Murdoch, or on his 
employees. 


RUGBY UNION 


Best of the 
All Blacks 
may be yet 
to come 
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The really worrying 
aspect of Jonah Lomu’s 
return to international 
rugby union is that he is 
the least of England's 
problems. Chris Hewett 
marks the arrival of a 
36-strong AH Black party 
already being touted as 
the strongest ever to 
leave New Zealand. 


Like all the best story-tellers. 
John Hart had both good and 
bad news for England’s youth- 
fully ambitious top brass as he 
touched base just outside Lon- 
don yesterday. “I'm certainly 
not expecting great things from 
Jonah Lomu on this trip; after 
the medical trouble hes been 
through, it's remarkable that 
he’s on the football field at all" 
the All Black coach confessed 
But then came the punchline. 
**I do think, however, that this 
squad is capable of anything. It 
may be one of the best New 
Zealand sides of all time." 

TypkaL As one All Black bo- 
geyman prepares for a quiet five 
weeks, the other 35 look ready 
to go through the opposition 
like a dose of Epsom Salts. If 
Hart is right and the Christian 
Cullens, Jeff Wilsons, Frank 
Bunces and Carlos Spencers of 
this world catch fire, Clive 
Woodward and the rest of the 
red rose hierarchy may well find 
themselves regarding Mr Lomu 
with an air of wistful nostalgia. 

There was no mistaking the 
sheen of confidence shimmer- 
ing around the party as they 
pitched camp near Windsor 
yesterday and began prepara- 
tions for this Saturday's tour 
opener with Llanelli at Stradey 
Park - the only dub fixture in- 
cluded in an intense nine-match 
programme featuring two full 
Tests with England and others 
against Ireland and Wbles. 

Hart took the opportunity to 
get in a couple of early excus- 
es - “We wanted two Tests, not 
four, and I think it's ludicrous 


that such huge demands should 
be placed on players who have 
not had a break since February" 
- but he spoke with the assur- 
ance of a man who has no need 
of a safety neL 

“Yes, I think we have an ex- 
ceptional team here. Tve always 
considered it a waste of time to 
make comparisons across gen- 
erations; across different eras, 
because the rules have changed 
and the standard of opposition 
has increased. But the poten- 
tial of this squad is vast and I 
see see no end to the things it 
can achieve. 

"We make mistakes and 
we're very self-critical - quite 
honestly, I don't think we've 
managed to sustain our best 
rugby fora full 80 minutes - but 
we're coming here off the back 
of eight big Test wins and I 
expect us to maintain our lev- 
els of performance." 

Intriguingly, Hart went out 
of his way to dispel any notion 
of frailty in what appears to be 
an ageing All Black pack. Sean 
Fitzpatrick, Olo Brown, Ian 
Jones and the Brooke brothers, 
Robin and Zinzan, are all on 
the wrong side of 30 and the 
coach admitted he had come 
under some pressure to reach 
for the bus passes and pension 
books, but he insisted that, 
Zinny apart, all the old-stagers 
had identified the 1999 World 
Cup as a realistic objective. 

“I just don't share the view 
that they’re past it," Hart said. 
“Zinny is going at the end of 
this tour - we’ve known that for 
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Sean Fitzpatrick, the captain, looks ahead to the All Blacks’ nine-match tour at yesterday's press conference in Windsor Photograph: Peter Jay 


some time ~ and Sean is 
beginning to pick up the son of 
injuries he's never had to con- 
tend with before. But Td say a 
dear majority of the pack will 
be there in ’99. This is an 
experienced All Black side, 
not an old one. 

“I'm all for injecting new tal- 
ent into the Test side but it's an 
evolutionary thing. I don't be- 
lieve in driving a successful 
(earn to the very end and then 
start rebuilding on a wholesale 
basis. As far as I'm concerned, 
rebuilding doesn't come into it 
if the selectors have been do- 
ing their job correctly. 

“When I took over in *95 I 
had hundreds of letters telling 
me l should drop Fitzy, Zinny, 
Frank Bunce and Michael 
Jones, i think you'll agree 


they've all gone pretty well for 
us over the last two years." 

Lomu, a veritable spring 
chicken at 22, was suitably low 
key about his prospects of mak- 
ing any of the four Tfest line-ups. 
Knocked sideways both by a 
rare kidney complaint and a 
particularly "horrific" - Hart’s 
word - course of medication, 
the outsized wing has played 
only two full games and two 40- 
minute halves since returning to 
active service last month. *Tm 
not back to full speed yet but I'm 
working on it,” he said yester- 
day. “HI be happy to find my 
feet a gain in the midweek side.” 

Tana Umaga, one of Lomu’s 
direct rivals for the No 11 shirt, 
has also had his fair share of fit- 
ness trouble, albeit of a far less 
distressing nature. “Tana came 


closest to missing the trip be- 
cause ofa serious foot tnjmy, but 
thanks to the efforts of the med- 
ical team and the responsible way 
he bas approached his own re- 
covery, he’s here," Hart said. 
"There is not a single player in 
this parly who is unavailable for 
the game with Llanelli.” 

Hart intends to field a shad- 
ow Tfest side at Stradey - "We 
asked for the fixture because we 
don't want our top guys playing 
the Irish in Dublin first up"- but 
will not confirm his line-up un- 
til tomorrow. However, much of 
the fascination of this tour lies 
in the performances of the so- 
called (fin-trackers: Todd Miller, 
the “new Cullen” from Waika- 
to; Aaron Hopa and Todd 
Blackadder, the blind-side un- 
derstudies to Taine Randell; 


Steve Surridge, the Cambridge 
Blue No 8 from Canterbury; and 
Anton Oliver, an explosive 
hooker from Otago. 

"Some of the big names 
know they are under pressure 
because we have a batch of 
youngsters putting their hands 
up for consideration," Hart 
said. "I think the gap between 
the two hemispheres is closing 
but when I look at England, I'm 
concerned at the shortage of 
English players in the top-line 
club sides. That's no way to 
develop a national team." 

And by way of hammering 
home the point. Hart revealed 
at least six prime contenders for 
the 1999 World Cup squad bad 
been left in New Zealand to 
quietly concentrate on tbeir own 
development. Scary. Very scary. 


More misery for Wasps as cup draw throws up a visit from Harlequins 


Wisps, who have suffered three 
successive league defeats, were 
dealt a further blow yesterday 
when they were drawn at home 
in the only afl -Premiership One 
tie against Harlequins as the top 
division clubs entered the 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup. 

Harlequins are one of eight 
Premiership One clubs drawn 
away, including the holders 


Leicester and 10-times win- 
ners Bath, but they will have no 
fears about travelling to Loftus 
Road, where they won in the 
league last season. 

London Scottish will have 
to sort out a fixture clash with 
Richmond, their co-tenants 
at the Athletic Ground, who 
have been drawn against 
Doncaster. 


National League One side 
Doncaster - the equivalent of 
the fifth division - have come 
through all three rounds by 
beating Scunthorpe, Notting- 
ham and lynedaJe. 

The other Yorkshire clubs 
are also away, with Whkefield 
at West Hartlepool and Rother- 
ham at Bracknell. 

The Premiership leaders. 


Newcastle, host Exeter, while 
Saracens will make the short 
journey across London to 
Blackheath. 

There is an ali-East Mid- 
lands Derby at Northampton, 
who host Bedford, while 
Gloucester, London Irish. Bris- 
tol and Sale from Premiership 
One are all on their travels. 

TETLEY’S BITTER CUP Fourth round; 
Mfeaps v Karieqrts Moseley v Safe: Cam- 


bariey v Newtvy; Fytda » ftwaSyn Parte; 
Cowrfty v Leicester: Stt*nul v Ranartam; 
Nwcasoa v Eider; BtocWieaflr v Saracens; 
Worcester y Bristol. Rfcttmond * Doncast- 
er Wist Knttapool » WitoWd: Rugpy tr 
Reading; Manchester v London Irish; Lor- 
don Scottish v Bath; North a mpton y Bed- 
lord; London Welsh v Gtouceetet This to be 
ptayad 3 January 1998. 

• Doddie Weir has been ruled 
out of Scotland's international 
with Australia on 22 November, 
despite continuing to play for 
his club, Newcastle, with a 
recurring back injuiy. 


New Zealand tour party 

Puil-bacfcK Christian CUan (Central 
VKkigs). Todd Mfer (Wakato) 

Wtngc Jonah Lorru (Conttes). (Sen Os- 
borne (North Harbor), Tana Umaga 
(VteSngfcjn). J off Wfcor? (Otago). 
Centres: Frank Bunco (North Harbour), 
Alama teremta (WuSngtDnl Walter Uttta 
(North Hartxxjr), Scott McLeod (WuISng- 
tan). Jeremy Stantey (Auckland). 
OUMMWMMk Anteaw Morirterm (Can- 
teruryt Cartos Spencar (Auckland). 
Scmm-haivm: JUstin Marshall (Canter- 
bury). Jon Preston (Wafcigton), Mark 
Roonson (North Harbour). 

Props: Mark Alan (Central Wrings). 
Con BarreB (Canterbury), Olo Brawn 
(Auckland), Cra^g Dowd [AucMwkQI Gor- 
don Slater (Taranaki). 

Hookers: Sean Fitzpatrick (Auckland, 
rapt) Norm Hewitt (Southfand) Anton 
Oliver lOtagoy 

Locks: Hobin Brooto (Auckland) Charles 
R hnl« fciM n (Auckland) ten Jonas (North 
Harbour), Mark Cookaley (WAao) 
Fbnkare: Tbod Bactaddar (Qarowtxiy) 
Ancfcetv Btawerc (Auckland}. Mark Carter 
(AucMandl Aaron Hopa fWrtrtcA Josh 
KrantakJ (Otago) wa Randal (Otago). 
Nto 8 k Zhzan Brooks (Auddand) Steve 
Surridge (Canterbury) 
manager Mm Banka. 

Coach: John Hart 


Tour itinerary 

Saturday 8 November IJaneS, Stradey 
Park. UaneR. 6pm. 

Tuesday 11 November Wales A, GastJtf 
Athtedc, 730pm. 

Saturday IS NovotnlMf; Ireland. Lane- 
downs Road, 3pm (to M confirmed). 
'Tuesday 18 November: Emerging Bw- 
tand. McAlptoa Stadunv HuoderafleM, 
745pm. 

Saturday 23 Nove m ber. England, Old 


TbMday 25 November. England Rug- 
by Partnership XV, Ashton Goto, Bristol 
745pm. 

Seturday 28 November: Wales. Wam- 
bfey Staaun, Spm (to bo canfStnata i 
Tuesday 2, December England A. 
745pm, Leicester ftjgby Football CUl 
S aturday 6 Dece mb er: England. Twick- 
enham, 5pm 


: RUGBY LEAGUE 

; Huddersfield 
| take over 
from Paris 

j Paris will be replaced by Hnd- 
i dersfiekl next season as what was 
j the European Super League 
j becomes, for the time being, a 
j purely English operation. 

The League’s board of " 

: directors has decided that Hud- 
I dersfieid, who finished second 
: in the First Division last season, 

\ will be promoted for 1998. - 

Paris and an application . 
i from Swansea are earmarked ' 
i for possible inclusion in 1999, 
i when Super League wants to 
i expand to 14 dubs. 

The loss of Paris - even if 
i temporary - is a blow for the 
i credibility and European cre- 
| dentials of the competition. 

:• however, "We need a .little \ 

; more time to prepare and 
j realise that Super League is a 
■ very competitive division," 
j Jean-Paul Ferre, the Paris pres- . 
i ident, said diplomatically. "I am 
j confident that we will be seri- 
j ous contenders in 1999.” 

The chairman of the;. 

■■ Swansea consortium, Neil Mo 
j Gure, said: "We were excited 
; about the prospect of compet- ■ 
j ing in Super League in 1998, 
j but we have accepted the ad- 
; vice of the RFL.” 

Great Britain’s Tfest flops are ' 

; to be given the chance. to re- 
? deem themselves at Old Traf- 
; ford this Saturday. The tide’s 
: head coach, Andy Goodway, 
j will today name an unchanged 
| squad for the second match of 
I che British Gas series. a, 

The hope this time, howev- w* 
: er, is that the Bradford Bulls 
j frill-back, Stuart Spruce, will be 
: fit after an ankle injuiy that kept 
; him out of the 38-14 defeat by 
; Australia at Wembley. 

There are even hopes that 
; lestyn Harris could come into 
: contention, despite' being 
j initially ruled out of all three 
; games because of a back injuiy. 

: His condition is being re- 
■; assessed in the light of Britain’s 
i poor performance in the series 
j opener. 

Great Britain can forget all 
about drafting in Keiron Cun- 
ningham. The St Helens hook- 
er's hernia is worse than first 
thought and could require a sec- 
ond operation. That leaves 
Goodway's room for manoeu- 
vre within his squad limited, al- 
though including the St Helens 
scrum-half or stand-off, Sean 
Long, somewhere in the 1 7 for 
Old Trafford is au obvious 
possibility. 
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on Villa vs Athletic Bilbao live from 7:15 tonight on 
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Leeds deter 
Hangers from 
Graham bid 


Leeds have moved to ward off 
any attempt by Rangers to ap- 
pro«:h their manager, George 
^Graham, by preparing to offer 
% hun a new, improved contract. 

Graham and Newcastle’s 
are believed to 
be high on Rangers’ wanted list 
to succeed VAUter Smith, who 
is to leave his job at the end of 
the season. 

Peter Ridsdale, the Leeds 
chairman, said: “We have had 
absolutely no contact from 
Rangers. Before all this Mew up 
I had informal discussions with 
George about extending and 
improving his existing contract . 

“1 expect to see it through 
to a satisfactory conclusion and 
we wfl] be holding further talks 
with George in the very near 
future.” 

•V S Graham’s present contract 
a * EUand Road has a season 
and a half to run. He said; “The 
link with Rangers is pure spec- 
ulation. There has been no 
contact with them whatsoever.” 

The Football Association 
has said it is to take no further 
action over claims by the Tot- 
tenham midfielder David How- 
ells that players had won up to 
£30.000 in a betting coup on the 
Lime of a game's first throw-in. 

An FA spokesman said that 
Howells had been asked to 
clarify his comments, but had 
actually been referring to 
“anecdotal evidence from a 
game in the late 1980s" and did 
, mol have any solid proof of 
■wrongdoing. 

The FA also defended itself 
from calls ever the weekend by 
the West Ham manager, Har- 
ry Redknapp. for any players 
found to have been guilty of 
putting money on opponents - 
following last week’s report 
into betting in the profession- 
al game - to be named. 


Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, is 
confident Ryan Giggs wiD be fit 
to face Feyenoord in tomor- 
row’s Champions* League 
match in Rotterdam. 

Giggs has a slight hamstring 
injury and missed Saturday's 
6*1 win over Sheffield Wednes- 
day at Old Thafford. hut Fer- 
guson expects him to ready for 
the Group B match. Denis 
Irwin, who is having treatment 
on 3 thigh strain, is the only 
doubtful starter. 

The Everton defender 
Slavcn Bilic and John Grego- 
ry, the Vfycombe manager, 
have been fined for comments 
they made to referees. 

The FA found the Croat in- 
ternational guilty of a miscon- 
duct charge and fined him 
£1,000 for remarks he made to 
Graham Poll during Everton’s 
match against Newcastle at St 
James' Park on 24 September. 

The FA fined Gregory £500 
and severely censored him for 
comments he made to Sieve 
Bennett during Wycombe’s 
match against Preston at 
Adams Park on 27 September. 

Coventry are set to sign the 
Bosnian international Enes 
Demerovic from the Slovenian 
champions Gorica. The 25- 
year-old midfielder, who played 
for Sarajevo before the Bosn- 
ian war, has impressed while 
playing in practice matches for 
the Midlands club. 

Brighton have been forced 
to put their four best-paid 
players up for sale because of 
a cash crisis. 

The Seagulls’ new board, 
led by chairman Dick Knight, 
have made veteran strikers Ian 
Baird and Craig Maskell and 
defenders Mark Morris and 
John Humphrey available for 
transfer. 


Kinkladze still a Maine man 


Georgi Kinkladze has reaf- 
firmed his commitment to 
Manchester City and denied 
claims that he is unhappy at 
Maine Road. 

The Georgian midfielder is 
determined to play in tonight’s 

- First Division match with Port 
Vale, despite having 36 stitch- 
es in his back following an ac- 

- cident last week in which he 
wrote off his Ferrari. Kinkladze 

I said; “I want to play and I want 
* people to know that I am still 
. very happy to play for City.” 


Lee Bradbury has not re- 
covered from a back injury sus- 
tained playing for England’s 
Under-21 side, while fellow City 
striker Uwe Rosier will have a 
fitness test on his injured ankle. 

Nottingham Forest, the Fust 
Division leaders, face Bury at 
Gigg Lane without their 
defender Craig Armstrong, 
who pick up a groin injury in 
Saturday’s win over Crewe, but 
goalkeeper Dave Beasant is 
close to completing his trans- 
fer from Southampton. 



tennis 


Mexico’s Luis Hernandez (left) pushes the ball past the United States defender Thomas Dooley during Sunday night's 
World Cup qualifier at the Azteca Stadium. The Mexicans qualified for the finals next year after the 0-0 draw. The Unit- 
ed States can also qualify if El Salvador and Costa Rica both fail to win their games at the weekend Photograph: Reuter 

Little criticises Southgate’s comments 


Aston Villa are not having the 
best build-up to tonight's Uefa 
Cup match with Athletic Bilbao, 
after their manager, Brian 
Little, criticised Gareth South- 
gate over his attack on (he dub’s 
transfer policies. 

little said he had taken his 
captain's comments “very per- 
sonally” and would “quite pos- 
sibly” consider disciplinary 
action after the game. 

However, the Villa manag- 
er insisted that Southgate, who 
signed a new four-year contract 
last season, would play against 
the Spaniards and would retain 
the captain’s armband. 

Southgate had said: “When 
I signed a new contract. I said 
I would only sign if the squad 
improved. At this moment it 


hasn't happened. Unless the 
dub matches the ambitions of 
the top players, you lose the 
best players. They don't hang 
around. They wifi think long 
and hard about the situation.” 

little countered: “1 get used 
to criticism. It’s part of the busi- 
ness. But when it cranes from 
your own players it is very dis- 
appointing. What has been said 
has been aimed at the team. I see 
the team as my responsibility so 
I take it veiy personally. It was 
directly aimed at myself. 

“At this moment the one 
thing we need is for everybody 
to concentrate on their own 
fobs. Then we might start to set- 
tie things down and win a few 
more games. Garetfr is a high- 
profile player an^ when he 


says things like he has done 
then it has an influence. I 
spoke to him after training 
and told him I had taken what 
he had said very personally 
and would be making the same 
sort of statement to the media. 

“He was upset, but I have 
told him that the important 
thing for him to do was to go 
home, get some sleep and get 
ready to play on TUesday. If any- 
thing needs to be addressed 
about this situation, I will do it 
after the game. As regards dis- 
ciplinary action I don’t know. 
It is quite possible, but I will 
mull things over.” 

Little is now facing the task 
of frying to motivate his play- 
ers after Saturday's disap- 
pointing 2-0 home defeat by 


Chelsea, but his job could be 
made easier by the surprise 
return . of Stan CoUymore. 

The former Liverpool strik- 
er had been expected to be 
ruled out after a nose operation, 
but Little is optimistic that 
Collymore wi H be at least able 
to play some part in the game. 

“Stan has trained and joined 
in an eight-a-side game and 
wants to be involved on Tues- 
day. I would suggest that he will 
be involved in some way," 
Little said. 

The goalkeeper Mark 
Bosnich underwent a fight train- 
ing session despite aknee injury 
yesterday, but striker Dwight 
Yorke has been passed fit after 
having six stitches in a thigh 
injury received on Saturday. 


Liverpool determined to make 


history and avoid humiliation 


Paul Ince has promised that 
Liverpool will go all out for an 
early goal as they tty to avoid 
European humiliation tonight. 
They go into their Uefa Cup 
meeting at borne to Racing 
Strasbourg 3-0 down from the 
first leg, and to progress in the 
competition they will have to cre- 
ate dub history by pulling back 
a three-goal European deficit for 
the first time. 

“Wfe know what we have to 
do, we will give everything we 
have, then you never know what 
might happen,” the Liverpool 


captain said. “Ws need an ear- 
ly goal, of course, and we have 
to keep it tight for the first 
period certainly. An early goal 
for them would finish the tie.” 

“The longer the game goes 
on, and the more we have to 
push forward, die more gaps that 
will leave for them to exptahL So 
we have to be careful, but impose 
ourselves on the game. 

“They surprised us by play- 
ing, three up front in the first leg, 
we didn’t expect that They did 
it and they got the early goal 
winch gave them the lift. I believe 


after that we played the better 
football before letting ourselves 
down again and letting them 
have a second goaL It was always 
hard from then on with us chas- 
ing the game. 

“I suppose if we don’t gpt 
something early, it will mean 
throwing everything at them in 
the second half throw caution 
to the wind and go for it” 

The Liverpool manager, Roy 
Evans, emphasised that they 
would go into the game with a 
positive attitude. 

“There’s no point in going to 


thegame if we don’t think we can 
(to it," he said. “We have got to 
win by a big score, that’s a 
mountain, but mountains are 
there to be climbed." 

Evans has no injury proHems, 
which means that Karlheinz 
Riedte and Patrik Berger will 
again be in contention, although 
it is unlikely that Liverpool will 
start with a different side to the 
one that drew 1-1 at Bolton, 
which means that Robbie Rwler 
and Michael Owen wfll lead the 
attack. 

-Paul Wo&er 


Henman made 
to battle for win 


Tim Hemnan overcame a 
shaky start to secure a first- 
ttnmd vietcay over American 
qualifier David Wheaton at 
the Stockholm Open 
yesterday- 

The British No 2, who 
lost his chance last week to 
qualify for next week’s ATP 
Championship in Hannover, 
won 1-6, 6-1, 7-6. Greg 
Rusedski was also a winner, 
beating the Swede, Niddas 
jKkdti, 7-6, 6-4. 

Henman pulled himself 
together after dropping the 
first set against Wheaton, 
whose frequent injuries have 
dropped him down the 
world rankings to No 150. 

“I felt like I was just go- 
ing through the motions in 
the first set,” said Henman, 
who was facing Wheaton 
for the first time. 

“He played well in the 
first set, but I suddenly felt 
that I wanted to salvage 
something from this match. 
I was disappointed last week 
in Paris. It was pride of per- 
formance for me here.” 

Henman fought back for 
two breaks of Wheaton's 
serve in the second set and 
had to battle for victory in 
the third and final set. which 
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featured four breaks of serve 
in the first six games and 
finally went to a lie-bTeak. 

Henman failed to take 
advantage of three match 
points before claiming 
victory on his fourth with a 
drop volley, from which the 
American's lob landed long, 

Henman joined Cedric 
PioVine in the second round, 
the Frenchman defeating 
another American, Richey 
Reneberg, 64. 64. 

The British No J, Greg 
Rusedski, has retained his 
fifth place in the world rank- 
ings issued by Lhe ATP Tour 
yesterday. 

The Dutch player Caro- 
line Vis, disqualified from 
Sunday's Kremlin Cup 
women's doubles final fra in- 
sulting the umpire, will also 
be fined for her outburst, a 
spokeswoman for the Russ- 
ian organisers said yesterday. 

Vis and her partner. 
Yayuk Basuki of Indonesia, 
the second seeds, were trail- 
ing 5-3 in the first set to the 
top seeds, Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Natasha Zvere- . 
va, when Vis argued with the 
umpire over a line call and 
was ordered to leave the 
court 


IAAF plan Super League 


The lucrative Golden Four 
series in Oslo, Zurich, Brus- 
sels and Beilin has been 
ended to make way for a Su- 
per League to be launched 
by the International Ama- 
teur Athletic Federation. 

The series, which shared 
20 one kilogramme gold bars 
between athletes who won 
their event in all four meet- 
ings, was launched in 1993. 

A spokesman for the 
IAAF confirmed the plan, 
but said it was undear when 
it would start although it 
should be up and running by 
1999- “The idea is to have 
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fewer meetings, but all the 
important ones concentrated 
in the Super League,” he said. 

“There should be around 
10 and the meetings of (he 
Golden Four will naturally be 
part of iL The idea is to have 
a Super League including the 
current Golden Four meet- 
ings, not a Super League as 
well as the Golden Four.” 

The only possible diffi- 
culty is working out the tele- 
vision rights, and IAAF 
members will be briefed 
shortly on what progress 
has been made in negotiat- 
ing new rights. 


Woods sets the ball rolling 


BSCoMI 

Egypt ! 

England 3 

Duncan Woods set England 
on their winning way in the 
first of the five-Test series in 
Cairo yesterday with his sixtb- 
minute follow-up at a penal- 
ty comer. 

' Russell Garcia put them 
further ahead at another 
penally corner 20 minutes 


later, and three minutes af- 
ter thau Cal urn Giles scored 
from open play. Mohammed 
Sayed pulled a goal back. 

E&pc Hatom QanS, 1-fcaoom Hassan; fity 
ran B Sayed, Arm Fattdi Abd 0 Khricfc 
teapnTMrer Aba Mo- 

hamad SajfOd; Itevnoid San* MtfoniN 
Sant Mjsa Sayed Sub* used: Mired Zbn- 
hom, Bred Amena Orama tasnneJn 
Enrfwfc 8 Ureoti (tearing). AHuuphray 
(Carwxfcl J wyn flWrfngl jWata 
(H3M, Th» HtaguaX B Wuugh (Souhgaifc, 
1X9)1): D Wood* (5outhgrtBl J PMcocfc 
(Cannock), a Stowna (Souftgoe); C May- 

da (HDM, The Hague! Suba used: 
Maflpred Kodur (Beedng), C GSM (KZ. 
The Haguy. B Damn (East Orcaiad) 
B Sftatpa {Camxh) 

Unufrre; Itotmed Shared fEgypU and 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 


anon* 36 San D®ga 

Oakland K CUcaCJO B WUshngan 31 

Basketball 

John VWfltft the LorKipn 

bating scorer, misses FrK^v®tto 


two weeks ago. 

The Engfeh Basketoal £«?«****] 

TODAY’S FIXT URES 
Foot ba ll 

rjDuotosssfiM- 

sicOMDROUND SKWJDLEG 

Adw, um» /q vAtfOaSe BflboU “ 

LJirapool <tTv swtKwre 

Otoe fla* w 

mm TbBsi (01 v SpOrtnfl ffJr'Vaiv 


Palace that left the south Wales 
hosts' Mesy Lender with eye and fa- 
cial injuries. Lender needed several 
stitehes and te Btely to ba out of so- 
ttan for a month after the match fine 

feat, while Rebels are waiting to 

obtain a video of toe match which may 

hope w» shed some Wit on how 
Lender^ Injuries came about 
lOA: Detroit !M N0« Tor* BB. Orlando m 
Breton 9ft Houston 88 Sacramento 77. 

Cricket 

Brian Lara yesterday- s cored hfo 
aDOOth run in one-day mtemaborKUs 
as West Indies ran up a record 283 


«in vofliri — 

nt fti fiDt: 


a an-. » vi 


(745): B V 

ca* WLeodun a V CU> W pu> 

WTtONWEKMTBMX LfiAOUE 

SSSsapa!= 

ttis sss$ £== 

Wtst SronaHch * Mordfcfi (TM) 


second DIVISION 

Blackpool v Northwnpton 



MfrnBv Fulham jftg) — 

&sks&= 

VMsafl v (tirfmahy (M5) — 

Wiwdramvpoummmum 

Ybrtc v Pnmton (7.46) — — 

■mmoDJVBjON 

Doocartorv Cardiff 

B want ff * m nanmxw* ■ ■■■■ ■; * . - 

•Offfftxif v DarBnfltort (7 AS) — -* 


record total was to no avaB as South 
Africa reached toe target with tt bafa 
to spare Nttkig 297 tor tie losa of fiw 
wiefcete. 

TheAcetralBn Cricketers' Association 
Is befewed to have sat a tentative date 
of 19 December lor an Hstoric strflte 
if negoti a tions between themselves 
and the Austrafan Cricket Board fail 
to end the depute over pay and con- 
ditionsL 

Gtemorgsn havB signed the Wtorees- 
tershire wicketkeeper ismal Dawood 
as cover for first cnofce Adrian Shav 
following the departure of Coin Mat- 
son last week. 


Wttra, FVB Mambora Cup Hratnxmfc DU- 
wtch Hsmtat v Wnowntari GwtEan frwur- 
m» Cop aucond rnundiAkJai^xJt Vam r 

.■gnMSBBMBS 
^W 3 SSa«K 3 !BS 

n; Hampton *VWion & Harafcam; 
v Owtefcl Otyr Romtad v Chartaey 
l : Sutton Utd V Uxtrtfea: Thodno 
immnv Carnbarlay Thwn 
UNBONO LEAGUE Prwntor KvWwc Lav 
casar vWnstad Utd Hrat DMutarcGrijaJ 
Hannood Hwn vCcn^donTbmi; Uwto.W 
v Earfwood tom: wS* &¥ * Wsd*fl*on: 

.WWonAWonvBebarlbwn; — 

v Fataiw Cdfc Qi 
n*m± ^wraymoor Utfl v wnny wm 
DR ItARTENS LEAGUE PramtarOMNoir 
Aamtxrn v Hatasowan MicMdiMB rv 
Bah fMS: KkvTa bum * Grerfay (7AS). 

SoatiMRi 


;Vkymoulh 

mvivHNtyv'^r 

mvaseiwmiM rMtE^ 
v tteafit: WU» v rttogdon Boiaqfi; Da- 

vbgfifown vCMpperhsm wun 


Rnlhg, I E Haoht PRRoWN SKWetisl MS 
KaapRMtez.G McGMh, A J Betel 


SHEFREU) SMBJ) Aral dw of tow); IM- 
bauna:CkJMnatandS3i arxj 4 j 3 tor 9 dac (U 

, J p Mih0f v7};Vi qM rt a 3*fcf9 

M Jonaa einU) and 30 far l MWcti 

Awn. Hotrertt HarranN 36BJpf fieteo 

deo; Wbetam Auatrala WI lor 3 dnc Uo Aiigei 
SQ m) 3B7 tar 4 (U E Huncy H*! 6 H Meb- 
tyn Ol T M Moody TSnoV WMtam AuMraSa 


bum BHcADuarM 
(CeU^CBurtaya 

SGonuufflfNtXim^B 

Q ueMtatarfCwereyii* 

J lioNaxm (Coflicl A Ualn (St 




Football 

Nottingham Forest have putat-year- 
old winger Chris Aten on the trans- 
fer Ssl. 


■!■■■» 

Gon*n (Rnnoors). 

Boyd CCeMciCC^B 
ty (batYlIlta* (UVcnwr). 


Don- 

fRangarODWrirfHawts). 

iASESocom^flMnddnw: 

OMxnFMBraireBrawayvMhenonLftSae- 
hum Rnd Star v Cha*fcrton; Roreandato UW 
V Ton AuckWid Town V Cur- 

zon Aaf-1. AmBDQipo VtcMBat or Wet />*K- 
mant CsHe v Daraby UhX North Fwitoy UW 
v Hrtcn Ftefeac *Nw*own v Brfag ban; Wm- 
r*i|^ i * * * v RMnvFoiiionVkitoriKK)3^DHMh- 
kwe or HIM NawmSa v BnfowMti; Nunn** 
’bwveuscraiglvStodUonvawrfliatMoGs- 
!ay AfC v Jarraw FtooOng Bc*)on CA- Yhack- 
Bomnwab: Victana HaUbun or 
f-to-StiBoi-Tbrni v BUnQhmm Town; 


arLnmOBvKkvHMhorWbraaBUftScfo- 
viftoM naefonora: Banual v Boacon Tcwm 

Kiypanfloy Vtaorta * Stamfenrll 

v Wonoaaor ADMco: Oadby 
IMSWwUW » Wrort*nr Banach lbwr> 
v Dfas Tbwn.^tocaaiW vHnon; Huctoul TOm 
vStouportSwmaiAflMoRllmnMddidvUt- 
ttBftairetor "fown; DW Town v Gro« WWrartig 
Bgiara ShoraNra v &Jdbuy Twin; Mdw 
Utd v &)QK’ r™ Saw Bar'kmn v WNt- 
atBtfe Fawraham Torn v Banwad Ath- 

Wa BnUUraa Tbwti v Conconj Rangus; 
F^aoelmn&'iWBoonOavCharaii'fiKnxhiar- 
& Potedonv Fctaatoitt Waa; CrttxasxG 
WMtiMfetiiMlNBfiMF 3 ' v toofino A 

bjoh or vbit) v 
[yVHdcCwn- 




bortey Tbufft v Corinlfitan; 
stBBd Tbwn: SawtiMbm 
Buobh Hi Hmhi wear 




TownwawtWO: 
— • —vj hamt Suctwy 
Hscfctwf Hsath; Sown utd v 
Tbwn: Nqntwood « vytaodbhdgB 


sponsorship money from the eteo- 
tronics company Racat who ara also 


rations lor toe Sydney Games to the 
year 2000. 

Rugby Union 

SCOTLAND INTBtNATIDNAL SQUAD {tor 
Marions on Sand 12 Noaonbu): Backs Q 




ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hist DtvWon: [Xnatan Fodondton 
v South ShaidK Eoaingtai v Nort — Mon; 
MorpstfiRamvSadkigtonTiarTleiBifM'Lw 
Tbwi v Consott. 

UHLBPOfTT UNITED COUNTES LEAGUE 
Premisr DMakm: Bosun v Starntmi; Buok- 
‘ “ nhMvSu* 

. HoMach v 

. Eynaobury; KerrpaBn vWiday; Btocfcatane v 
Bourne; Panon v Ford Sparfaj St Nbms v 
Northampton Spancar Cortjy v Loofl Buck- 

SCHfiWHX DlfUtoT LEAGUE Prsmtef DL 
«WaKBadNMUtdvlringoMlaUUtd;Bria- 
tal Manor Ftem v Pariion iwon> 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier W- 
vMoa: DteEwn vHaton; EhrCKyvUbod- 
brtdgs fown; Gnat UtaTnouto ram v Tlpirae 
UtnuMSMoftliwiv 


JEWSOH WESSEX LEAGUE Fhel Dfui- 
akn AnkNa-v/dcMHtuy; Bmwton Hash 
Hart v Bournemouth; Wlrroama lbun v Afc 
■foltav 

NORTH WEST COUVIRS LEAGUE Hat Dt- 




Veahal 0». IteMMdaiaUW v Atherton Ilk 
Whrrinfltor Tbtm v Burtcougti. 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hnt Di- 

vision: Langney Sports v Saittton Uttt LB- 
UNmropton then v Hassodw Poghan v 
CNch ari ar tty; Shoraham v Seism- John 
O’Hara Laaran Cup: Oakwood v 
YMCA. 

VretSTDNLfiADKENTLEAGUEnMDM- 

atomHyt»VMvDealTbwrcTvrtrti»'«afc 

v CtDchenhR; WNBtabla "Bawn v Graaraaicti 
Borough. 

SWRNOFF BUSH LEAGUE Pramhw Uvi- 
Non: Ards v OtuaMara; Bafcmara v Ghnoion; 
CVtonvtiB v Cotarine; Gtartowt v Oiratfi 
foam; Fortadown v UrAfo. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBJNATION FM» 
vtaton: Aisenal u Crystal Palfifie (24. 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCH: Cartridge Unhnstfiy v 
Sanranscnq. 

Basketball 

EUROCUP: Erida Lcndon 'Knwra w Hapoai 

aKWPn 

Ice hockey 

SraeRLEAGUE: Nottingham Panthers v 
Bradawl Bees (730). 




rasmTSianmj 


y f ; ^ ■ ' ifcw 1 i ti ' 1 V i V 


panham Iwn or Darin 'Sam vAndOMr rnwar- 
ton Dmn v MangoMrit Utd: fetdport v 
SrtoraJor Tbwn: ‘touiiten tan v Mmwaadd 
UttThaWren than v IMoar; BAT Sports v 
Tbwti; LymtaOton AFC v Bemanon 
Haath; HartatyAn EndWtf) or Nswfauy AFC 
v Coana Sporia MaftSsfa to pAyad on Sri 
unlay 22 nd Nowmbec 

Golf 

TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 

sms 

RTSfiftLAabaii) 7268 era znykw Shch 

(rin 70 ID TO 70: 3 Koch BS SB 7 * 7 S 281 T 
Ice hockey 

!^P NM^ aD^a(i»;Peiita4Am. 
hekn 3; Boston 9 Ottawa i ■ Qfcnjo 3 PBta- 
btmh t; Ptnanb: 9 

Paralympics 

Great Brftatob paredympfodtolsntt 

at next March* VAttar Games Bt . 
Nb 0 »io, Japan, wfe be backed by 


TENNariSVHVET CUP TtilnLroiind thaw: 




SNmRSaMrfcvMtaat 


Rvfotok; 

Wuidivf ... . 

RAPInsatamauSi _ 

« Soo^ wrw v Gfcsnow itoto 

v^Ownben^ Be>^ v HMatgFP; Horn 
PtfiSf 0*«*eo HSf=P V Stmrerth 

Marne* Fp; wgJawnahkv v Khnortans; Dm- 
fomEna v Knotty. MKSaa Cctacm FP v Kl- 
mwrwck; Jod-Forattw LOcMenHMdngton 

'.lesasaesaagM 

V Du* FHdrtc v Suharatt*; Alta » Ataantaac 
CaslaohlravL«<Btflwtrt*iMaora<Ateydare 
v Amat; Gamocfc v Handun Acadfi. 

Squash 

MHfS WORLD OPEN CHAUPtCMSHP. 

- Rnric A 

rU 74-17 

B-S^ftNWgrtEiwl UDIladdnataiEiKti 
fatal 

ifelt 

S-TjTGamorfEngJttARaby (Bgyl.T7.-H 
4««PManM^ PrSjbtSfiwuiQeO tt-il 
«-19«4DBan(W%blKBUstfcari<EiA 
fa-7 S-VS-lf ; K frar AM bi 8 
(Baf)fa-W fa-fa l-fa 15-12 fa-13. 


Tennis 

STOCKHOLM OPEN MEN'S TOUHNA- 
MOrr Man’s «Jngte*. flrM round: T Hmsmm 
tGS) W. D Wtweton WSJ 1-6 6-1 T-6 ; C 
Pk*is (Ft) bt fl Bonefaerg {US) 8-4 6-4. 
KREHUN CUP MEN’S TOURNAMENT 
^T,Cnaroan«t ACTBieri 

bt D fMncffli iGflrj 6-0 6-2: J Kioetak 
to F Mantfa ffip) 7-0; M Daren (tt Rap] 
bt A Fortes (Sp) 7< 6-2 
COLOMKAH OPEN (Booott) l****"#* 
Aral: F Cbaa (Sp) m N Lapontti (Ec) 6-3 
6-3. 

CHAMPION'S TOURNAMENT (Tbkye) 

SlElrn J Coonora 06) bt M 
Rural (US) 6-1 6-2. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

102 

TTtepoirts earned by world 
tennis No 1 Martina Hngis 
to Messen, Swrtzertand, 
fast Saturday to her 
attempt to earn a regional 
certificate for showing 
horses: Six short of the 
required total, she will try 
again In three months: 
Htogtsddwel until the last 
jump on Saturday, which 
her five-year-old horse, 
Gabatus, twice refused 
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FOOTBALL 


Harford favourite to 


replace sacked Pleat 


David Pleat became the 
first Premiership 
managerial casualty of 
the season yesterday. As 
Phtt Shaw reports, 
Sheffield Wednesday 
hope to appoint a 
successor this week. 


Sheffield Wednesday, prop- 
ping up the Premiership, are ex- 
pected to make a third attempt 
to take Ray Harford to HTtk - 
brough after confir min g David 

Pleat’s dis missal as manager. 

Harford, currently in charge 
of West Bromwich Albion, 
turned down the post when he 
was manager of Wimbledon 
and later when he was coach at 
Blackburn. The fact that be has 
not signed a contract with the 
First Division club means that 
Wednesday, who aim to name 
Pleat's successor before 
Saturday’s visit of Bolton, could 
avoid a protracted wrangle 
over his services. 

Albion's chief executive, 
John Wile, put a brave face on 
the possibility of losing Harford 
last night. M We’d be disap- 
pointed if Ray hadn’t been 
mentioned because he’s a qual- 
ity coach," he said. 

Other names set to come un- 
der Wednesday's scrutiny in- 
clude Sunderland's manager. 
Peter Reid, and Bruce Rioch, 
coach to Queen's Park Rangers. 
As in the case of Harford, the 


recruitment of either would 
not not break the rule intro- 
duced to prevent poaching with- 
in the Premiership. 

Wednesday have been on 
the receiving end of such 
machinations, though that will 
not necessarily stop them pur- 
suing Barnsley's Danny Wfcoo, 
Leicester’s Martin O’Neill or 
Derby’s Jim Smith, a lifelong 
Wednesdayite who lost out to 
Pleat in 1995. 

The availability of Joe Royie 
and Lou Macari, both out-of- 
work managers with high-level 
experience, should also ensure 
their credentials are examined. 
Completing one of the longest 
shortlists of recent years are 
Barcelona’s tZmmencegrise, Bob- 
by Robson, phis two ex-Wednes- 
day managers, Ron Atkinson 
and Howard Wilkins on. Peter 
Shreeves, Pleat’s assistant, has 
taken over on a caretaker ba- 
sis but is not interested in step- 
ping up more permanently. 

The Wednesday chairman, 
Dave Richards, said: There axe 
many big names in the frame 
already and I can tell the fans 
they’ll see someone fairly quick- 
ly. We won’t see someone 
before the Bolton game but you 
wflj have a name." 

Richards informed Pleat his 
two-and-a-half-year reign was 
over less than 24 hours after the 
6-1 defeat at Manchester Unit- 
ed on Saturday. “It’s always 
difficult when you take some- 
body’s livelihood away from 
him,” he said. “But at the end 


of the day the manager carries 
the can.” 

Last season, whitih Wednes- 
day opened with four succesave 
victories, Heat steered them to 
seventh. This time, despite 
bringing in six new ph^exs, they 
have won only two out of 13 
League matches and were put 
out of the Coca-Cola Cup by 
Grimsby. Compounding their 
Ians’ frustration, Sheffield Unit- 
ed axe enjoying a resurgence. 

Pleat, who suffered the same 

fate at Leicester and Th ttraihapy 
said Richards had phoned him l 
warning that it was u tbe call be 
feared". With 25 games left 
Heat felt there was time to “turn 
tilings round”, yet acknowl- 
edged that directors act on re- 
sults rather than performances. 

“We’ve played some good 
football in the last few matches. 
Unfortunately, drastic mistakes, 
particularly in defence, gave us 
mountains to dimb. Some play- 
ers have done so well, others 
have not. We’ve also had a 
nightmare in terms of injuries to 
people who woe so crucial Co last 
year’s good performances, but 
that’s history now." 

Pleat spent £2632m on 18 
players, recouping £l 7.37m 
from setting 15. Pour foreign 
signings- Marc Degryse, Regi 
Blinker, Orlando Trustfuil and 
Darko Kovacevic - did not 
stay long, but his replacement 
will inherit talents such as the 
Italian attackers, Paolo Di 
Canio and Benito Carbone, as 
well as a transfer kitty of £10m. 
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ACROSS 

Coal bums, most abundant 
in heat (7) 

Get information from one 
coming out with fire blaz- 
ing (7) 

After day turn animal 
practitioner needs cover 
IS) 

Wild deer round island and 27 
tons of fish (3,6) 

It’s opposed to free move- 
ment of liquidity (9) 

12 Just the same, a party can 
absorb IT given time (5) 

13 Foul place, we hear, where, 
you could find a bed for 
the night (5) 

15 Being forgetful left one in 
clear (9) 

IS “ 

to fish workers 

19 One can't picture what it's 
frying to convey (5) 

21 Germany’s hostility to 


France, which is not very 
geat (5) 

Criticise account leading to 
debts, being grasping (9) 
Can potential split neglect 
to shew bliss? (9) 

Old Chinese leader 
grabbed doctor in dance 

reqmr 
volume (7) 

After 

French the result is quiet- 
ness (7) 

.DOWN 

No gent has to make decla- 
ration identifying body in 
mortuary (7) 

Defeat, securing votes cast 
for animals? (9) 

A trio’s playing shows a 
sense of proportion (5) 
About to indude a navy 
chap in meat-eatere (9) 
Had little tot given yen to 


be a parent (5) 

6 Under an obligation to be 
on the way with deliveries 

(5A) j , 

7 ■ Landlord could lake profit 

thus from this cove (51 

8 Silly fellow gets one to out 
us wrongly (7) 

14 Time to request rivD engj- 


16 Long sentence looks right 
for time-serving nobQity? 

(44) 

17 He won't even do any con- 
sistent work (3-34) 

18 Quietly attaching soft ma- 
terial (7) 

20 Riding horse comes to 


22 Cancel insertion ot cannu- 
la (5) 

23 Enter quickly to make an 

arrest (34) 

24 Desert traveller to find 
writer in US state (5) 
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David Pleat says goodbye to Hillsborough after being sacked as manager by Sheffield Wednesday yesterday 


Photograph: EmpJcs - . 


RUGBY UNION 


m* 


Famous Five invite an elated Italy to the club 


Italy will make their 
long-awaited quantum 
leap into top-level 
tournament rugby when 
they participate in the 
first Six Nations’ 
Championship at the 
turn of the century. 

Not before time, says 
Chris Hewett, 


One of rugby's few remaining 
gentlemen’s clubs finally 
dragged itself into the late 20th 
century yesterday by throwing 
open its doors to the outside 
world. The Famous Five - 


England, France, Ireland, Scot- 
land and V&ks-wiH became the 
Super Six' when Italy, 
patronised for the best part of a 
decade, play their first interna- 
tional championship game, al- 
most certainly In the year 2000. 

Alan Hose, chairman of the 
Ftve Nations’ Championship, 
yesterday confirmed plans to ex- 
tend the competition as soon as 
practicable after the 1999 Warld 
Cup. For Giancarlo Dondi, 
president of the Italian Rugby 
Federation, the development 
was only marginally less mo- 
mentous than Julius Caesar's 
subjugation of the Britons. 

“This is a dream that, only a 
few years ago, we would 


never have thoughtcoukl come 
true," be said. “It’s down to the 
results we have achieved and it 
is a recognition of the great deal 
of bard work we have put into 
reaching the right standard. It 
can only be a source of joy and 
honour." 

Dondi reported booming 
interest in the game, especial- 
ly in the rugby stronghold of 
northern Italy. “We’re growing 
rapidly,” he said. “We have 
35,000 registered players and 
we’re making a great effort in 
our schools. I'm not saying we 
can compete with the great 
nations but leaving aside the top 
five - England, France and the 
three big southern hemisphere 


nations -we are on a par with 
the others." 

Only last season, the Italians 
beat Ireland in Dublin and 
took the Scots to within seven 
points at Murrayfield. They 
also came within a hair’s 
breadth of turning over the 
Welsh in Rome and they are no 
longer fazed by viats from such 
luminaries as the Wtilabies 
and the Springboks, whom they 
play in Bologna this weekend 

By way of breaking down 
more obsolete barriers, there 
was also Dews yesterday of rug- 
by’s likely return to the Olympic 
family. The International 
Board spokesman Peter Me- 
Mullan confirmed that the 


governing body was hopeful of-,--. 
putting in an appeaxance at the 
2004 Games in Athens. . 

The ball is nowin foe court 
of the International Oiympk} - 
Committee, which gave the - . 
sport the heave-ho from thi : 
Games after the United States 
beat France in the 1924 final] 

With a Wo rid Ctq> scheduled - - 
every four years and the Wbrid 
Sevens on a similar time loop, it 
is difficult to imagine any. 
Olympics occupying a high po; f 
sition on the leading nations’ 
growing list of priorities. There 
is, however, a powerful faction 
side the IB determined to restore 
rugby’s place in the Olympics. : ' 

- All Blacks arrive, page 30 U 


GOLF 


Montgomerie’s major ambition unaffected by commitment to Europe 


After securing his fifth 
successive European 
order of merit title Colin 
Montgomerie has 
decided not to go to the 
United States full-time. 
As Andy FatreB reports, he 
wants the best of both 
worlds in an attempt to 
win his first major 
championship. 


Asked recently about Cojin 
Montgomerie’s plans to move 
Co the US tour next year, Serve 
Ballesteros said: “We all know 
Colin. Today he says it’s black 


and tomorrow it’s white." 
Ballesteros also said that Mont- 
gomerie had a “great respon- 
sibility to support the European 
tour”. 

This was a high compliment 
from the Ryder Cup captain to 
the man who ensured Europe's 
victory at Valderrama. 

Though hardly in the same 
league as the Spaniard when it 
comes Lo charisma, Mont- 
gomerie has nevertheless 
taken over from Ballesteros as 
Europe’s main newsmaker. 
Having completed five order of 
merit wins in a row, the 34-year- 
old Soot now has his sights set 
on Ballesteros’s record total of 
six in all. 


It had been thought that 
Montgomerie would take up 
the US tour card he has earned 
from his performances in the 
States this year to help him won 
the major championship he 
has found so elusive. But in 
maintaining the European lour 
as his base, Montgomerie does 
not feel it will affect his ability 
“to compete to the highest 
standard". 

“I have very clear priorities 
both professionally and per- 
sonally," he continued. “My fu- 
ture schedule will be carefully 
worked around those Euro- 
pean, US and worldwide events 
which will best help me to 
achieve my goals. I look forward 


to playing an extended sched- 
ule in the US, which I know will 
assist me in my professional 
aspirations." 

Instead of having to commit 
himself to a minimum of 15 
events on the US tour, Mont- 
gomerie can play in up to 12 
events, including the majors, on 
invitations. This year he played 
five times in the States outside 
the majors, so be is likely to 
Swap three or four events from 
his European schedule to 
America next year. 

His wife, Eimear, is expect- 
ing theu third child in early May 
and it was always doubtful the 
family would be based full- 
time in America. “My family 


has always, and always will; 
come before anything else anti 
my schedule will work for all of 
us. 

“In addition, the European 
tour has been very good for ina 
and I hope I have repaid it a fife 
tie. With what I have achieved, 
and with what we as a tonr have 
achieved, in particular, with 
our Ryder Cup .victories at 
Valderrama and Oak Hill, it is 
essential that we build on this 


success. 

“There are lessons to be 
learned, but we have uodeoiabfe 
talent in Europe and it is in- 
conceivable that r should choose 
to leave at this crucial stage.”;: 
Tour’s fresh talent, page 28 



talksh are plus" lets two or more 
people share one Talk Plan and 


one bilL You get separate phones 
with different numbers, share 


more inclusive minutes, get 
cheaper calls and pay just one 
connection fea You also re ceive 
Orange Care worth over £50 on 
each phone, which includes 12 
months free insurance, 24 hour 
replacement and 3 year warranty. 
For more information can Orange 
direct on 0800 80 10 80 or- visit 
www.orangaco.uk 
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